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Lunchtime Botox anyone?

Would $25,000 (164,000 yuan) for
IVF treatment be helpful?

How about an on-site nursery
place... for your pet?

Fortune Magazine has revealed that
top companies offer some pretty
fancy perks to attract employees.

Can perks really motivate and retain
employees?

Staff sweeteners include a Latin-style dance exercise called Zumba to
improve employee well-being and motivation.

Really stressed-out employees may develop frown lines. But at one company
staff whose faces are showing the strain can have Botox treatment during
their lunch break at the company’s own clinic.

Another company offers the corporate jet to bereaved employees, while one
employer gives staff who are finding it difficult to get pregnant $25,000
towards IVF treatment.

But for the business commentator Lucy Kellaway, some companies go too far
in trying to help employees achieve a good work-life balance.

"Such benefits, even the nice ones, are all pretty creepy" she says. "There
ought to exist a boundary between employer and employee - between home
and work. And Botox and IVF are a long way on the wrong side of it."

For Ms Kellaway, the real proof of a top employer is not its touchy-feely
benefits but whether staff choose to stay put for a long time.
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. Why do top companies offer such wacky benefits?
. True or false: Zumba is a type of drink.
. When can employees have Botox treatment in their company clinic?
. Look at the article. Find an adjective that is used to describe people who
have recently experienced the death of someone close.
. In the last paragraph, some staff benefits are described as 'touchy-feely’.
Does Ms Kellaway think they are a sign of a top employer?

A WNPER

gl

Exercise %]

TN PP L o ad 1 1] A BE AT i 9 FIAE s il e B9 70 7o L P19 7
IBHEELE T XL it 119 2 I o

wacky, IVF treatment, sweetener, showing the strain, touchy-feely
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. That's the last time I invite him to dinner; he's got some ideas!
2. After seven years of trying for a baby, they've decided to try

3. If you throw in a , he might sign the contract.

4. She's really these days. Have you seen all her wrinkles?

5. He's a really nice man, but sometimes he's a bit too

bbcukchina.com

© British Broadcasting Corporation 2011 2/3




Answers and Glossary &£ 5#JC

Quiz /MK

1.
2.
3.

Why do top companies offer such wacky benefits? They want to attract employees.

True or false: Zumba is a type of drink. False. Zumba is a type of Latin dance exercise.

When can employees have Botox treatment in their company clinic? During their lunch

break.

experienced the death of someone close. Bereaved.

. In the last paragraph, some staff benefits are described as 'touchy-feely'. Does Ms

Kellaway think they are a sign of a top employer? No, she thinks the sign of a good

employer is when staff choose to stay with the company for a long time.

Exercise .3

1.

2.

That's the last time | invite him to dinner; he's got some wacky ideas.

After seven years of trying for a baby, they've decided to try 1VF treatment.

. If you throw in a sweetener, he might sign the contract.

. She's really showing the strain these days.

. He's a really nice man, but sometimes he's a bit too touchy-feely.

Glossary iL#

. Look at the article. Find an adjective that is used to describe people who have recently

IVF treatment A\ T#2K5AT7 an on-site nursery 732 X )44 )L
fancy perks &AW &SR sweeteners 4k, itk

well-being FER/EA4R motivation %] Jj

to be stressed-out FiiE 1R showing the strain S3LH &)
bereaved WINIE Kk A work-life balance T /E55E )7
creepy BT a boundary L FL/IR &
touchy-feely i /85 4h % ik 1 to stay put 5P A
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