BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week (/R IH&E)

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast.
In the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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To Give Up B3

Rob: Hello. I'm Rob.

Helen: KFEUF, s Helen. Yamfieny (REED) 1H.

Rob: Let’s get straight on with today’s question.

Helen: OK, let’s read this one that’'s been emailed to us from Tommy.
Insert

I am a student in Henan University. I’'m a bit confused about some words: abandon,
desert, relinquish, forsake, resign and give up. Their Chinese meaning is too similar so |
don't know which is the most relevant to use in English. I want to know how to use
them properly. Thank you. Tommy.

Helen: W Tommy [ff¢), AARITELEA AN 00 T AT EATIX S, el . e
Rob: Abandon
Helen: g

Rob: Desert
Helen: BT, RATT
Rob: Relinquish
Helen: GED

Rob: Forsake
Helen: FEHR

Rob: Resign.
Helen: ik, ik
Rob: And, give up.
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Helen:

Rob:

Helen:

PAUSE

Rob:

Helen:

Rob:

Insert

WA BRAT T 21 13X ) LA ) 7 v S H ) B AH AL . But Rob, do they mean
different things in English?

Well, yes they do although they all describe leaving something but the
correct word to use depends on the situation.

The situation. & B A4S B G EARE N . Let’'s look at the words
one by one. What do you think Rob?...Rob?

Did you think | had abandoned you? | was just illustrating the word
abandon. This is where you completely give up on something before it’s
finished.

{EX B FE abandon {55 U FR 75 AT S8 45 ARt 58 2 I85E T

Here are some examples.

It started raining so we had to abandon the game.
They had to abandon building the house because they couldn’t afford to finish it.

Rob:

Insert

You can also use the word abandon to describe leaving an important post
or position. Like this:

I had to abandon my position on the hill as the enemy were approaching fast.
After the claims about his private life he had to abandon his role in the government.
Abandon ship, we’re sinking!

Helen:

Rob:

Insert

NIA (145 FH 2] abandon JE§8 B T — N EZ I et s . Rob this sounds very
similar to the word desert {7,

Yes very similar but desert implies giving up without any notification. You
just disappear. Like this:

It was very sad, he ran away and deserted his wife and child.
We found the house empty, the people who lived there had deserted it.

Helen:

Rob:

Helen:

Rob:
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7EiX 5 desert FR{EHA B AT AMIEL T, R ETF. So Rob, you can desert
something or someone if you run away?

Yes. Mmm, can | go now?

Don’t desert me now, we’ve got more words to explain like relinquish % —
MFERG TR D A

Now, you can use this word to describe surrendering your right, or your
position or a possession.
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Helen: WERARYE JBGEARBIBCR], AR 58U 7= 5t T LLH relinquish,iX A1 surrendering 22 H
ZEARZ o ALTRATTRT LA T IE.

Insert

Richard was forced to relinquish the throne.
After his poor performance, John had to relinquish his right as head of accounts.

Rob: Now relinquish isn’t a word that gets used regularly a bit like forsake.
When you forsake something you give up, leave or renounce something,
usually something this is special to you. You let go.

Helen: Forsake tH/&MFEMI R, M renounce AT ELAIL. ot & A, like
giving up smoking cigarettes?

Rob: Yes and like this.
Insert
Jane had to forsake her old notebook for a new laptop.

Because he didn't turn up for the meeting, John has forsaken his right to be part of the
project.

Rob: So Helen would you forsake me for a new presenter?

Helen: Never! Unless you resign.

Rob: I don’t think that's going to happen. The word resign relates to work. If
you resign then you give up your job or quit.

Helen: To quit, &R, ARTT, ERHEL.

Insert

I've had enough of this dull job. I resign!
John’s got a new job so he’s going to resign.

Helen: Resign & FEIHIEX#iA. Rob, please don’t resign...not until you’ve explained
the last phrase, give up X X &AM HGE & I L

Rob: Oh. Well to give up is all about resigning, forsaking, relinquishing,
deserting and abandoning. You give up when you stop doing something,
or leave somewhere forever. Listen to this:

Insert

I had to give up my job because of my poor health.
We had to give up our house by the sea, it was costing us too much.

Helen: 7EIXH to give up B LR KT B IT B E A 4t 7 B 2 il o

Rob: I hope that’s helped explain the subtle differences between those words.
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Helen: 47, Tommy, Ay HEAVEZ TURMI RS QR RSO0 St 2 ) AT BE ], T A3k
IR, FATHBAE L questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk
Now Rob, could I check some of these words with you again?

Rob: I give up! I resign!
Both: Bye!
BEE 4

ZIE W
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