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The web-savvy amongst you will
know that just as a mouse is no
longer only a rodent, a tweet isn't
necessarily a noise made by a bird.

Nearly a quarter of the new words
added to the latest edition of the
Chambers Dictionary come from
internet culture, with the economic
recession and climate change also
contributing strongly.

The internet age's ability to reinvent old words with new meanings continues.
The cloud, you may think, is the thing above your head which produces rain.
It's not as simple as that any more.

We all know what pay is, right? And a wall is a wall — as in The Great Wall of...
But what about a paywall? Can you work it out?

Moving onto the economy, words such as quantitative easing and double-
dip recession have become familiar to followers of current affairs.

Amongst the environmental terms now appearing in the dictionary you can
find upcycle and precycle as well as carbon offsetting.

National treasure, Neet, man flu, crowdsourcing and staycation are also
officially recognised for the first time.

And there are some abbreviations made popular by email and social
networking sites. When you're surprised you can write OMG! (Oh my God)
and if you really like someone, BFF K{EZ X (best friend forever) is the
expression for you.
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Is a tweet a noise made by a bird as well as something else?

. Are websites with a paywall free?

Is quantitative easing supposed to stimulate or slow the economy?

Is carbon offsetting supposed to be good or bad for the environment?
Is the abbreviation OMG an expression of surprise?
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1. Web-savvy people the internet.

\ don't understand don't like understand never use \
2. Many of the new words are of old words.

\ copying reinventions interpretations related \
3. 'Double’ in this article means times.

\ two twice three thrice \
4. A 'Neet' is someone with no education or training.

\ job children prospects employment \
5. BFF stands '‘best friend forever'.

\ by on for with \
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Answers and Glossary &£ 53T

Quiz %

1. Is a tweet a noise made by a bird as well as something else? Yes. A tweet isn't necessarily
a noise made by a bird.

. Are websites with a paywall free? No.

. Is quantitative easing supposed to stimulate or slow the economy? Stimulate.

. Is carbon offsetting supposed to be good or bad for the environment? Good.

. Is the abbreviation OMG an expression of surprise? Yes. When you're surprised you can

write OMG.
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Exercise %3

. Web-savvy people understand the internet.

. Many of the new words are reinventions of old words.

. 'Double’ in this article means two times.

. A 'Neet' is someone with no employment, education or training.
. BFF stands for 'best friend forever".
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Glossary FL#

web-savvy fEKMEHIN, MEITH tweet #ifF

The cloud IH&. =, HNz paywall 2k 5%
quantitative easing &1k %A double-dip XK IR
upcycle F4% ik precycle Ti[Eli

carbon offsetting KA national treasure F5 A%

Neet < =LAt = CL#HE, LBk, KHIIA | man flu 5 +/NVEH

1)

crowdsourcing At (DRI BB TAE5> | staycation ANH e T7E K Bk
B HE 2 1 AR O

OMG (Oh My God!) F&( M ! BFF (best friend forever) sk{r# A
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