BBC Learning English — 15 Minute Programmes 15 4345 H

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Helen Mirren ¥4

Insert

Absolutely, we never expected it. You know, we thought we were making a, you
know, really a small film. It didn’t mean that we didn’t do the film with the fullest
of commitment and energy and — but not expecting it to be a big international
success the way it has been.

Lily: That’s Helen Mirren talking to us on BBC Learning English. Hello I am
Lily.

Oliver:  KZKI4f, A Oliver, 7544 I EPFRGRIRTL, WG — KAC I LR 1) KRS 53
Lily: Yes, she dominated this year’s Golden Globes with her regal

performance in the Film ‘The Queen’ and the TV series of the same
name. To dominate: to be the most noticeable.

Oliver:  ZEWr, MLH . FATAREESERIGE I R 52, dhFEfEE A OElE (L
£ LUK A A% s SRR B (R B A R Bk

Lily: So how does Helen feel about her Golden Globes nominations?
Oliver: APl A7 A1 ARG 2

Insert

Well, nervous and excited, honoured to be there. Especially to have been
nominated for 3 different Golden Globes, that’s pretty amazing! It was an
amazing year of work for me, so it’s incredible to have this sort of celebration at
the end of the year’s work.

Lily: She was nervous and excited.

Oliver: X8B3k 3.

Lily: She was also honoured to be there.

Oliver:  &HE, W 8RNAZIEKE5EE,

Lily: As she was nominated for three different Golden Globes.
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Oliver:  Whiakfq 7 &K =TIARIEA . RN !
Lily: “It’s incredible” she said, and she is over the moon!

Oliver: MELLEUERT, to be over the moon JikEFHIE, AEEEE! (HEWEH L EX M A
EHE AR, &g ?

Lily: Yes, it was. What’s most challenging is the voice. How could she sound
like the Queen?

Oliver:  JBABAAREH L LIBFERI A E N ? ATV G 2 5 A i .

Insert

Well | prepared, you know | very serendipitously bumped into Michael at a
function. And | knew | was going to work with him on this, and | said “Michael,
I’'m terrified, what do we do?” and he wisely said, “get together with Penny Dile
our voice coach as soon as possible”. And that was great advice — and | did that —

I got together early with Penny, and did as much work as | had time to do.

Lily: She was terrified but she was very lucky to have bumped into Michael,
that’s Michael Sheen who played Tony Blair in the same film.

Oliver:  {ERI ¥k (4D B, 50— R HHTIE — /R, A2l o %)
HOR ARG, 1T AR

Lily: She said that she very serendipitously bumped into Michael at a
function.

Oliver: Wit e /e — s PERMER] T & 5.

Insert

Well | prepared, you know | very serendipitously bumped into Michael at a
function. And | knew | was going to work with him on this, and | said “Michael,
I’'m terrified, what do we do?” and he wisely said, “get together with Penny Dile
our voice coach as soon as possible”.

Lily: She was very grateful; therefore she used the word serendipitously.
Oliver: i,

Lily: To bump into somebody means to run into somebody or to meet
somebody unexpectedly.

Oliver:  fEFIFEAN, BEEIHA.
Lily: At a function, an event, social event.
Oliver:  {EALAZiE5h .

Lily: She thought that was great advice. Notice that the word advice is an
uncountable noun.
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Oliver:

Lily:

Insert

ANA[# 414,  In English you say ‘a lot of advice’ or ‘a piece of advice’.

That’s right. She took the advice from Michael and did a lot of voice
training. But at the same time she did other research too, here is
Helen again:

And then, you know, watch tape, read books, think. | looked at portraits, painted
portraits. The most valuable research for me was looking at the Queen as a
young girl. And | found actually that rather nauseatingly grovelling book that
Crawfy wrote — Marion Crawford — called “The Little Princesses” — that was
actually invaluable. Because she saw Elizabeth as a little girl, and you really saw
clues into the character | thought, through that book.

Oliver:

Lily:

Oliver:

Lily:

Oliver:

Lily:

Oliver:
Lily:
Oliver:

Lily:

Oliver:

Lily:

Oliver:
Lily:

Oliver:

W, Wi gy Ah L E R IR AR B BOR, BEAURA H & . Portraits.

Yes, the most valuable research for Helen was looking at the portraits
of the Queen as a young girl.

Valuable H4EK), HHK. Wi Crawfy Si/NA X AT very helpful
too.

Yes the book was invaluable, most valuable.

Invaluable JGHH), (HZ, MIEAUEXA AR 2SS NAEMREIRREE, St 7 b
PLE . R AgREL T .
Nauseatingly grovelling. However, the most important thing was that

through the book Helen was able to see clues into the Queen’s
character.

LRI 2R
That must be a crucial step for understanding the Queen, mustn’t it?
%4 )L. You are listening to BBC Learning English with Lily and Oliver.

Helen Mirren, who starred in the film ‘The Queen’, is talking about the
challenges of playing the British monarch.

Py s 2 F PR Pk . Challenge.
In the next clip, Helen will tell us about the most nerve-wracking

scene, but here are a few words that you might find difficult: nerve-
wracking.

Emotional.

T .
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Lily: Intimidating.

Oliver:  Sk#KT.

Insert

The most nerve-wracking scene | think was probably the first scene | did, and
Stephen cruelly made me play a very emotional scene as my first scene on the

set, so that was pretty intimidating.

Lily: She used the words nerve-wracking and intimidating, which show that
she was terrified. Now, can you tell me why, why was she so nervous?

Oliver:  WhaAEH MR, (HZ AT A4 KikIe ?

Lily: Now listen again for right answer:

Insert

The most nerve-wracking scene | think was probably the first scene | did, and
Stephen cruelly made me play a very emotional scene as my first scene on the

set, so that was pretty intimidating.

Oliver: I think there are two reasons why she found it so nerve-wracking: /2
W) 2 — 3Rk

Lily: It was her first scene, and?
Oliver: 2 —7&Exk.
Lily: A very emotional scene to play. Well done Oliver.

Oliver: . FH @ JATHIW At o] U —AEWT XS A AR . A RI2 5 1 (&
£ BIIR, BATHEEE, MR SRR R KIS .

Insert

Absolutely, we never expected it. You know, we thought we were making a, you
know, really a small film. It didn’t mean that we didn’t do the film with the fullest
of commitment and energy and — but not expecting it to be a big international
success the way it has been. And it’s always a lesson, you know, with filmmaking
— it’'s not such a bad thing to be parochial sometimes, to be personal and speak
about what you know, rather than trying to make a deliberately international film.

Oliver:  Wrildok, 2R FrEUEKISLh, KR P ) 50k

Lily: Yes she was. But notice the next sentence she said, “It didn’'t mean
that we didn’t do the film with the fullest of commitment and energy”.

Oliver: G LHIRN .

Lily: In English you can use double negatives to express a positive meaning.
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Oliver:

Lily:

Oliver:

Lily:

Insert

Wl YA AFIE.

Bear it in mind when you translate such sentences from English into
Chinese.

Jit A BLJE RSB SRR R S0 H) 7 (KN T A ES T

Now, listen again and | would like you to translate the following
sentence from English into Chinese.

It didn’'t mean that we didn’t do the film with the fullest of commitment and

energy and...

Lily: Now are you ready with the Chinese translation?

Oliver:  EXIFACR B TA B I KA 25 O RIS

Lily: Good. Now, let’s listen to the second part of the clip again, what is the
message Helen is trying to get across?

Oliver: AR R F AL A A FE A SRS HOM5 e ?

Insert

And it’s always a lesson, you know, with filmmaking — it’s not such a bad thing to
be parochial sometimes, to be personal and speak about what you know, rather
than trying to make a deliberately international film.

Lily:

Oliver:
Lily:
Oliver:
Lily:
Oliver:

Lily:

Oliver:

Lily:

Oliver:

Now let’s look at some of the words she used: parochial,
P.A.R.O.C.H.l1.A.L. - parochial.

L o

Deliberately international.
2 B E BRI o

Authentic.

HTE Y o

So, the message she is trying to send out is: It’s not a bad thing to be
parochial, to be personal and speak about what you know.

REME A ML MOX LA LR ST

Does she like the idea of trying to make a deliberately international
film Oliver?

No, not at all, 2 th— B 18R M f 9 [ H 52
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Lily:

Oliver:

Lily:

Oliver:

Lily:

Oliver:

Lily:

Oliver:

Lily:

Oliver:

Lily:

Oliver:

Lily:

Oliver:

Lily:

Oliver:

Lily:

Oliver:

Lily:

Oliver:

Lily:

Oliver:

Lily:

Oliver:

Lily:

Oliver:

That’s right. She has a strong belief in authentic British films which
seem to be doing extremely well on the international stage.

BA1A R TARZ il ) LR R, ik ATT—& R —F
Ok, that’s a good idea. To dominate.

EWr, L.

She dominated this year’s Golden Globe.

WA T AR R

To nominate

4,

She was nominated for three different Golden Globe.
W 3RAT T BRI A 34

Serendipitously.

SEIZI .

She very serendipitously bumped into Michael at a function.
RSB, M AE OIS B) TARIRAE R T 22 58
Advice.

L

Michael gave her a good piece of advice.

s Tt — MR

Invaluable

T

She found the book ‘Little Princesses’ invaluable.
whoets CNATD) BABAEEAME.

Clues

The book gives her clues into the character of the Queen.

AL T AT 2L EVERS IR R

B|B[C]

R (AT
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Lily: Authentic.

Oliver: & (K.

Lily: She always believes in authentic British films.
Oliver: 1l — FHIGK M ) 9 [5 HL 3%

Lily: Well done, | think the best way to learn vocabulary is to learn them in
context.

Oliver:  MICENAH A, Xl MER I .

Lily: Hope you have enjoyed our programme on the film star Helen Mirren
and we’ll see you next time.

Oliver: Goodbye.

Lily: Bye.

B|B[C]

R (AT
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