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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Student Finance X4t

Lily: Hello and welcome to BBC Learning English. I am Lily.

Carol: RFEA! FdCarol. X R2r A ABLLRDET S N K240 T AR 5, T iR
L A 2E A F RS AR 36 T e S A SR A 35 B R 7 o

Lily: Today we are going to look at one important aspect of university
life: student finance.

Carol: FEA RIS AR B TR 170 A 2R B R R A R K ATT S RESS IEAE B (1 2%
T2 KB LRI R AR R ey 2 ST BRIV ) 2

Lily: Going to university is a big step in life. For a lot of youngsters it will
be the first time they will have to manage their own budget.

Carol: Manage their own budget #it.

Lily: From last year, the tuition fee was increased to £3,000 a year.

Carol: AR, R AEATU R A AL ARG s IS A A T RREE AL 5 2242 4930004
BERIAE E B

Lily: And other living expenses are on average £3,000 a year.

Carol: WYL, KPP REE T EE S RZY9000 5 5 (B ] . Fra i NIRRT,

PEiAs 135 0007G.

Lily: So how are students managing their budget and how much support
should parents give if they can afford it?

Carol: BB R, A ERATRIT T JUAL D& [ R At R A T

Insert

I don’t really like sponging off my parents, so I've got a job as well to get me
through it. It’s hard enough for my mum to get enough money for her and my
sister, before | start asking for money for myself — so there’s just no chance — |
have to go buy it myself. As soon as I’'m in Manchester living here, that’s it.

It’s my degree, so therefore my finances are my responsibility. And because

they’ve already helped me out with accommodation, anything that I live on, |
take care of.
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I got a student loan, which is just over £3,000, but | also get some money from
my parents as well. They’re happy to help out because it’s towards an education
— as long as we’re not just wasting it all in drinking it all away.

I am in the 3rd year. | went to the end of my overdraft a couple of times and I'm
lucky to have middle class parents who can help me out really. Mostly my
finances have been poor because of the summer, so if | just lived as a normal
student and then worked during the summer it wouldn’t be so bad — but | go on
big holidays and things. This year | went to the Philippines and then came back
overland from Singapore — Trans-Syberia and stuff like that — which is a wicked
experience, but eats into your finances obviously. But it's better than doing
nothing all summer | think!

Lily: Well, these students have quite different views depending on their
family circumstances.

Carol: XK, ﬁ%iﬂ‘]%;kz%ﬁmahﬁﬂzﬁ ERRT R AR ELTIRDL . Wt
U, AR AR R R AR B, AR H O T .

Lily: The first one said he doesn't like sponging off his parents

Carol: Sponging off his parents [i] X RHH T34

Insert

I don’t really like sponging off my parents, so I've got a job as well to get me
through it. It’s hard enough for my mum to get enough money for her and my
sister, before | start asking for money for myself — so there’s just no chance — |
have to go buy it myself. As soon as I’'m in Manchester living here, that’s it.

Lily: The student in the second clip feels that getting a degree is for her
benefit, so her finances are her responsibility.

Carol: RN, BN T HC, Frel ik 2R TR N IZEE H COR AR
ke

Insert
It’s my degree, so therefore my finances are my responsibility. And because

they’ve already helped me out with accommodation, anything that I live on, |
take care of.

Lily: The third year student is perhaps in the best situation with middle
class parents.

Carol: Middle class parents ()& ESCREE T =g, BB .

Lily: He went to the end of his overdraft a couple of times because he

went on big holidays.

Carol: Overdraft %,
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Lily: He said that travelling around the world is a wicked experience but
cost £4,000. Not everyone can afford that!

Carol: No. A wicked experience Sl Ji. Wit vl PRI S ARG, (K
W T AC B ol A S NWZAN o AR FRATT W — i -

Insert

I am in the 3rd year. | went to the end of my overdraft a couple of times and I'm
lucky to have middle class parents who can help me out really. Mostly my
finances have been poor because of the summer, so if | just lived as a normal
student and then worked during the summer it wouldn’t be so bad — but | go on
big holidays and things. This year | went to the Philippines and then came back
overland from Singapore — Trans-Syberia and stuff like that — which is a wicked
experience, but eats into your finances obviously. But it's better than doing
nothing all summer | think!

Lily: We’'ve just heard some students talking about their budget. But we
will also hear from a parent sharing her views on supporting her
children through university.

Carol: XA 40 Carmel Stewart IR K—IHH =ANET, 1 HAEZ T ERFR] 5
TR AR EFINE A R4 ) Carmel 3, £F4E 9000 B2 T8 an R 5e 4>
ik Ok AR, SERKE T .

Insert

It’s like putting your children through private school and you cannot expect them

to do it without help. So the arrangement that we came to was that first of all we

paid the fees for them; secondly we paid their hall fees; and thirdly we gave them
an allowance.

Lily: In her case, Carmel and her husband provided full support for their
three children. They came to this arrangement:

Carol: 5, FKEE ST TR 2.

Lily: Tuition fees.

Carol: Hk, FREHEZ AL T A%

Lily: Fees for accommodation.

Carol: AR, BT K RATE S % A1 70 AR
Lily: Allowance. Let’s listen to this clip again:

Insert

It’s like putting your children through private school and you cannot expect them

to do it without help. So the arrangement that we came to was that first of all we

paid the fees for them; secondly we paid their hall fees; and thirdly we gave them
an allowance.
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Carol: RE Carmel RN FAE LRSI A B —FE 2, (H RETRAH
o IXHARTERAAJARE? FRATIESE KN Ur Carmel 2754 B ?
Insert

Well, the first one did excellently but then she is a very determined person and
when she decides she is going to do something she does it. She decided first of
all she was going to get a first, which she did, and secondly she was not going to
have any debts. She put the money in a high interest account, and when she
came out she took the money and she travelled around the world, and she came
out with no debts at all. But she did live on Marmite sandwiches almost for three
years. The second one didn't fare so well, mainly because | think he is quite a
generous spirited soul and he likes to be the life and soul of the party, and being
the life and soul of the party actually involves spending money and being full of
bonhomie and going out and enjoying it. So he actually dropped out after a year,
which | was eternally grateful for, but he did still manage to spend an awful lot of
money in that time.

Lily: What a contrast! One came out of university without debt and one
dropped out. But there is some good vocabulary here:

Carol: o, ARV AR TR 1 SR 2 LI T MR

Lily: High interest account.

Carol: AR R RATIR S

Lily: Came out without debts.

Carol: BAATAT155

Lily: Live on.

Carol: (E BRGNS

Lily: Marmite sandwiches.

Carol: — Rl Marmite (& =W14.

Lily: Now let's look at the words Carmel used to describe her son:

he didn't fare so well.

Carol: b BRI BE ) PTAN S AR

Lily: A generous spirited soul .
Carol: AR .

Lily: the life and soul of the party.
Carol: AT O A

Lily: Full of bonhomie.
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Carol:
Lily:
Carol:

Lily:

Carol:

Lily:

Carol:

Insert

P | TAER
Drop out.

It is not uncommon to hear some freshers drop out after the first
year.

Freshers Ko, Mg dl, M ERZARHE—RERE A2 MY,
XM 58 e 2 AR B

That’s exactly what a sensible student should do.

SAERTREE LK Chris Tapp, R ASE BRI T — ekt #F
K, HEBRARYrWT LR A K Chris $2 0 T W4T 158

It’s really important that students do that; that they know what their parents are
going to be able to contribute, if their parents are going to pay for their
accommodation or something like that; that they know that. Even working
through a budget with their parents can be extremely useful. It's also important
that students think through how they are going to fund their time at university;
so if they are going to get a job it’s great to be able to do that quickly so that
they can get settled into doing that and work that around their schedule as much
as possible. It’s also important to make sure they understand different types of
credit, so when they open their student bank account you know normally there’ll
be an interest free overdraft and these kinds of facilities, it’'s important that
students understand that.

Lily:

Carol:

Lily:

Carol:
Lily:

Carol:

Lily:

Carol:

Chris has some very good advice there. First of all, students need
to know how much their parents are going to contribute and work
out a budget.

JerE A B OHICRIEREE S KR BRI A O, SRagy B CHilE —
5o

Secondly, they should think through how they are going to fund
their time at the university: to fund.

To fund . AD2EA00 T3 A Ak, #S A BRI TET T,

Yes, once they decided to take on a part-time job, they can work
that around their schedule as much as possible.
— EAE TAT TRHE R, AR AR Re s I ), AT A I A

TRo

Finally, they should understand different types of credit and
different kinds of facilities.

Different types of credit and different kinds of facilities 17/ kKA
EESEY S EE YRy
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Lily: For example, when you open your student bank account, you know
there is usually an interest free overdraft and other offers.

Carol: interest free overdraft LR BiE Y. 7 7 7O LU, iEFRATEN
—ifi Chris L.

Insert

It’s really important that students do that; that they know what their parents are
going to be able to contribute, if their parents are going to pay for their
accommodation or something like that; that they know that. Even working
through a budget with their parents can be extremely useful. It's also important
that students think through how they are going to fund their time at university;
so if they are going to get a job it’s great to be able to do that quickly so that
they can get settled into doing that and work that around their schedule as much
as possible. It’s also important to make sure they understand different types of
credit, so when they open their student bank account you know normally there’ll
be an interest free overdraft and these kinds of facilities, it’'s important that
students understand that.

Lily: It has been almost ten years since the tuition fees were introduced.

Carol: Eid 2 10 #, JeE K2F2n 2 NP 1000 &5 Lk ILAE R 3000 5. i
SRR (I 5F I, TR 2R AE KU BRI 28 ik — R F5 1K B2 g

Lily: That’s right. If you are good with your finances you can enjoy your
university life much more, like this young woman:

Insert

I’'m shockingly good at my finances — | create a budget plan — well, | did last
year! | stayed over the summer and worked in Manchester, paid my own rent and
didn’t take any money off my parents — which | think they were quite impressed
with.

Lily: She said she is shockingly good at her finances - i & #i Gt T
shockingly good.

Carol: She created a budget plan - JiilE — TS Wi .

Lily: She stayed over the summer and worked in Manchester 5] &

F, WAEZWITT.

Carol: She paid her rent and didn't take any money off her parents. {4~
H O AT, 1 Hab w5 B — 53k

Insert
I’'m shockingly good at my finances — | create a budget plan — well, | did last
year! | stayed over the summer and worked in Manchester, paid my own rent and

didn’t take any money off my parents — which | think they were quite impressed
with.
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Lily: Naturally her parents were impressed. | am impressed too.

Carol: HARAR T . AFAM AR T LU A A2 ? A2 ch — 4
PR ST WRARME S SBAINTH, s8R T A iS00y H T, #
UL TN R AL PR . FRATTAOMEFE sk /2 chinaelt@bbce.co.uk.

Lily: Hope you have enjoyed our programme and see you next time.

Carol: Bye.
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