BBC Learning English — 15 Minute Programmes 15 4345 H

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.

KT GIAHEE:

THERIXANZ T H H I v Rt . ASSORe Al e BefT RBL . gt e b
W H A A

Terracotta Warriors 4§

Neil: Ok, Sun Chen, I have a test for you.
Sun Chen: A test? That’s not fair. Neil Jft4— R ELR T,

Neil: Well, it’s about Chinese history, so you shouldn’t have any
problems.

Sun Chen: KRy S i) 8, AR MEANEI R

Neil: Listen to the man and tell me which Chinese historical site he’s
talking about:

Insert
The first figures were discovered in 1974, and though there’s been a steady
programme of excavation ever since, it's thought that the 1,000 or so figures

here in front of me represent just a small part of a vast Imperial Guard.

Sun Chen: Neil £H500E, X075 LTt n, s E AN s, Can | hear
again?

Neil: Of course. And here are some words to help you. Figure.
Sun Chen: A%, Figure.

Neil: Discovered.

Sun Chen:  #x3l. Discovered.

Neil: Excavation.

Sun Chen:  #{Z4i. Excavation.

Neil: Imperial Guard.

Sun Chen:  #[E[HBA. Imperial Guard.

Neil: Here he is again:
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Insert

The first figures were discovered in 1974, and though there’s been a steady
programme of excavation ever since, it's thought that the 1,000 or so figures
here in front of me represent just a small part of a vast Imperial Guard.

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Insert

Well, it's easy now. fiiiiff) /&S . & Moeib B aiile?
We say the ‘Terracotta Warriors’.

Terracotta Warriors. = {fi. At EAT H R ST E F2EE, it
2 W T T g 2

Because the Terracotta Warriors are coming to Britain?
What, all of them?

No, not all of them, but quite a few will be displayed at the British
Museum as part of an exhibition about the first Emperor.

Wow, sounds interesting. K¥EEPEE A AT B 19 2E 47 B —
— IR RMEYE, XA Y L TR A E AR .

Yes, | would say it is the most important archaeological excavation in China, if not
in the world, because the First Emperor had such significance in Chinese history
and he unified China, he made China as we know it today.

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Insert

There’s that word ‘excavation’ again.
SR ki1

Archaeological excavation. Archaeological.

That was Jane Porter, who’s in charge of the Chinese collection at
the British Museum. She says the Terracotta Warriors are the most
important archaeological excavation in China, or perhaps the world.
She thinks it’'s because the First Emperor had such significance for
Chinese history. Significance.

HAEEZE L. Significance.
He unified China and made it the country we know today. To unify.

RS o BATH RV At A B -

Yes, | would say it is the most important archaeological excavation in China, if not
in the world, because the First Emperor had such significance in Chinese history
and he unified China, he made China as we know it today.
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Sun Chen: Have you ever seen the Terracotta Warriors, Neil?

Neil: Yes, actually, I have. | was lucky enough to visit Xi’an a couple of
years ago. It was an incredible sight, but I've forgotten some of the
history, I'm afraid.

Sun Chen: BARFATIN Neil DLarg & i 2, itk T, A FiXB
%, Neil 837525 NS E L.

Neil: Well, here’s a man who knows his Chinese history, but first, some
words to help you: warring.

Sun Chen:  #O6H,

Neil: Factions.

Sun Chen:  Jkjl,

Neil: Warring factions.
Sun Chen: O IR A

Neil: Megalomania.

Sun Chen: H = H R .

Neil: To decree.
Sun Chen: e, TAN.
Neil: The afterlife.

Sun Chen: ettt

Neil: Court.
Sun Chen: 25,
Neil: To be replicated.

Sun Chen:  &ifl.

Neil: Listen to the expert.

Insert

They were built on the orders of the first Emperor of China, the man who united
the warring factions and who ruled the new nation for just 11 years. But in an act
of fantastic megalomania, he decreed that he would continue to rule from the

afterlife, and he ordered his entire court and army to be replicated in terracotta to
keep him company after his death.

(BIB|C

R (AT
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Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Insert

Ah, yes, I'm beginning to remember now. The First Emperor
wanted to rule from the afterlife, after he died, so he built an army
out of terracotta to protect him.

Fihesk, AT Neil & TAHEET ...

Here’s the director of the British Museum. He’s speaking about
what makes the First Emperor so special:

The First Emperor, Qin Shi Huangdi, was able to dream on a scale that nobody
else ever dreamt. | don’t think anybody in history has tried to create a parallel
universe, life-size, in which he would rule forever. So much of what modern China
is, is a consequence of what that man did, and | think there are very, very few
historical figures who changed the world in such a way that we are still living with
the consequences of that change.

Sun Chen:
Neil:
Sun Chen:
Neil:
Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Insert

fih A5 AR 58 ) B e N BERE AR L2 .

He tried to create a parallel universe. Parallel.
FATHY, JFATHY.

Parallel universe.

—NIFATHI T -

Modern China is a consequence of what the First Emperor did. A
consequence of.

UARARAEGE DAV FECT I AR, IR U AT A K1Y is

consequence of 7— A%,

Have another listen.

The First Emperor, Qin Shi Huangdi, was able to dream on a scale that nobody
else ever dreamt. | don’t think anybody in history has tried to create a parallel
universe, life-size, in which he would rule forever. So much of what modern China
is, is a consequence of what that man did, and | think there are very, very few
historical figures who changed the world in such a way that we are still living with
the consequences of that change.

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Let’'s hear some of today’s words again. Archaeological.
X1,  Archaeological.
Significance.

FRKEX. Significance.
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Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Insert

Factions.

JR7. Factions.
Megalomania.

M= A KH. Megalomania.
To decree.

w4, Mifi. To decree.

That’s what so exciting about this whole site, that the Terracotta Warriors were
excavated by chance, it’s a never-ending, endless excavation site. | can’t see it
ever ending because there so much still to find.

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Insert

That was Jane again from the British museum. She thinks the
excavation in Xi’an is so exciting because it’s never-ending.

KA T

It's endless.

KK, FKAE]

She thinks there’s still a lot left to find.

WP KHIREL, — MEBRIEDIE, B AR REIAG R E?

That’s a very good point. Here’s the Director of the British Museum
again speaking from Xi’an.

You can’t do justice to the story other than here of course. But | think what we
can do is give the visitor some idea of the scale of the achievement and how
different it is from anything that we know in Europe.

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

He says you can’t do the site justice other than in Xi‘an. You can’t
do it justice.

AP BOER R, BHIEUE A, $ e A A N4 2] 1.
You can’t do it justice, but he thinks the exhibition will give people
an idea of the scale of the achievement. The scale of something,
meaning the size of something.

P

Achievement.
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Sun Chen:  uil.

Neil: The scale of the achievement.

Sun Chen: G BIRLZ2 K 0 Bk o

Neil: He says it’s very different to anything in Europe. Listen again.
Insert

You can’t do justice to the story other than here of course. But | think what we

can do is give the visitor some idea of the scale of the achievement and how
different it is from anything that we know in Europe.

Neil: But despite that, it’s still a very large exhibition and one that China
thinks is important. He thinks the Chinese authorities have been
generous.

Sun Chen: . Generous.
Neil: Listen to the Museum Director again.
Insert

It’s very striking that the Chinese authorities have been so generous to us in
London. This is the largest loan of material from the tomb of the First Emperor
that’s ever been allowed out of China and it’s very pleasing that they’ve chosen to
make that loan to the British Museum. It also, | think, suggests something about
how important they think it is that the world outside understand the long history
of China and obviously in London that will reach a very wide international
audience.

Neil: So it’s actually the largest loan of material from the tomb of the
First Emperor ever to be allowed out of China. Tomb.

Sun Chen: BiZ%. Tomb.
Neil: Tomb is spelt T.O.M.B. but the B is silent, so be careful. Tomb.
Sun Chen:  [REEXADIEE IR HFE 2 T.O.M.B. HJai 71 b AR EHI,
Neil: He thinks the outside world can learn a lot about China’s long
history because the British Museum has a very large international

audience.

Sun Chen:  AbiAJy A ENSIE S I, SEArt T b IS D S IR R AR 2
KRRTERESMION, AR A N7 BATHRWT k.

Insert
It’s very striking that the Chinese authorities have been so generous to us in

London. This is the largest loan of material from the tomb of the First Emperor
that’s ever been allowed out of China and it’s very pleasing that they’ve chosen to
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make that loan to the British Museum. It also, | think, suggests something about
how important they think it is that the world outside understand the long history
of China and obviously in London that will reach a very wide international
audience.

Neil: Well Sun Chen, | definitely think I'll go to that exhibition.
Sun Chen: Yes, | can tell you need some help with your Chinese history.
Neil: Yes, well, before we go, let’s hear some of the words from today’s

programme again. To decree.

Sun Chen:  fiifi, 4.
Neil: The afterlife.

Sun Chen: k4, ki,

Neil: Replicated.

Sun Chen:  &ifl.

Neil: Tomb.

Sun Chen:  P&ZE,

Neil: To do something justice.
Sun Chen: A EHMAT 4 3t .

Neil: If you want more help with your English, go to our website
www.bbcchina.com.cn.

Sun Chen:  JREEAN T RS L IGYSE R, HIA T BEI S REFAT B3
www.bbcchina.com.cn.

Neil: Or send us an email at chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Sun Chen:  WEEAIRAIA B THE. AT HAEE chinaelt@bbce.co.uk.

Neil: See yal

Sun Chen: Byel

(BIB|C

R (AT
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