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1. Corn

In the late 1400s, when Christopher Columbus returned to
Spain from the western hemisphere, he brought with him a
sample of what the native Americans called maize, or, as
we call it more often today, corn.

The corn that Columbus introduced to Europe was the
distant descendant of a grass native to Mexico. The
peoples of the Americas probably started to domesticate
this grass as early as 5000BC. After about a thousand years,
they had developed a highly productive strand of corn
which later became the basis for the great pre-Columbian
civilizations.

Figuratively speaking, both the cities of the Incas and the
temples of the Mayas were built on corn. Domesticated corn
and the people who cultivated it developed together.
Without humans to care for it, domesticated corn could not
survive. The kernels are crowded together beneath the
strong protected husk and silk. And the young corn shoot is
not strong enough to break through the husk on its own. If
people did not strip away the husk and plant individual
kernels, the corn would die out.
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2. Life of Farmer

One of the most popular myths about the United States in
the nineteenth century was that of the free and simple life of
the farmer. It was said that farmers worked hard on their
own land to produce whatever their families needed. They
might sometimes trade with neighbors; but in general they
could get along just fine by relying on themselves, not on
commercial ties with others. This is how Thomas Jefferson
idealized the farmer at the beginning of the nineteenth
century, and, at that time, this may have been close to the
truth, especially on the frontier. But by mid-century,
sweeping changes in agriculture were well under way as
farmers began to specialize in the raising of crops such as
cotton or corn or wheat. By late in the century,
revolutionary advances in farm machinery had vastly
increased production of specialized crops. And the
extensive network of railroads had linked farmers
throughout the country to markets in the East and even
overseas. By raising and selling specialized crops, farmers
could afford more and finer goods and achieve a much
higher standard of living, but at a price. Now, farmers
were no longer dependent just on the weather and their
own efforts. Their lives were increasingly controlled by
banks, which had power to grant or deny loans for new
machinery, and by the railroads, which set the rates for
shipping their crops to market. As businessmen, farmers
now had to worry about national economic depressions
and the influence of world supply and demand on, for
example, the price of wheat in Kansas. And so, by the end
of the nineteenth century, the era of Jefferson's independent
farmer had come to a close.
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3. Monticello

Before starting our tour of Monticello, I'd like to give you | i 4%, 2&[E =47y
some historical facts that might help you appreciate what | 1 Ji| 5553

you see today even more. Monticello was the very much | fiii. #f#
loved home of Thomas Jefferson for over fifty years.
Jefferson, who was, of course, President, was also a great
reader and language enthusiast. He read widely on | #hgi Z 4
different subjects, including architecture. He wasn't formally | 5qv. ¥z iE it
trained in architecture, but as a result of his study and
observation of other buildings, he was able to help design
and build the house. He chose the site himself, naming the | n. 4
estate "Monticello," which means "little mountain” in ltalian. | n, Kzhp=
In fact, many of the ideas behind the design also came from
the ltalian architect Andrea Palladio, who lived in the | n. 4%
sixteenth century and who had a great influence on the
architecture of England. Jefferson, however, ignored one of |y K&
Palladio's principles, that is, not to build in a high place.
Monticello's elevation made the transportation of what was | n. mjpr. #idk
needed at the house—for example, food—especially difficult.
But the view from the estate would not be as spectacular if | adj. - #i1)
Jefferson had followed Palladio's advice; there really is no
boundary between the house and the nature around it, and
so Jefferson was able to look out on his beloved state of | adj. .02 5Z (1
Virginia from his wonderful vantage point. Now we'll go on
to Jefferson's library.
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4. Rodeos

The cattle ranching industry started in the new western
United States in the late 1800s. As the industry developed,
so did the horse riding contests that we called rodeos.
Rodeos weren't always the big entertainment shows that we
see nowadays. The first ones were small contests started as
a form of competition among people historically referred to
as cowboys, although they did include both men and
women. One duty of the cowboys was to guide herds of
cattle from the grassy ranges into towns around the railroad
lines where the cows were loaded onto trains. The cowboys
would gather near these cow towns to compete for the
unofficial title: best horse rider. They would demonstrate the
riding skills they had learned as a matter of survival. The
audience was composed mainly of other cowboys who
watched the competitors critically since they knew what the
events were all about. Rodeo contests took a different turn
in the 1890s when organizers began to hold cowboy sports
during yearly agricultural fairs. What was different was the
audience. It consisted mostly of people who were unfamiliar
with life on the range. They were amazed by the skill of the
riders and the intelligence of the horses. Rodeo at
agricultural fairs became so popular that ranchers and
business people began to organize rodeos as independent
events, separate from fairs.

The organizers built large arenas and earned money by
requiring spectators to pay for admission.

One of the most notable rodeos of this type is still held
annually in Wyoming.

It's called Frontier Days. \While Frontier Days is not the first
independent rodeo, it is the annual show, taking place each
year since 1897.
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5. Sailing ship

Last week, you recall, we discussed the early development
of railroads in the United States. Today | want to mention an
even earlier form of transportation, one that brought the
first European settlers to America. And that's the wooden
sailing ship. From colonial times, sailing ships were vital to
the economy.

Many coastal towns depended on fishing or whaling for
employment and income. This was especially true in the
northeastern states. And there the wood from nearby forests
and the skills of local designers and workers also formed the
basis of an important shipbuilding industry. But the big
profits were to be made on trade with faraway places. And
since sea captains often became part of owners of their
ships, they had a strong interest in the commercial success
of their voyages.

So these Yankees, that's what US sailors and officers came
to be called, they carried on a very profitable trade with
other parts of the world. The high point of this trade came
in the mid-19th century with the introduction of the clipper
ship, the enormous Yankee clippers with huge sails
reaching nearly two hundred feet into the sky. He'd carry
passengers and cargo from New York around South
America to San Francisco in less than three months and
clear to China in just half a year. At that time this seemed
unbelievably fast and efficient.

But in the 1860s, more reliable steam-powered ships
began to take over. And soon the important role of sailing
ships in the US economy would come to an end.
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6. Civil War

Last time, we outlined how the Civil War finally got started. |
want to talk today about the political management of the war
on both sides, the north under Abraham Lincoln, and the
south under Jefferson Davis. An important task for both of
these presidents was to justify for their citizens just why the
war was necessary. In 1861, on July 4th, Lincoln gave his
first major speech in which he presented the northern
reasons for the war. It was, he said, to preserve
democracy. Lincoln suggested that this war was a noble
crusade that would determine the future of democracy
throughout the world.

For him, the issue was whether or not this government of
the people, by the people could maintain its integrity; could
it remain complete and survive its domestic foes? In other
words, could a few discontented individuals and by that he
meant those who led the southern rebellion, could they
arbitrarily break up the government and put an end to free
government on earth?

The only way for the nation to survive was to crash the
rebellion. At the time, he was hopeful that the war wouldn't
last long, and the slave owners would be put down forever.
But he underestimated how difficult the war would be. It
would be harder than any the Americans had thought before
or since, largely because the north had to break the will of
the southern people, not just by its army. But Lincoln rallied
northerners to a deep commitment to the cause. They
came to perceive the war as a kind of democratic crusade
against southern society.
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