BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast.
In the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Arrogant, Overbearing and Haughty BS#& A, T8, #8

Li: REMBRMFT, WA R B H .

Rob: Li if you don't mind, | think it's my turn to open the programme!

Li: Open the programme? Are we taking turns?

Rob: No I just think that as I'm the most senior person here | should do it now
and again.

Li: Oh! Well off you go then.

Rob: Right. K& 4f...mmm, what do | say next Li?

Li: I'm not telling you. fRIZELRENE, HFILAN — haughty.

Rob: Naughty?

Li: No, haughty. It's one of the words that someone is asking about this week.

Insert

Hi! Can you tell me the differences between the words arrogant, overbearing and
haughty ?
From Chu Huang.

Li: Chu Huang [A]#42 H (1 i) 82 Wi X 4 Arrogant, overbearing fil haughty? iX
—/ME%d. Well Rob, | think you've demonstrated haughty very well.

Rob: Oh thanks. I've always wanted to be haughty...but actually I'm not sure
what it means!

Li: It means you are being disapproving, unfriendly or considering yourself to
be better than other people.

Rob: Does that really describe me?
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Li:

Rob:

Insert

Yes. VRRIA A LG A vile, T LB A IR mfi, AL, HYIEA you think
you are superior fRECHIAGE, FRECHIA S A,

Actually you tend to associate haughtiness with someone from the upper
classes. That's not me so maybe my manner wasn't haughty. But we can
hear some other people being haughty here:

Let's face it, with my qualifications, I'm bound to get that job.
Oh no, you wouldn't catch someone like me wearing shoes like that!
There's no question about it, | really am quite clever.

Li:

Rob:

Li:

Rob:

Li:

Rob:

Li:

Rob:

Li:

Insert

PAEJURETRG AT ERAAR GBS, N, AR AR A EAbATEF haughtily.

Well Li, even if you thought I was being haughty at least | wasn't being
arrogant. With me being such a fantastic presenter you'd never find me
behaving that badly.

Ok, so what's the difference between haughty and arrogant?
Don't you know?!
Why don't you tell us!

Well being arrogant, or having arrogance, is similar to haughty but it
doesn't imply superiority. It does, however, carry a meaning of an
exaggerated sense of one's own importance.

That's not you then?! f 4~ K H &7 N FRATTE AT L] A N AN a2k %
#. That's arrogant. But do you agree Rob that sometimes self-confidence
is seen as arrogance?

And sometimes it can be seen as being rude. Not that you would find an
important presenter like me being rude!

Are you sure?! g TR N AL SRS, A Ees, JATHT LA
A,

With my good looks, I'm amazed nobody's asked me to be on TV!
It's obvious, I'm the best person for the job!
Mmm, | guess as you're a woman, you wouldn't understand about that.

Li:

Rob:

How rude!

How arrogant! But you see, arrogant people tend to think about
themselves whilst haughty people are also comparing themselves with
other people or other things who they feel don't deserve your respect.
They show disdain.
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Li: Yes, EfEWEIREANLI A . This really isn't you Rob. Maybe you're just
overbearing.

Rob: EHEK)! Mmm, well that's when you're very confident.

Li: Too confident and too determined to tell other people what to do. It can
be unpleasant.

Rob: I really think you need to check your definitions again Li, | think you'll find
it means something else!

Li: A perfect example of being overbearing Rob! Overbearing X/ FH 5k B4 —
MNEL B, BREE, JEEMAMIAE, - S#AR . 1t can come across
as unpleasant and rude. Like this:

Insert:

This is the way to top of the mountain, whatever the map says, just follow me.
Yes, it's a good start, but I've been playing for years so watch me.

Just stand there and do what I do, | am the expert after all!

Rob: Now that sounds like an overbearing manner which is similar to an
arrogant one but a bit more domineering.

Li: JEI, TR E SRR WERAT. Not like you then Rob!

Rob: No. So I'm not haughty, arrogant or over bearing. Phew! But what am |
then?

Li: You're just Rob!

Rob: Well 1 hope that's a good thing. Anyway | think we can safely say we've

fully answered Chu Huang's question.

Li: Now that sounds a bit arrogant. A, 784K H X CHU HUANG [A]%# 5
Pt e AR SETE OGRS SR AR A — S AN I il RO I B I 25 AT TR
HLIE, FATHMEHE L guestions.chinaelt@bbce.co.uk

Rob: OK Li, what do you mean by saying I'm just Rob?
Li: Polite, friendly but a little bit...cheeky!

Rob: Hmmm. | think it's time for us to go.

Both: Bye!
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