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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Zinedine Zidane F&W

Insert

Simply magnificent in terms of the way that he put his skills together, a fantastic
talent.

He has a magic that can just create a thing of beauty.
Skilful... mesmerizing. Absolutely incredible.

Neil: Who do you think they’re talking about, Sun Chen?
Sun Chen: Hmm, sounds like an artist or something.
Neil: Well, some people would say that he was an artist but in fact he

was a footballer — the greatest footballer of his generation.

Sun Chen: Wrifdk, XE8 A — N ERK T . sk, fhR—REskiEsh . A
T XA AR A R AR DL .

Neil: I’'m Neil. On BBC Learning English today we’ll be hearing all
about Zinedine Zidane, the French footballer who retired after the
World Cup.

Sun Chen: A, M. FA14K BBC Learning English FATERAR U L& A i

HFAR R HE I ER BFFIE N .

Neil: We’ll hear all about his life story: from his early days in France as
the son of poor immigrants, to winning the World Cup.

Sun Chen: AR F N LT BRI G AR ML MRIT
REHBE,  JHAS B — 445 A0 [ B A1 R FR 25 A4 BR DY

Neil: And we’ll hear about a full-length film which has been made
about him called “Zidane — A Twenty-First Century Portrait”.

Sun Chen: BATEELEH—HUSFEN N NG ISR, X5 R s iE N -—
21 A 4G .
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Insert

Zidane has just put his head in to the chest of the opponent and has to be sent
off if that’s been seen. Zidane, on his farewell appearance for France has to now
be sent off in disgrace here in the World Cup final.

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:
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We've started at the very end of Zidane’s career.

FATRIA TR, ik WAL ) S BRA R B 5 J Lo B, 7E3 B SR
Dol i B VEIE o

Zidane put his head into the chest of an Italian player. He head-
butted his opponent. To head-butt.

F3k$E, wijg to head-butt.

Opponent.

X opponent.

And he was sent off in disgrace. Disgrace.
k5 disgrace. #1141 F#i/& to be sent off.

He was sent off in disgrace for head-butting an opponent in his
farewell match — his last game. It was the World Cup final.

FEYGER, AR5 SRS b i 2 R PN AR, R RLE. K
REFRATTIE 2 S Ui 553 P FR B P RENEL

Zidane was born into a very poor family in the south of France.
His parents were immigrants from Algeria. Immigrants.

BRI immigrants. FFIE N I SCRERGE A BITR BRI (12275 4% IS

But his football skills made him the most respected player of his
generation. Respected.

= N . Respected.

Generation.

fE4X generation.

He played for two of the best clubs in Europe: Juventus and Real
Madrid. His move to Madrid was the most expensive transfer in

history. The Spanish side paid 45 million pounds for Zidane.

HERDAE T T A T e8s, AEFFENHBI RSN . RERA AR
m, JEAZENZ.

But he was worth the money because he scored the winning goal
for Real Madrid in the European Champions’ League.



Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Insert

Zidane also played for France and his two goals in the 1998 World
Cup final helped his country win the tournament. Zidane, or Zizou
as he is called by his friends, became a French national hero.

FHIE NSNS A 75 1998 M FAR eI 42 T8 1, fh— NSt
ANTRERR, SR T FE A R X et

Let’s hear about his performance from these football fans:

Simply magnificent in terms of the way that he put his skills together, a fantastic

talent.
Neil:

Sun Chen:
Neil:

Sun Chen:

Insert

He says Zidane was magnificent.
RS % magnificent.
A fantastic talent.

Hi{a ) fantastic. K4 talent.

He has a magic that can just create a thing of beauty.

Neil:
Sun Chen:

Insert

He has a magic. He can create a thing of beauty.

FIE N, UG AR BB, fHESE R,

Skilful... mesmerizing. Absolutely incredible.

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Skilful. Mesmerizing.
B ARG skilful. iEARIRIESEL K mesmerizing.
He says Zidane’s style of play is absolutely incredible.

i EANAT B 5. Absolutely incredible. X% ] K IE 78553k A HIR ) LARIE 3
gl iy HLAS AR IR ) Lo X H A2 F R 28 e A4t 56 Lk X A P
o

Zinedine Zidane is now retired, but in his final season as a Real
Madrid player some artists decided to make a film about him.
They called it “Zidane: A 21st Century Portrait”.

BUHE, FHENRCAIB T . HE A B 530 i ia — D3RI INHx,
AL NAIE M S s — ALY, XA A P AR FRIE N -2 Tl
U

Here’s what it’s all about:
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Insert

Shot in real-time by seventeen different 35mm cameras all pointing at Zidane,
the portrait records every kick, leap and muscle twitch made by the player
throughout the entire 90 minutes of a game for his club Real Madrid.

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Insert

It’s in real-time.
FSEHAEEIA real-time.

Seventeen different cameras recorded him — and only him —
during the full ninety minutes of one match.

What do you see?
Just Zidane. You see his every kick, leap and muscle twitch.

B, Wi kick. BEKwIE leap. WLAMKIESEE muscle twitch. iFRE
FHI HFFIE N

Here’s Julian Barnes, a British writer who loves football, France
and films:

There’s a succession of visual images of Zinedine Zidane: of him brooding,
spitting, sweating, walking a lot and, you know, lingering shots of his noble head
and torso, his boots...

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:
Sun Chen:
Neil:
Sun Chen:

Neil:

Insert

You can see Zidane brooding and spitting.

HAEIETPIRE brooding. 7 HEHA KI5 spitting.

You see him sweating.

WA A% — sweating.

He has a noble head and torso.

— AN E SRk . =B noble. 44k torso. So, is the film good?

Well, Julian Barnes thinks it makes you feel as if you are playing
in the game.

It gives quite a good sense of being right in the middle of a football game: the
confusion of the penalty area for example | think is very well conveyed.

Neil:

Sun Chen:
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He thinks the confusion of the penalty area is well conveyed. Well
conveyed.

TR M o Hi Sk . Well conveyed.



Neil: And you find out about how Zidane feels when he’s playing.
Insert

Zidane says at one point, he says, “Sometimes when you’re playing you don’t
hear the crowd at all and you think you can pick out the sound of someone
coughing in the crowd”. And then, rather fancifully he said, “l even sometimes
imagine that | can hear a watch ticking”, and you think “maybe this is what it’s
like in a footballer’s head at certain moments”.

Neil: He’s concentrating so much during the match that he doesn’t
hear the crowd at all. Sometimes he thinks he can pick out the
sound of someone coughing. To pick something out.

Sun Chen: 4Bkt ok - to pick something out. Fedl 1Rk WF—3i .

Insert

Zidane says at one point, he says, “Sometimes when you’re playing you don’t
hear the crowd at all and you think you can pick out the sound of someone
coughing.”

Neil: Sometimes he even thinks he can hear the sound of someone’s
watch ticking.

Sun Chen: ARG, A N T2 L, FREtBkal i A S AR RE T I AL

Insert

And then, rather fancifully he said, “lI even sometimes imagine that I can hear a
watch ticking”, and you think “maybe this is what it’s like in a footballer’'s head at
certain moments”.

Sun Chen: What happens at the end of the film?

Neil: Well, towards the end of the match Zidane becomes involved in
an argument with a member of the opposite team and gets sent
off.

Sun Chen: Ah, just like in the World Cup final.

Neil: That’s right. People have described him as a flawed genius.

Sun Chen: Flawed genius. UK A

What do you think Zidane will be best remembered for? #5FiA P
FRA A EAAEAL RN ?

Neil: Well, I think he’ll be remembered for lots of things — hopefully not

just his head-butt. For these football fans, Zinedine Zidane will be
remembered for his incredible skill:
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Insert

He would do tricks that you just wouldn’t have thought would be possible. He
would come up with flicks of the ball, or just the way that he would conceptualise
his moves — you would think that his football brain was quite amazing.

The tricks that he could do with a ball while he had it at his feet, the amount of
control he had when he was dribbling was absolutely incredible, but he could then
also put passes in with pinpoint accuracy to his fellow players.

Neil:
Sun Chen:
Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:
Sun Chen:
Neil:

Insert

They talk about the tricks he could do with the ball. Tricks.
Fhuk — tricks.
He had an amazing football brain.

PR LA HEHEEAT — MR EF 1 football brain. X it iiix /N A L Bk 5E
AR AR, IF BT —AMRAT Hng 1 A2

He had amazing control when he was dribbling.
A At A BRI — dribbling.

Here they are again:

He would do tricks that you just wouldn’t have thought would be possible. He
would come up with flicks of the ball, or just the way that he would conceptualise
his moves — you would think that his football brain was quite amazing.

The tricks that he could do with a ball while he had it at his feet, the amount of
control he had when he was dribbling was absolutely incredible, but he could then
also put passes in with pinpoint accuracy to his fellow players.

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

Neil:

Sun Chen:

He really was a great player, wasn’t he?
Yes, just a shame he wasn’t English.
Or Chinese!

Well that’s all we have time for today. If you want to learn more
you can go to our website at www.bbcchina.com.cn.

AT PIHE 2 www.bbechina.com.cn.

Or if you have a question, please email us at chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.
See yal!

Bye!
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