BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be

reflected here.
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Gonna and Wanna FAN A 2 B

Feifei: KA, Waaewr (R RED) o M AEE.

Rob: And hello, I'm Rob and today we're gonna answer another question.
Feifei: Gonna? That's a funny way to speak.

Rob: Well, it's what some people say and it's what our question is all about. Do

you wanna hear it?
Feifei: Yes please.

Insert

Hello! Sometimes | see some phrases such as "wanna do", "gonna do" in some TV
dramas and songs. | want to know the meaning of "wanna" and "gonna" and how to use
it. 1 haven't seen them in textbooks. Thank you! Nancy

Feifei: Nancy fie i il U 75 A AT il 223 25 W7 2] wanna do #1 gonna do. A7t
A AR AN XA B R 24 Z P ? So they're not written in
textbooks.

Rob: No, you won't see them there because these aren't real English words

even though they get used regularly.

Feifei: XA <= FLn] 7 HSEA R B So what are they?
Rob: They're examples of informal colloquial English and are particularly used in

American English. They get used a lot in song titles and lyrics, like these:
Insert
Nothing's Gonna Stop Us Now
Never Gonna Give You Up

All 1 Wanna Do

Feifei: DL 2 —2eH] 7§ wanna F1 gonna BRI 44 . X AN IR E T H O HE S
. So why do we say words like this?
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Rob: Well gonna is a shortened way for saying going to and wanna is a
shortened way of saying want to. Using these words can make
conversation more natural.

Feifei: Gonna #t%51 going to, wanna %} want to. Well | wanna hear some
examples.
Insert

We'd better bring the washing in tonight, I think it's gonna rain.
I don't wanna go out tonight, there's a great film on TV.

Feifei: HIHELE RGP gonna A wanna 7] LLiETE AU Sk 5 4R

Rob: Saying gonna can be used with the first, second and third person singular.
Such as:

Insert

I'm gonna make a cake later.

He's gonna have the time of his life.
We're gonna get married next year.
What we gonna do now?

Rob: In that last example, 'what we gonna do now', we don't say 'what are we
gonna do now?'

Feifei: i gonna mJ LRI 28—, o RIS = ARRHEGER . And when can we use
wanna?
Rob: Wanna can be used with all persons singular and plural, except third

person singular. Like this:
Insert
I'm tired, | wanna go home.

We wanna have a party.
What you wanna do now?

Feifei: Hin) wanna 1] BUFIER T 55 — AR5 CLAMS P ARRR BN 2405 H] . Are gonna
and wanna the only words to get shortened?

Rob: No, there are plenty more. Do you wanna hear some?!

Feifei: If I've gotta!

Rob: Gotta is one of them. Like this:

Insert

We gotta get to the airport by six o'clock.

Feifei: So gotta is short for got to 7.
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Rob:

Insert

Yes. And there's dunno:

I've been offered that job but I dunno if I want it now.

Rob:

Feifei:

Rob:
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That's dunno, which is short for | don't know. Does that answer your
question?

| dunno!

Well | hope it's helped answer Nancy's question. But don't feel you have to
start using these words all the time.

But if a native English speaker starts to use them maybe you could give
them a try.

Exactly. You may see these words written in their informal style to
illustrate how a non-standard conversation is being spoken.

Thanks for your explanation Rob. 41 R ARFEGETE % >] dr, IEBFAT ), "] LAk
MEEs T, WRAR L= questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

We gotta go now.
Yes we have but see you next time.

Bye!
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