BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week 139

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast.
In the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be

reflected here.
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Plural Forms £&ia 8%

Feifei: REGF, NET (RIEEEDY W HotdiEdE.

Rob: And hello, I'm Rob. This week someone's been asking about plural words.
Feifei: # 2%, A plural is when there is more than one of something.

Rob: That's right. But today we've got just one question. Let's read the email

and find out exactly what it says.
Insert
Hi. 1 always have trouble pronouncing the plural form 's' for many words especially
when the word ends 'es’. Can you please help me? | heard it is also the same for
the possessive 's'.

Thank you. Samantha See, Beijing.

Feifei: K AR K Samantha & H T —/N T 44 Z A ). it AN KIS FE A 4 R R US n
L7kt s 5 es [k #%. Don't we just say /s/ on the end of the word?

Rob: If only it was that simple. How you pronounce the ending depends on the
words you're using. With some noun words like these...

Insert

Bridge

Sausage

Friend

Rob: You just add the letter s and then it sounds like this...
Insert

Bridges

Sausages
Friends
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Feifei:

Rob:

Feifei:
Rob:

Feifei:

Rob:
Insert
Buses
Garages
Quizzes
Feifei:
Rob:

Feifei:

Rob:
Insert
Books
Cloths

Beliefs

Feifei:

Rob:

Feifei:

Rob:

Feifei:

LB LA T8 2 AE 4T Ja N s Z8E %, Rob, that almost sounds like 'z' at
the end. Friend-z.

That's the sounds you get if the word ends with a voiced consonant or it
ends with a letter that is a vowel — a,e,i,o and u.

MR AL E SR, R L RE s R EE ‘2.
Are you falling asleep?!

No, | was just talking about the /z/ sound! So when else do we pronounce
the /z/ sound on plural words?

Well, you also get that sound on plural words ending with es. Like this...

HIREHLL es SRR S iz’ f1z/

Come on Feifei, read these plural words and let's hear how they end.

Ok here goes. Songs. Trees. Clothes. There's that 'z' sound again! So
that's pronouncing /s/ as /z/. But what about when a noun ends in an

unvoiced sound like p,f or t?

Then you end the plural word with a /s/ sound. Like this...

That sounds different. It's a /s/ sound. %A LUEHIE 4 2, BEHE s MRS
J& ssss.

Now you're sounding like a snake!

Well I'm not! It seems the sound depends on the noun. But now you're
going to tell me there are exceptions?

Yes | am. I'm afraid there are. Just to confuse you, some words can end
with a /s/ or a /1z/ sound. Like youth-z or youth-s, bath-z or bath-s.

NHEATRIR K LA T A . Samantha has also asked about pronouncing the
possessive s.
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Rob:

Insert

This is when we usually add an apostrophe and then the letter s to a noun
when we want to say it belongs to something. Like this...

Jack's cooking is the best in the world!

The dog's fur
Rob:
Feifei:

Rob:

Feifei:

Rob:

Feifei:
Rob:
Feifei:

Rob:

Feifei:
Rob:

Both:
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needed washing.

So, did you notice anything different?

Nol!

That's because you pronounce the possessive s in just the same way as
the other plural endings that we've discussed — with a /s/ or a /1z/ sound

depending on if the noun ends with a voiced or unvoiced consonant.

U FTARIER s BIRSRA AR SR R e — A A BRI
Samantha fF#H ).

Yes, | hope that's a bit clearer but there are still just a few exceptions.
Feifei, how do you pronounce the plural of sheep?

You can't trick me. The plural of sheep is...sheep!
I can't pull the wool over your eyes can 1?!
What?

Don't worry. If you have a question about the English language please

email us at guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk
W RARLE TG 24 2] R IB BIEAT W), 15 KM AT R H 2
See you next time.

Bye!
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