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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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English Eccentrics: The Sad Joker 345K/ H

William: Unconventional, oddball, peculiar ...

Li: BB A 2 A E E PN IESEZ A /DI, eccentric !

William: Yes, and none more so than the subject of today’s programme,
Vivian Stanshall. He was an artist, a poet, a musician, a playwright
and a prankster.

Li: A prankster - ZIFIEMN, EAERIFIA

William: He described himself as a jester.

Li: A jester — ZITBURIIN: Do AEE, MRS E PN
We? English Eccentric!

William: My name is William Kremer.

Li: TEMF, KFKUfF. Vivian Stanshall 42T 1943 4, 256 & —FK AT
IZERR, AbdeR—MN—PT SRR, R0 T B CRISRBA, The Bonzo
Dog Dada Band J5ki% 4 The Bonzo Dog Doo-Dah Band.

William: The band played jazz and pop music inspired by the 1920s, often
with silly lyrics. One of the members of The Bonzo Dog Doo-Dah
Band was Neil Innes.

Li: RIRIFRATT kT Bk, 42 Neil Innes 78 BBC & IU G 1) (i K AW
I H 52 FFE A Matthew Parris (587, [FIZAb#)% WLE] Vivian
Stanshall. (Ji&5t. T HIIX Bk E ERMERE, 150 =W Stanshall’s
face, gl &t AT AT A AN R 58 FR 1 7

Insert

Matthew Parris: Describe your first meeting with him.

Neil Innes: Well I was at Goldsmiths Art School. And he came to a pub

bbcukchina.com

on the corner, a big Irish pub, The New Cross Arms. And he
was slightly plump in those days and he had Billy Bunter
check trousers, a Victorian frock coat, he had violet oval
pince-nez glasses and carried a euphonium under his arm.
But to top it all off, he had these enormous pink rubber false
ears.

Page 1 of 3
© British Broadcasting Corporation 2011



William:

Li:

William:

Insert
Neil Innes:

Matthew Parris:

Neil Innes:
Li:
William:
Insert
Neil Innes:
William:
Li:
William:
Li:

Insert

Ki:

Matthew Parris:

bbcukchina.com

Did you hear? Stanshall was wearing enormous pink rubber false
ears

False ears — it 2¢. MhZFE—45k& 1AM T check trousers, a
Victorian frock coat 42 F AR5 4Lk KA, pince-nez glasses 3\
TCHEHIR A -

That's a very strange way to dress to go to the pub! Let’s hear a bit
more from Neil Innes. You will hear him use two very common
English phrases to describe Vivian Stanshall.

He would have travelled all the way from where he came
from dressed like that. I mean Viv had a wonderful sense of
humour.

Did he ever get beaten up on the underground?

No, no. I mean there's something about Viv that was you
know larger than life and he always got away with murder.

Neil 7EJE4 Vivian [z B2 NS FE LA larger than life - 1X M
B R IE A —AN AR = D B 7R i )

Yes, Neil Innes also said “He always got away with murder”. Vivian
Stanshall didn't kill anyone! But if you get away with murder that
means that people allow you to do outrageous things.

There's something about Viv that was you know larger than
life and he always got away with murder.

The Bonzo Dog Doo-Dah Band became a success.

1968 4, i1 A VE R AR RY - 2 RIBIET-HIER 'I'm the
urban spaceman’, —ZKE Mz, HEH &30, KR!

In 1970, the band split up. Vivian released some solo records and
went on to develop a comic character called Sir Henry Rawlinson.

A3t Vivian Stanshall 2N EHREIN, FHZMWEE 1N+ Ki
Longfellow A2, What was it that Vivian regretted?

Vivian regretted not being a painter his entire life; the last
time, one of the last times I ever saw him he was weeping
at his failure.

Was that regret right? I mean, could he have been a great
painter?
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Yeah. I do think so.

I think so too.... there's also the kind of occupational hazard
of being a kind of clown, and everybody sort of... you know
the depression is there, it's part of it. But what you have to
weigh up is the inspired comedy and mirth that he managed
to sort of infect us all with, you know. You can't take that
away.

Ki said that Vivian regretted not becoming a painter. Although he

was a successful musician, that wasn’t the success that Vivian

wanted. He felt he was a failure. Vivian Stanshall died in 1995 in a

tragic house fire.

Before we finish — let’s just test your memory. Can you remember

the two phrases that Neil Innes used to describe Vivian Stanshall?
There's something about Viv that was you know larger than
life and he always got away with murder.

Do join us again next week for another English Eccentric!

Bye.

Byel
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