
ScriptScriptScriptScript ofofofof TOEFLTOEFLTOEFLTOEFL iBTiBTiBTiBT ListeningListeningListeningListening SectionSectionSectionSection (Smile(Smile(Smile(Smile LiLiLiLi))))

1

人类学考古学

1.1.1.1. PPPPrehistoricrehistoricrehistoricrehistoric peoplepeoplepeoplepeople ofofofof thethethethe NevadaNevadaNevadaNevada desertdesertdesertdesert

Today's lecture will centercentercentercenter onononon prehistoric people of the
NevadaNevadaNevadaNevada desert. Now, most of these prehistoric desert
people moved across the countryside throughout the year.
You might think that they were wanderwanderwanderwandering aimlessly—far
from it! They actually followed a series of carefully planned
moves. Where they moved depended on where food was
available—places where plants were ripenripenripenripening or fish were
spawnspawnspawnspawning. Now often when these people moved, they
carried all their possessionspossessionspossessionspossessions on their backs, but if the
journey was long, extra food and tools were sometimes
storestorestorestored in caves or beneath rocks. One of these caves is
now an exciting archaeologicalarchaeologicalarchaeologicalarchaeological site. Beyond its small
opening is a huge underground grottogrottogrottogrotto. Even though the
cave's very large, it was certainly too dark and dustydustydustydusty for the
travelers to live in, but it was a great place to hide things,
and tremendous amounts of food supplies and artifactsartifactsartifactsartifacts
have been found there. The food includes dried fish, seeds,
and nuts. The artifacts include stone spearspearspearspear points and
knives; the spear pointpointpointpoints are actually rather small. Here's a
picture of some that were found. You can see their size in
relation to the hands holding them.
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2.2.2.2. HomoHomoHomoHomo erectuserectuserectuserectus

Well, if there are no more questions, I would like to continue
our discussion of human evolution by looking at HomoHomoHomoHomo
erectuserectuserectuserectus, the earliest of our ancestorancestorancestorancestors who stoodstoodstoodstood uprightuprightuprightupright.
Homo erectus lived about one and a half million years ago
and was given that name because, at the time the first
fossilfossilfossilfossil was discovered, it represented the first primateprimateprimateprimate to
stand upright. There is evidence now that Homo erectus had
sharper mentalmentalmentalmental skillskillskillskills than their predecessorpredecessorpredecessorpredecessors. They
constructconstructconstructconstructed the first standardized tool for hunting and
butcheringbutcheringbutcheringbutchering. They created an extraordinary stonestonestonestone
implementimplementimplementimplement, a large teardrop-shaped-shaped-shaped-shaped hand ax whose design
and symmetrysymmetrysymmetrysymmetry reveal a keen sensesensesensesense ofofofof aestheticsaestheticsaestheticsaesthetics. This
detailingdetailingdetailingdetailing, along with the ax's utilitarianutilitarianutilitarianutilitarian valuevaluevaluevalue, strongly
suggests that Homo erectus had the ability to conceiveconceiveconceiveconceive ofofofof
and executeexecuteexecuteexecute a design to specification. In addition, Homo
erectus was the first hominidhominidhominidhominid to use fire. This discovery
enticeenticeenticeenticed them to cook meat, which they could flavor and
keep from spilling by flame, and which paleontologistpaleontologistpaleontologistpaleontologists now
believe may have given them a new disease. Some fossil
bones of Homo erectus are grossly deformeddeformeddeformeddeformed, and
paleontologists have noted that this condition is similar to
that found in people today who have beenbeenbeenbeen exposedexposedexposedexposed totototo
chronic overdoseoverdoseoverdoseoverdoses of vitamin A. Apparently Homo erectus
first got this disease by eating large amounts of animal liverliverliverliver.
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3.3.3.3. HHHHumanumanumanuman languagelanguagelanguagelanguage

You'll recall that in last week's class I talked about how the
sound made by most animals, though sometimes complexcomplexcomplexcomplex,
are different from human language. Only in humans do
these sounds representrepresentrepresentrepresent objects and events. Keep in mind
that most animals can only repeat their limited utteranceutteranceutteranceutterances
over and over again, while humans can say things that have
never been said before.
Today I want to focus on human language and how it
developed. I doubt you'll be surprised when I say that the
evolution of language was slow and laboriouslaboriouslaboriouslaborious. There's
some reliablereliablereliablereliable evidence that language began with early
humans a million and a half years ago. Through the study of
the size and shape of brain fossils, scientists have
determined that early human brains, like modern brains, had
a left hemispherehemispherehemispherehemisphere slightly larger than the right hemisphere.
We know that in modern humans, the left hemisphere's the
seat of language. We also know that early human brains
had a well-developed frontal section, known as Broca'sBroca'sBroca'sBroca's
areaareaareaarea, which coordinatecoordinatecoordinatecoordinates the muscles of the mouth and
throat. It's clear, then, that early humans had a speech
apparatusapparatusapparatusapparatus. They could produce any sound that we can.
What we don't know is whether early humans used what
they had. Since scholars know virtually nothing about
prehistoricprehistoricprehistoricprehistoric speech patterns, all they can do is speculatespeculatespeculatespeculate
about how language actually originateoriginateoriginateoriginated. Let me give you a
brief summarysummarysummarysummary of some of these theories.
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4.4.4.4. BBBBasketasketasketasket weavingweavingweavingweaving

Recently some anthropologistanthropologistanthropologistanthropologists conducted an interesting
casecasecasecase studystudystudystudy in ethnologyethnologyethnologyethnology.

Now ethnology, as you recall, is a branchbranchbranchbranch of anthropologyanthropologyanthropologyanthropology
that deals with how various cultures develop and change.
The study was about the development of basket weavingweavingweavingweaving
by African-American women who live in the town of Mount
Pleasant, SouthSouthSouthSouth CarolinaCarolinaCarolinaCarolina. The town is known for its high
quality sweetsweetsweetsweet grassgrassgrassgrass baskets which are wovenwovenwovenwoven by these
women. They've been weaving the baskets for generations,
handing down the skill from mother to daughter. Some of the
baskets have been placed on permanenpermanenpermanenpermanent display at the
PhiladelphiaPhiladelphiaPhiladelphiaPhiladelphia MuseumMuseumMuseumMuseum ofofofof ArtArtArtArt.
The origin of their basket weaving datedatedatedates backbackbackback totototo the 17th
century and even earlier when these women's ancestorancestorancestorancestors
came to the United States from the west coast of Africa.
Now, it's mainly a hobby. But back in the 17th and 18th
century, African American women wovewovewovewove the baskets for use
on the rice plantationplantationplantationplantations. There were two types of baskets
then: workbasketworkbasketworkbasketworkbasket and baskets for use in the home. The
workbaskets were made out of bulrushbulrushbulrushbulrushes.
Bulrushes are long, tough grass that grows inmarshmarshmarshmarshes. One
type of workbaskets was the fan basket which was used to
separate graingraingraingrains of rice from the waste. The baskets used in
the homes were made out of more delicate sweet grass.
They were used for everything from fruit baskets to baby
cradlecradlecradlecradles.
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