BBC Learning English — 15 Minute Programmes 15 4345 H

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Where’s this place?

It’s in central London.

It looks like a castle.

Yes, and it’s a dangerous place.

Are you sure? Is it as scary as it looks?

Let’s go in and find out!

KZEUf, 32 Oliver, Wil BBC JHB#% 1 H .

And I’'m Helen. Today, we’re taking you on a journey of
discovery inside one of the darkest places in London.

1B B Iy, Xt e fe s .

The Tower of London. We have quite a few stories for you about
this dark place.

FMFEECLHR T, By F, R85, AREERH. i
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The Tower of London was built 900 years ago by the king of
England at the time - William the Conqueror.

REZ A E BUE T 900 4T, I e — AR E B, A e
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It certainly looks intimidating.
ECKAH intimidating.

And one thing that the Tower is famous for is its role as a prison
and a place of execution.

XL AR A A AR, M, IRZIEHIAUREAE 2K AR )
Tower Hill H5)L#EALSER] .
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Helen: Well, are you interested in the gory details? Then it’s time to go
on a guided tour.

Insert
Right, ladies and gentlemen! Great privilege today, your guided tour will be

played in China! All right? Well, as part of the BBC so if you do laugh in the right
places that will help!

Helen: Bill is a guide who lives inside the Tower and he showed us
around.

Oliver: KA T, IX[BIFRATA ELIE Y ) S5 AT B . AL RN AATRAT AT 43240
T o FERMBAR R, AHEEAA 2 DU ?

Helen: Yes, how many prisoners and how many executions?

Oliver: A N AT 270 32 FEIAUNE ?

Insert

We only had three and a half thousand prisoners, and of these, only 363 were
actually executed. That’s not bad! It’'s about one in ten.

Oliver: K E 2L 3500 48N, H ks 363 # AL,

Helen: Want to hear more about the grisly details? Bill has the story.
Oliver: WAEACBIEIANL, S — M AR S 1.

Helen: A raised wooden platform.

Oliver: B4 = I O T 1Ky

Helen: Straw - long dried grass.

Insert

Right — as you’re so obsessed with beheadings, they used to take place up there,
on Tower Hill. Now on execution day, thousands of bloodthirsty people, not unlike
yourselves, would gather around a raised wooden platform up there. That
platform was covered with straw to absorb the...? Blood! Yeah.

Helen: Yuk. That’s disgusting.
Oliver: FLRARE L A RS S ORI ZE TR ALY o« HJ2E, Helen, IXJURJTT

f, SR RIEAE S e .
Insert
People were mainly beheaded with one stroke of the axe. What happened next

was standard: the head was impaled on a soldier’s pike (a spear-like weapon)
and it was carried through the streets of London and left on London Bridge as a
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warning to other would-be traitors. But it also served as an early form of bird-
feeder.

Helen: As Bill explained, people were mainly killed with one stroke of the
axe.

Oliver: KZHIMBERARH 8 )78 T-H 78— N FHkFE. And that’s lucky.

Helen: Absolutely! And after the victim lost their head, the awful thing
was that the head was then put on the soldier’s pike.

Oliver: K7 pike, BT Bkt — M FIEARKT b, Z A0k R
'/fi]to

Helen: And it would be left at London Bridge.

Oliver: ZIRHIREAEAC B . ACBIRAC TSI D E AR5

Helen: And this was to serve as a warning to other would-be traitors.

Oliver: KR traitor, HA/ExX B S @ g iR —AVE S

Helen: What’s more, the piked heads attracted birds and they were
picked at.

Oliver: KR AT, BRCR B Sk iR fa T S LITHI B

Helen: Here’s Bill again with the story of execution.

Insert

Now on execution day, thousands of bloodthirsty people, not unlike yourselves,
would gather around a raised wooden platform up there. That platform was
covered with straw to absorb the...? Blood! Yeah. People were mainly beheaded
with one stroke of the axe. What happened next was standard: the head was
impaled on a soldier’s pike (a spear-like weapon) and it was carried through the
streets of London and left on London Bridge as a warning to other would-be
traitors. But it also served as an early form of bird-feeder.

Oliver: RS, AR EIRA H ek, SRR 2 BBC ik #re i H, 3K
ATEAE H s R 20 W AS 25035 44 155t r-- 10 U .

Helen: As we moved inside the castle, another dark story awaits us.

Oliver: — AT R AN princes ARG L. What's the
story, Helen?

Helen: Around 400 years ago.

Oliver: 400 FHIFE T
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Insert

King Edward IV died and left his brother Richard, Duke of
Gloucester, to look after his young sons, one of whom was the
new king.

2N R [ [ 52 A e DU HEAERT I B L3N HEAT 45 T Al Ao 26 20 PR AT AR
Forp U7 R 2 o Bk 1 £

But Uncle Richard locked up his nephews into the Tower of
London and seized the throne for himself.

Woah, that’s bad! FURUANZE T H CHE AT, 110 H G T £A7.
The poor boys were only 14 and 10 years old.
NETATRI 14 %, MHARA 10 %

And then one day the boys simply disappeared within the tower.

HUXHFE, SRTEMATRER T, AT AUBURSE T AT ? AT - Ak A
Ly ?

Does your uncle ever babysit? Not anymore! Right! Their disappearance was a

mystery for nea

rly 200 years. In 1674, workmen on the south side of the White

Tower, removing an old stairwell, found a box. Inside were the remains of two
small boys. Experts at the time claimed these to be the bones of the princes.
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Workmen started to do some repair works on the south side of
the White Tower.

FES A BRI L, TN AR AR r i — 2415 T/E. What
did they discover?

Well, the workmen found a box under an old stairwell.

FERRIA] .

Stairwell.

FE—NABEBE IR R, TAAMTRILT — 18

Yes, and inside the box, there were remains of two small boys.
Uit

Remains.

T LR PRI S

And experts at the time claimed the bones belonged to the young
princes.



Oliver: AN AR & KA TR

Helen: Claimed.

Oliver: XIERWANEFH ). X —IREERRI, WAL N E A4
BT g ?

Insert

And on orders of King Charles 11, they were place in Westminster Abbey, in
Innocents’ Corner, which is named in their honour.

Oliver: T Y I B AR RS
Helen: King Charles Il gave orders, and the remains were buried in

Westminster Abbey.

Oliver: JUE R FRAE T TR R, I8 Lt I M

Helen: What's more, the place was named the Innocents’ Corner in their
honour.

Oliver: TH

Helen: Innocent.

Oliver: TEABIE R, RIS TRRBOR 4 T E A, BN EFA1Z 8 7R
AR IERFE.

Helen: But who killed the boys?

Insert

But who killed them?

Helen: To this day, nobody really knows. Well just when you think the
Tower of London couldn’t get any scarier, Bill has another
surprise for us.

Oliver: T ? X)L MRS T o Wi et s 1A — N A B AU, S 1)
.
Helen: A torture chamber. And it’s a dark, nasty and cruel place deep

inside the castle.
Insert
Torture is a way to keep a conversation going. It is the turbo charge to an
interrogation, and by far the most famous interrogation that took place here was

that of Guy Fawkes.

Oliver: Bill ISHEHyBRAT, A HE AL &8 T il ik aE g 4k .
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Helen: Yes, Bill said torture is a way of keeping the conversation going.

Oliver: [EARSE NIRRT

Helen: Interrogation.

Oliver: AT MR AR

Helen: Yes, on the turbo charge.

Oliver: FEIX B 35 44 TR 2 6T Guy Fawkes (7.

Helen: Do you know what he did?

Oliver: Please do tell.

Helen: Well he tried to blow up the parliament in 1605, but he failed.
Oliver: Oh dear! Al Jm SRALE B £ 1E AR o K B IR HE S 2 KLY H 2

Wy, Al AR AR T g E e RS .
Insert
Guy Fawkes was bound by his wrists and ankles to two spindles. These were then

set in the rack. By means of a ratchet mechanism, the spindles turned in opposite
directions. So he began to stretch.

Oliver: AN E A

Helen: The rack.

Oliver: Guy Fawkes f1F i,

Helen: Wrists.

Oliver: AT o

Helen: Ankles.

Oliver: FRWGBAE T A L1

Helen: Spindles.

Oliver: WMRARESIRARh, FEEHE SR A

Helen: Well the spindles would turn in the opposite directions.
Oliver: IR EmgeE — A AN, AR Nt kT
Helen: Yes, the poor guy would be stretched.

B|B[C]
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Insert

On the rack you can stretch a man nearly six inches and then things go rather
badly wrong. Joints get pulled apart and your joints are held together with
ligament and tendons. You might have known that. But it will be news to some of
you that ligament and tendons are stronger than bone. Pain! That’'s what we’re
talking about here! There they all cracked on the rack.

Oliver: B o W, WYUK, A2 Lk 6 )

Helen: And that’s the limit, then things start to go wrong.

Oliver: WA AR, K5,

Helen: Joints.

Oliver: R 0D A o

Helen: And joints are held together by ligaments.

Oliver: ki

Helen: And tendons.

Oliver: JULREE, W S A B SR B 41 21

Helen: And they’re stronger than bone as Bill says, so imagine being

pulled on the rack.

Oliver: PN, WO, HELLAZ R .

Helen: So not many prisoners survived the torturous rack. Not even Guy
Fawkes.

Oliver: Guy Fawkes fHZ il TIXAMHZE, 2 et Akl 7 58 .

Helen: And how he died was unbelievably nasty.

Oliver Oh Helen, FRARFATIERE A LAET H LS89 7, A ik AZAT .

Helen: No, I won't go on, but now let's have a reminder of what the rack

could do to you.
Insert

Guy Fawkes was bound by his wrists and ankles to two spindles. These were then
set in the rack. By means of a ratchet mechanism, the spindles turned in opposite
directions. So he began to stretch. On the rack you can stretch a man nearly six
inches and then things go rather badly wrong. Joints get pulled apart and your
joints are held together with ligament and tendons. Pain! That’'s what we’re
talking about here! There they all cracked on the rack.

Oliver: 7, WAL Wrog T TR, ARITE T, A B TS i sk
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And there are loads of stories for those of you interested in
torture and executions.

AR RATEA K2 I RS AR BAEN A T

Well, 1 hope you’ve enjoyed our tour with Bill in the Tower of
London.

GpmhL, AR A H O EX k.
Bye for now!
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