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University English 4: Socialising 3

Neil: Hello and welcome to BBC Learning English. I'm Neil.
Helen: KFEUF, YAmenr CirAEm e sy IR RS H, 2 Helen.,
Neil: It's all very well to have the promise of an exciting time, but many

international students do feel a little overwhelmed when they first
arrive in Britain.

Helen: T RXFESZ, A, BR T8N, N A AT S AT
st A IR AR R ARAT LSRR ?

Neil: Well, Li Wen from Dalian just arrived in London a few weeks ago and
he has a master plan.

Insert
The first thing | would do is to get along with English-speaking guys, especially

from local English-speaking people. I have to network with them and be friends
with them. | think that's the first thing | would do to improve my oral English.

Helen: PICRENIZMCHAN, ks Eahlid, S8 REIIA. ERbAER S A CK
i,
Neil: Tom Searle, a medical student from Kings College London, believes

that improving your English can be a two-way process.
Insert

If an overseas student is a little bit less confident with their English, but they want
to try and get better, I'd say home students are very willing to sort of talk to them
and try and improve their English as well. And maybe even get some tips on
another language themselves.

Helen: HAhF 4 - overseas students 3% international students. ZE[E A2 4
/& home students. Tom A 5% [ A 22 A — R ES IR SR B RSN 22 A AT T AL,
VAN B2 A2 A 2 S ANEWE

Neil: With so many British students interested in China, I'm sure a lot of
them would jump at the chance to get some free Mandarin tuition.
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Helen: FEMR AT ACGH—FE, SSBEREEE A C. Tom SR BURS Il HiE a2 4548
WIS B2

Neil: Listen out for the phrase "to mingle™ and see if you can figure out its
meaning.

Insert

There's a lot that you can gain from just trying to be involved, and trying your
hardest to sort of mingle in, and being involved in lots of social activities. | think,
no matter where you're from, people react very well to that. And if you are trying
to be quite social, then people will treat you in the same way.

Helen: To mingle & —MEAKERD, BEHUEEERS FAHALAZZ . Social
activities ¥8+LACTES) .

Neil: Social activities play a big part in university life and if you get
involved in different clubs or societies, then you are more than likely
to make friends with people from everywhere.

Helen: IEH/J ERALAE to be social &AM A MU 5. ANIE Wi e [E 24 AR AT TR
REME, UGN ., R B AW, IEATME?

Neil: Hugo Hickson, who recently graduated from Cambridge University,
thinks that people have misunderstood drinking culture at university.

Insert

University is what you make of it. And even things like going to the pub or going
out, doesn't have to be alcohol-centred. And | think that's maybe something that
intimidates people; because they think that if you go to pub, then you have to
have 10 pints of beer when you are there, which is just not true.

Helen: Hugo NI MSIFF R 2ZEENE AN A, A [R]2AAT AN BN g 290 N it DA 200 MBS o It
doesn't have to be alcohol-centred. H4 R I & A & W0k ficel, H
Al 5[] ] 2 s sz i 2

Insert

There's nothing wrong with that in the slightest.

Helen: FCSLMB A A IPATEE, FE PRI A A8 S URRE A tip, WRAE
WL, ARAARR W, BB, AR E MR Z Lime Soda Frigii
Ko HEJUAAELA — K. TIAMERTEE A 22 BRI I, — TR E &
2D F A, D 23] UCL JEER) Bill A7 IXFE A2

Neil: Do you know what Bill means by slang?
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Insert

I'd say the biggest challenge was the slang. Because English people from different
regions, different areas, they have different slang, different cultures, and even
dialects, different accents. So unfortunately, the first time | came to England, |
found it quite difficult to understand the slang.

Helen: Slang %, accents |1, dialects /7 &. What can you do? Hugo has
only one suggestion.

Insert
But the only way around it is to keep trying and to keep going for it. And most
people are pretty patient and won't mind giving it a go. You've just got to have the

confidence and keep trying, keep trying.

Neil: Well, just like Hugo said, the only way is really to go and mingle with
local people, and keep trying.

Helen: HERA RS AR S AR, IR e s ki & L RIRENG . FEARIAS
NEITRES I3, RIS BRI S B2 L LR

Neil: We hope you have enjoyed this series, the very best of luck with
your University English.

Helen: BT, et
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