BBC Learning English — 15 Minute Programmes 15 4345 H

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Renee Zellweger %@Cﬁ ?‘?%

Neil: I've got something a bit different for you today, Jean.
Jean: Hmm, sounds fun.
Neil: I know how much you like the movies so | thought I'd give you a

celebrity quiz.

Jean: A celebrity quiz. H<Z NWIER/NEMN . ZFH]!

Neil: Welcome to BBC Learning English, I’'m Neil and with me today is
Jean.

Jean: Hiya!

Neil: Today we’re going to hear from an Oscar-winning Hollywood actress.

Jean: 1EFAT14 K BBC Learning English 5 H 4, FRATIIUT RN Gt —7 4 313
TS S =P

Neil: She’s best known for one role in particular. Now Jean, | want you to

listen to these people describing the character she plays and then tell
me who it is.

Jean: LEBRATSEARN W UAE 5 e AR Lo B st K LM S HDER, B R REA
REAG 75 HH b i #E W

Insert

Well, she’s very scatty, quite neurotic | think in a lot of ways, probably drinks and
smokes too much, desperate to have a boyfriend.

Shambolic, disorganised, she’s the type of woman that you often see in romantic
comedies.

She’s a thirtysomething single person living in London who’s quite desperate to
have a partner but keeps going for all the wrong men and along the way is quite
scatty, but very endearing.

Neil: She’s scatty and neurotic. Scatty.
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Jean:

Neil:

Jean:

Neil:

Jean:

Neil:

Jean:

Neil:

Jean:

Neil:

Insert

Neurotic.

ML 5. And she drinks and smokes too much and she’s desperate
to have a boyfriend.

Yep. She’s shambolic and disorganised.
418 IS — shambolic, # 5k — disorganised.
She’s a thirtysomething.

A thirtysomething — —/4 =1k S A

She’s desperate for a partner but always chooses the wrong men,
which is very endearing.

Endearing — £ A% .

OK, Jean, listen again and then give me your answer...

Well, she’s very scatty, quite neurotic | think in a lot of ways, probably drinks and
smokes too much, desperate to have a boyfriend.

Shambolic, disorganised, she’s the type of woman that you often see in romantic

comedies.

She’s a thirtysomething single person living in London who’s quite desperate to
have a partner but keeps going for all the wrong men and along the way is quite
scatty, but very endearing.

Neil:

Jean:

Neil:

Jean:

Neil:

Jean:

Neil:

Jean:

OK, who is it Jean? Can you guess?
It sounds to me like Bridget Jones.

You’re absolutely right, it is Bridget Jones and today we’re going to
hear from the actress who played the part, Renee Zellweger.

MR (B G HAd) B & T/ Bridget Jones. X 5% 1 7r U bR 52 X
o MFRATARIIRTA % 21 Bridget Jones K3 4525 Renee
Zellweger. | wonder why Bridget Jones was so popular in Britain.
Well, Renee Zellweger thinks the character is inspirational.
Inspirational — s8E A0 25 NI .

She’s imperfect.

Imperfect — JFA5E M.
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Neil:

Insert

Here’s Renee:

I think she’s inspirational because she is imperfect and she reveals that she’s
imperfect and she kinda seems to accept that she’s imperfect and despite being
imperfect she seems to succeed. And maybe it’'s because she’s imperfect that she

succeeds.

Neil:

Jean:

Neil:

Insert

She says Bridget kinda accepts she’s imperfect.

Kinda. iX &4l ‘Kind of HZits I, —MAREREA A, MM EL,
i “It's kinda cold today” — 4K KSH ks

Listen again.

She kinda seems to accept that she’s imperfect and despite being imperfect she
seems to succeed.

Neil:

Jean:

Neil:

Jean:

Neil:

Jean:

Neil:

Jean:

Neil:

Jean:

Neil:

Jean:

Neil:

She kinda seems to accept she’s imperfect.

WALT- e 1L 52 1 H B IFAN SR, A IR S iR .
Do you know where Renee Zellweger’s from?

Well, Bridget Jones is from England, so is she British?

Actually no. She’s American, but she can do a very good English
accent.

o HISE R NTEAS L] DL 4 i B 5 A B i ke, T BLR AN LR 22 1Mot
SRYETE RIS 1 Z TR IR ANTA] o

Yes, the difference is mainly in accent, though there are some
vocabulary differences too. When Renee Zellweger played the part of
Bridget Jones she spoke using a British accent.

PEE M KA R 1, At — 2l gl L AR . 4 Renee
Zellweger #3i5 Bridget Jones [, I EDEE ¥ . Well, that's a
useful skill.

Very useful — especially for her new film role as another
Englishwoman.

Oh really, who’s that?
Here are some words to help you — to portray.
M — to portray.

Institution.
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Jean: 4 NBREAH LI . (E9EH institution 1XAN ] AT LUXFEH SR IE 28— AN R
et R TR LS KRB AT D F— A A ). Institution.

Neil: Worldwide.

Jean: 4Bk — worldwide.

Neil: The turn of the century.

Jean: Halz <z,

Neil: Listen and find out about Renee’s latest film.
Insert

Renee Zellweger is now portraying another British institution: Beatrix Potter. ‘The
Tale of Peter Rabbit’ alone has sold more than forty million copies worldwide,
since it was first published at the turn of the last century.

Neil: She’s playing the part of Beatrix Potter.

Jean: Who is Beatrix Potter?

Neil: Beatrix Potter wrote and illustrated a series of children’s books. All
the main characters were animals and the most famous is Peter
Rabbit.

Jean: Beatrix Potter filff T — RV LA K 1, XL Potter L1 HOZ:
11 4 P PR P 5 v BT ) T A RS TR TR T R N, e A B S Peter
Rabbit.

Neil: The books were written at the turn of the last century.

Jean: So, over a hundred years ago.

Neil: Yes, but they’re still very popular. Over forty million copies of her

first book have been published. They’ve been translated into thirty-
six different languages, including Chinese.

Jean: WS AR R T 4 T IXAREI PR 36 Mt S, WHDGE.

Neil: But it was very difficult for Beatrix Potter to find a publisher for her
books.

Jean: A 2447] Beatrix Potter $ tH i p H it AR ity B0 AR 2002 A S R o

Neil: But eventually she found a publisher... and fell in love with him.

Jean: Ah. So it’s a love story.

Neil: Yes it is, and a story about how she struggled to be taken seriously

because as a woman at that time she faced a lot of prejudice.
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Jean:

Neil:

Insert

WIS T RN, MR T Potter Lo AR SIN (INARAE R — 44 LAk
FA 232 T s LR FBA L, o e B T Rl o

Here’s Renee explaining why she wanted to play the part of Beatrix
Potter.

Because she’s absolutely fascinating and her story is so rich: her life, you know,
her experiences, her achievements, what she contributed to English history, not
just to English culture. It just fascinates me.

Neil:

Jean:

Neil:

Jean:

Neil:

Jean:

Neil:

Insert

Absolutely fascinating.

Absolutely fascinating — 404/ (15| AAME:.  Fascinating 2482 /M 111
JEAS ], W AR A s e = B2 absolutely, 1ANZ very. JEiEHE —
B very KRB — L8 S AR R s ZU K TE A1, thin interesting — very

interesting. A ATHER:Z ) /E, absolutely —# FUE S BIHE ), &
Bagshrg s, HEF e B AEGE T, absolutely interesting Wik
AT T o

On BBC Learning English today we’ve been hearing from the
American actress Renee Zellweger.

She’s best known for portraying the character Bridget Jones, but now
she’s playing another famous Englishwoman, Beatrix Potter.

But her greatest success came in a film called Cold Mountain, about
relationships during the American Civil War. She won an Oscar for
the Best Supporting Actress.

Ut 5 LA S S ) R I —# %2 1% v Cold Mountain (¥ 1) 49 i L ic
s T EIE4%%. She must have been so pleased to get the
award.

Well, she was, but she thinks her experience of making the film is
more important to her than the Oscar.

The reward is getting to live it: the friendships, the memories, I mean think about
the experience. It was a nice night, but that was a life experience and I'll never
forget that. | mean that was six months of living in a place that | would never
have had occasion to visit — so many things that I would never have seen.

Neil:

Jean:

Neil:

She thinks that the Oscar ceremony was a nice night, but making the
film was a life experience.

NAEF—BEENZ))) — a life experience.

It was a life experience because of the friendships she made and the
good memories she has.
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Jean: She says she lived in a place she would never have visited, for six
months.

Neil: Yeah, the film was about America, but it was actually filmed in
Romania in south-east Europe.

Jean: Rt — R AR B, TS P SR AE BRI AR R A 2 ) Je AR B3
Neil: And she saw things she would never have seen if she hadn’t gone to

Romania. Here’s Renee again.
Insert

The reward is getting to live it: the friendships, the memories, I mean think about
the experience. It was a nice night, but that was a life experience and I'll never
forget that. | mean that was six months of living in a place that | would never
have had occasion to visit — so many things that | would never have seen.

Jean: It seems to me that Renee Zellweger’s got almost the perfect life.
Neil: You mean she’s a rich, famous and successful Hollywood film star?
Jean: Sounds good to me.

Neil: But is there anything that she doesn’t like about her life?

Jean: Here’s Renee.

Insert

It’s very uncomfortable for people to have to put up with the circus that revolves
around you sometimes and I’'m just not good at it - I’'m just not good at it and
I’m coming to accept that certain things will just never sit well with me.

Neil: Oh no, she says it’s like a circus surrounding her sometimes.

Jean: FESCTE L, circus XA RS SARH R, AL B IR A 5 —
Wy A e — A4 NHIBARIE 2 .

Neil: And it makes her and people around her feel very uncomfortable.

Jean: She says she’s not good at it.

Neil: She means she’s not good at coping with the media attention.

Jean: F I B AN AR A IR (1 25 Tl H

Neil: But she’s coming to accept it will never sit well with her. Coming to
accept.

Jean: B#i% T — coming to accept.

Neil: To sit well with someone.
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Jean: FH AR 4k — to sit well with someone.

Neil: Listen again.

Insert

It’s very uncomfortable for people to have to put up with the circus that revolves

around you sometimes and I’'m just not good at it - I'm just not good at it and
I’m coming to accept that certain things will just never sit well with me.

Neil: Oh well, I suppose you can’t have everything in life.
Jean: No, and unfortunately for us, we’ve run out of time.
Neil: We hope you enjoyed hearing about Renee Zellweger and learned

some useful words and phrases.

Jean: Before we go, here is some of the vocabulary again.
Neil: Scatty.

Jean: IR o

Neil: Neurotic.

Jean: PREE T

Neil: Shambolic.

Jean: P HLAEE 1 o

Neil: Thirtysomething.

Jean: =R

Neil: Endearing.

Jean: BNEEZH.

Neil: Inspirational.

Jean: WU N

Neil: Kinda.

Jean: o Rt

Neil: To portray.

Jean: FAME

Neil: If you want to learn more, you can go to our website at

www.bbc.co.uk/china.

(BIB|C

R (AT

bbcukchina.com




Jean: TR, AT RIS www.bbe.co.uk/china.

Neil: Or if you have a question, please email us at chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.
See yal
Jean: Bye!
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