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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Insert

Is there any point in a degree — coming to a university isn’t cheap and with top
up fees as well — you could come out at the end with debts of £20,000. Many
students drop out or fail and unemployment among recent graduates is three
times higher than it was a couple of years ago.

Jo: A news report there about university education in the UK. And we’ll
be looking at this topic much more closely in today’s BBC Learning
English culture programme. I'm Jo and with me today is Jean.

Jean: Hello there.

Jo: So let’s just look at what that news report was actually saying. We
heard the question — is there any point in a degree? A university
degree.

Jean: — AR BIEA A E NG ? Is there any point in a degree?

Jo: Is there any point in studying? Is there any point?

Jean: FA B84 AU what'’s the point? What'’s the point in a degree?

What'’s the point in studying? 2% >] FIEU 2507 2R A 14 55 e ?

Jo: So the news report asks — is there any point in a degree? Coming
to a university isn’t cheap because of top-up fees.

Jean: FE), AR DL KR 2A A T top-up fees. Top up il A2 Bt in i =
B, fees 9. AN IXFM IR AN 2 B2 B AR ? JEXAER), &
VLA ] SO0 AR (R B e RN R A AR B B i), AN Rt
Y, FSEHE XA E R AR A B SR e SRS s DT ABSURT A SR TS £
Z RIS N % b O AR R, RS —4F )L Toe B s H o ISLE AR
N SN A AR T LU SRR, SEME A T U . FrRAdAT]
JEAE topping up BUR L& AE B J7 T 4k

Jo: So university isn’t cheap because of these top-up fees that have to
be paid back — it’s possible for students to leave university with
debts of up to £20,000. A debt.

Jean: —Ef, B SE T ORI R T A 2 T, AT 30 T AR
fii%. Up to ix%,
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Jo: The report says many students drop out or fail. To drop out.

Jean: By, BEE AN L fall.
Jo: And unemployment now is three times higher than it was a couple

of years ago. Unemployment.

Jean: DRV AR T R b e 5 0 B RO 2 M AR B R AR e T = Rl At
&

Jo: Graduates. A Graduate. Here’s that report again.

Insert

Is there any point in a degree — coming to a university isn’t cheap and with top
up fees as well — you could come out at the end with debts of £20,000. Many
students drop out or fail and unemployment among recent graduates is three
times higher than it was a couple of years ago.”

Jean: 0% PR A 1) A S A A AT e AR D8 ARAE ], st EAS K24
HEMMMeERR, KERAERNR OB AR, M ERA RS2
g ?

Jo: Well Mary Ann Sieghart works for British newspaper The Times and

she actually thinks her degree has been extraordinarily useful.

Jean: Extraordinarily NG5 1. Wil — KA e A e, N—TFe6h
MM F] T TAE. In the first place \—JT4h.

Jo: And according to Mary Ann the media employs almost entirely
graduates. Here’s Mary Ann.

Insert

It’'s been extraordinarily useful for me — first of all it helped me get a job in the
first place — the media these days employs almost entirely graduates — very very
hard to get a job if you haven’t got a degree so it actually got me my first job in
the first place

Jo: And she’s not the only person who thinks a degree is very useful.
Liz Mooney is a project manager.

Jean: Liz Mooney J&—{7 30 H & B i th Ik 57 B — AN 40 2 A AR — 14
$: o

Jo: It’s worth it. Doing a degree is worth it.

Insert

I think if you have the choice then doing a degree is worth it because it gives you
academic skills or shows that you can work to a particular academic level - and
shows that, you know, you have the skills and determination to be able to work at
a level which is kind of a starting point really for any career.
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So she says if you have the choice, doing a degree is worth it
because it gives you academic skills and shows you can work to an
academic level.

Academic AR,

Shows you have skills and determination.

Determination L. XA E AR — gL AR DIRE S . A
starting point #zZ & (i 5.

Let’s recap some of today’s university related language so far. We
learned the word ‘degree’.

FAL. FATEZR T — A, A AR

Is there any point? Is there any point in a degree? And we talked
about top-up fees.

By 2l

Many university students have debts. A debt.

IS AR T

To drop out. Or they fail.

WAL AR A R B ] — Rl A,
A graduate. And there’s a lot of graduate unemployment.

Follo BATWWTEIVE, PO —DRAAALAEENER 2 AR A FTH
Extraordinarily.

And it can help you get a job in the first place.
M—TTIRI . AEENDN L2 B) A2 e R A S
It’s worth it.

FAB BRI — A RF AR IR R

A starting point. You’re listening to BBC Learning English and today
we’re talking about university education.

FEIT o B KR FAATTA R OR A 2 AT 2 85 Bt o i EABRATTA R 1 1
g, RN A ORISR RAMER M .

The people we’ve spoken to so far think it’s definitely worth
studying for a degree but not everyone completely agrees. We



spoke to William who didn’t think his degree has been very useful
to him.

Insert
Actually it was a bit of a waste of time - | enjoyed it —but | haven't needed it and
I don't really think for my job | needed my degree, my degree hasn't been useful

at all.

Jo: William says he didn’t need a degree to do the job he is doing now
— and he thinks it was a bit of a waste of time.

Jean: TR BRI TV — A
Jo: We also spoke to Avril Oughton who is an entrepreneur.
Jean: Entrepreneur g aK. Wik W, UGS TAELE T B il

WA K AR IR AT LR

Jo: You can always achieve without a degree and there’s nothing like
experience in learning for business. There’s nothing like it.

Jean: B A LS TAR EREBOARIRRE I T o 5 FLARIR L TR R RN S ARl
BT .
Jo: She says she thinks it shows. She talks about famous successful

entrepreneurs who haven’t got degrees and who left school at the
age of 16 and went into the workforce.

Jean: Workforce T{EN#E. ¥, Here’s Avril.
Insert

Education is always important but you can always achieve without a degree and
good education. There’s nothing like experience in learning for business and |
think that shows — there are a lot of very, very successful entrepreneurs, they left
school at 16 and they went into the workforce and got experience and there’s
nothing like experience.

Jean: —BEIRAT IR B A R 27 BV AR s L B B A A 4o 2 SRR T 45
Wity o ALy B2 571, AATTHANBEAF AN P AL AT AT 4 P PR AR ] .

Insert

Well | needed a degree to get my first job - you do need a degree for quite a few

jobs. But I think that overall | didn't learn a lot and | spent a lot of money which

I'm still trying to pay back.

I had to have a degree to get the job I've got but it didn't necessarily make me

richer - 1 know I'd be richer now if I hadn't gone to university ‘cause I'm still
paying for university and will be for 10 years | think.
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Jo: So the first man there said he didn’t learn a lot and he spent a lot
of money which he’s still trying to pay back.

Jean: To pay back 22k, 5 AUt 5 Liile, A= MAETHE, sl d
— AN A IR 2 SRR T A

Jo: It didn’t necessarily make him richer. He thinks he would be richer
now, he would have more money, if he hadn’t gone to university.
He’s still paying for university even as a graduate and he will be
paying for it for ten years!

Jean: AT S B OAE LRSI (27 9 A 2, AAMEANARAT DR, Helk2 JA %
R X VTR BRI ). AEDE [ ERSE MR RN, FES A T 5
ARAEAM, Pl RS EoEi s LS R AR S . RS B K
PORAMESATIXIEB ], BURF & RGBT 2 BT, A R R R T A2
Ja A AT LTI 83X RE I BURF DK

Jo: But even though he’s not richer he says he wouldn’t change
anything.

Jean: AT I 2 A TR K GRS, A AR E?

Insert

I wouldn't change anything ever because university was the best years of my life
such a good experience and the friends you make at university are the friends
you have for life and the things you learn at uni are the things you care about for
the rest of your life. It's about going away from home and being able to survive
on little money - looking after yourself, doing you own laundry and even if you
don't get a good degree and it's not in the subject that's relevant to the job that
you're going for afterwards, just the fact that you looked after yourself for three
years - it means quite a lot

Jean: b gz B R SR RIX R T, B RSO AR I 5%
%0

Jo: Being away from home, being able to survive on little money.

Jean: WA E TS, BE O, A UKk — X PIRER AT R R S50 #R
AT .

Jo: Doing your own laundry. He says even if you don’t get a good
degree.

Jean: Even if L VR A A0 AR AR A R UL IR AN R A B, B AR I

ERIIMTHERETARKR. 5 relevant.

Jo: It’s not relevant to the job you get afterwards — the most important
thing is that you’ve looked after yourself for three years. Let’s just
have another look at some of the language we have heard. We
talked about how one graduate felt doing a degree was a waste of
time.

bbcukchina.com



Jean:
Jo:
Jean:

Jo:

Jean:
Jo:
Jean:

Jo:

Jean:

Jean:

Jo:

Jean:

Jo:

Jean:
Jo:
Jean:

Jo:

Jean:

Jo:

(BIB|C

R (AT

bbcukchina.com

IR T G o AL @INEZU N AL I A DA o
An entrepreneur. You can achieve without a degree.
BAT AL AR REIAG L o FATIE U] T I LB

The workforce. Students often have to pay back money when they
leave university.

LEEERS . AR —FLDT
To be away from home, doing the laundry.
H oA B O .

To survive on little money. Little here means not a lot. And finally
we talked about degrees being relevant to your job.

Relevant £ 5%[f].

7 IAT4 K BBC Learning English B75 Hil KK 7R3 T H LI FE AR A
LS DL, AT RN I I R ) ORI

Is it similar at all in China Jean?

Actually Jo in China we still see university degree as a very
important achievement. ANk FATR 22 BIAF RN T I 32 P62 21 AR L
A ARERIR

And is it expensive? Do people have to pay back for a long time like
in the UK?

Well, some of them. Especially if they study overseas.

Have you paid back your university education Jean?

Just about!

Anyway, we’ve run out of time for today. If you want to find out

more about student life in the UK and about learning English, you
can visit our website www.bbc.co.uk/china

BRE PRI UL E BRI FRAT email BEE . AT email #5452

chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. We’ll see you next time

Bye!



