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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Internet Dating W44

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Insert

Hello, this is BBC Learning English, I'm Vicki.
TSR, Ko NAWRT AT 9B 2o 1 H .
Today, we’re going to be talking about dating.
Dating — 2443, OH IX— & 23 & MRAT R K 15 8 o

In fact, we’re talking about a particular type of dating — online or
internet dating.

TELAT Il Mk 22y, W NS Jeilfad Mg AR, AHEIR, K5 %
HeE =L —F A2 K75 Online — B2 7ELk, L. Have you ever
tried online dating Vicki?

Well, no | haven’t, and now I'm married, so I’'m not looking for a
date. But later on we’re going to talk to some people who have.
Some people have been very successful in meeting people online.

I met my partner through online dating.

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Insert

But first, we spoke to Judy Richards, a sociologist who has done
some research with a group of women who are using internet
dating. Sometimes people are quite nervous about internet dating
sites, because they’re not sure what kind of people they might
meet.

T NATW KL 2% 2y 2 R BRI, B0
People sometimes have preconceptions.
Preconceptions — fi il

But as Judy explains, there’s really no need to worry.

I had my own preconceptions about online dating when 1 first started my
research. Those are very quickly overcome when you do go online, and realise -
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as | did - that the internet is made up of the same people that you would meet in
everyday life.

Vicki: So in fact people you meet on the internet are just the same as
anybody you might meet anywhere. When you go online you
quickly overcome your preconceptions.

Chen Li: To overcome — wifii, THFR.

Insert

I had my own preconceptions about online dating when 1 first started my
research. Those are very quickly overcome when you do go online, and realise -

as | did - that the internet is made up of the same people that you would meet in
everyday life.

Chen Li: HEANATIAT Ak el W g R A A e, T ANZALGE R 7 OISRE,  THUA THI Y
AU ?

Vicki: We spoke to Callum and Emily, who have both tried internet dating
in the past.

Insert

Well, I'd been single for a quite a while, and a friend of mine who was doing it
suggested that | should try it; because she found it an interesting way to meet
new people. Because, despite the fact that London is a huge city and there are
millions of people here, it can be surprisingly difficult to meet new people.

Chen Li: AR, NP ST, FEREPER MR A=, 1 H.
4&@‘%\‘/@\0
Vicki: As Callum said, even if you live in a big city like London with

millions of people, it can be surprisingly difficult to meet people.
Chen Li: Surprisingly difficult — [ 3k 4 A 514

Vicki: Now, one thing which is interesting about internet dating sites is
that you can re-invent yourself.

Chen Li: Re-invent — fiAllis, —/N4Fr H K.

Vicki: When you create a profile, you only tell people certain things about
yourself.

Chen Li: A profile — N A A Wkt A hEERNA.

Insert

These ladies constructed a profile of themselves online first of all; which is a little
snapshot, a little potted history of themselves, and how they wish to be known at
that point in their lives. And online you can actually produce a slightly more
idealised version of yourself if you like.
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Vicki: So, another way of describing your profile is a snapshot.

Chen Li: A snapshot — % &8 A 05— Rtk X LR AN NRFHE A R) BAiA o
Vicki: Or, a potted history.

Chen Li: Potted —E L& MRIM . —ANMAERIN AL TIN2H,

Vicki: As Judy explains, you can create an idealised version of yourself.
Chen Li: Idealised — HAELL 1.

Insert

These ladies constructed a profile of themselves online first of all; which is a little
snapshot, a little potted history of themselves, and how they wish to be known at
that point in their lives. And online you can actually produce a slightly more
idealised version of yourself if you like.

Chen Li: WA, RARUAERLE L, NATH GG A N, EARR R ?
Vicki: No, not always! But Callum, who has done internet dating in the

past, told us some people aren’t completely honest.
Chen Li: Honest — 5L
Insert
People don’t always entirely tell the truth about themselves. People aren’t always

completely honest about their age. Oftentimes, the photos that people have of
themselves on the internet site aren’t always the most up-to-date.

Chen Li: FITEL, A I NAT TR A0 285 TR -

Vicki: They don’t tell the truth, for example about their age. And their
photos are sometimes not up-to date.

Chen Li: Up-to-date — It 19, 5.

Vicki: So, some people do lie, but Judy told us that if you really want to

meet people through internet dating then you don’t go far from the
truth. It’s counter-productive.

Chen Li: Counter-productive — & fEH I, AT H K1 .
Insert

If you actually want to go on to meet somebody offline, it's rather counter-
productive to go online saying you’re a six foot Swedish blonde.

Chen Li: FITEL, AR TSR T WLt v B e, e — B, — YIS
Ao AR .
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Vicki: And Callum agrees.
Insert

There’s no point in exaggerating; because if you are there genuinely trying to
meet somebody, you want somebody to be interested in the person that you are,
not in an imaginary person that you invent to make yourself sound more
interesting.

Chen Li: B B K H ]

Vicki: Exaggerating.

Chen Li: R ARIZREAC T, 29 IR 7 AT REXS EL S AR AR A AN i

Vicki: Emily told us that she sometimes found it difficult when she met

people face to face who she’d talked to online.
Chen Li: Face to face — IfiX} i
Insert

I got on well with people online, but I found that it was a different story face to
face; because we’d both been putting on an act online.

Vicki: So Emily got on well with people online.

Chen Li: To get on well — F1H A AH bGP o

Vicki: But when she met them, she found it was a different story
Chen Li: FER TR T .

Vicki: She said they were both putting on an act.

Chen Li: AT BATA AAR, AR, R, FRATERE SIRIA 27 2 —S4in] i .
Vicki: Pre-conceptions.

Chen Li: i W o

Vicki: Honest.

Chen Li: WS

Vicki: To tell the truth.

Chen Li: YRR o

Vicki: To get on well with someone.

Chen Li: RIS NAHAL Rl -
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Vicki:
Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Insert

To exaggerate.
TR Tk

So, in today’s programme, we’re talking about internet dating.
We’ve heard that it’'s an interesting way to meet new people, but
that sometimes people don’t tell the truth about themselves online.

HZ, MRS LIS R BB AE SR B LR, 2242
Well, it could be dangerous, as somebody could be lying about why

they want to meet you, or about what they are like. But it can be
safe if you take certain precautions.

Precautions — 1%, N2 Judy MRt et .

Internet dating is as safe as you choose to make it. They took precautions, such
as having their mobile phone on them, telling somebody where they would be,
meeting the man in a public place, and not getting into a man’s car for example.

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Insert

FTUADLIHRG, i S VRS AR 2t )y, A E—AFHL, ARG A
a public place, 1A ZLER 7 IFAZK G HL

So, when people go to internet dating sites, are they looking for
love, or just for fun? Or perhaps a bit of both? Judy told us about
some of the women she spoke to.

Initially ladies go online, they tend to be looking to replace their partner. They’'re
lonely, they’ve come out of a long-term relationship, and they’re looking for love.
But as they grow in confidence, they start to enjoy dating for dating’s sake.
They’re experimenting; they’re meeting different kinds of men. So they’re quite
happy to have a series of more casual relationships.

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

So, when these ladies went online they had just finished a long-
term relationship.

A long-term relationship — KI5 %% 55 %,

So, they are looking for love — to replace their partner. They might
be lonely.

Lonely — B Z].

But after a while, they started to grow in confidence.

Ja KA ITT AR 21F B A5 K

And they enjoyed casual dating and relationships.

Casual — Il .
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Vicki: Judy used the expression “dating for dating’s sake”.

Chen Li: EANRIKMEE: A TASMAL, Ear LA AL S 415 k5K dating
, Lbin dancing for dancing’s sake, eating for eating’s sake. #11#
EALIERS, ATAT AL S AT A B R AR, A B D AR ) H

Vicki: It’s a way of experimenting, by meeting lots of different people.
Chen Li: Experimenting — —#2ik.
Insert

Initially ladies go online, they tend to be looking to replace their partner. They're
lonely, they’ve come out of a long-term relationship, and they’re looking for love.
But as they grow in confidence, they start to enjoy dating for dating’s sake.
They’re experimenting; they’re meeting different kinds of men. So they’re quite
happy to have a series of more casual relationships.

Vicki: Callum told us that he started off by having some casual dates.
Insert

It was quite interesting, because | did get to meet different people and | went on
lots of dates. But none developed into anything very serious.

Chen Li: BRABMVEZ AR AL MR L2, XA A, TR KR
BCECIE RS A2 KR

Vicki: But in the end, he did find someone to have a relationship with.

Insert

But in the end, | found my partner through online dating.

Chen Li: I rftie R g, 2T H ORI, X Callum SKii, X2 M4
Jae W2 Emily [k EREE ?

Insert

I did meet a couple of people. | wasn’t very successful in dating, but I made some

really good friends, who I'm still in touch with now.

Vicki: So Emily ended up with some good friends via internet dating. It
seems internet dating can lead to all sorts of different outcomes — a
serious relationship, casual dates, or friendship.

Chen Li: IERRAZIRR, WNHIZ 2, A A

Vicki: There is one more advantage to internet dating — Judy told us that
it’'s much easier if you decide you don’t like someone.
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Insert

If you don’t like somebody; a click of a button and they’re gone.

Chen Li: FITEL,  ARARRE I AANE R, LB RbR fali— T, AN AR EL IR s m]
AT . s, FRATRE I H A o sh A i —28mif .

Vicki: Precautions.

Chen Li: =Y.

Vicki: Casual.

Chen Li: I I o

Vicki: Long-term.

Chen Li: KIS o

Vicki: Lonely.

Chen Li: PELLR o

Vicki: To experiment.

Chen Li: ol W T, AW HMBIXH T .

Vicki: Don’t forget, you can visit our website to help improve your English.

Chen Li: HihtE:  www.bbc.co.uk/china 25 i tE 21 930,

Vicki: And you can email us at chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Chen Li: TS TR HEEE W 2

Vicki: Bye.
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