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2007 & ERIEIRAR Part A Text 3

Text 1

(DDuring the past generation, the American middle-class family that once could count on
hard work and fair play to keep itself financially secure has been transformed by economic risk
and new realities. @Now a pink slip, a bad diagnosis, or a disappearing spouse can reduce a
family from solidly middle class to newly poor in a few months.

DIn just one generation, millions of mothers have gone to work, transforming basic family
economics. @Scholars, policymakers, and critics of all stripes have debated the social
implications of these changes, but few have looked at the side effect: family risk has risen as well.
(®Today’s families have budgeted to the limits of their new two-paycheck status. @As a result,
they have lost the parachute they once had in times of financial setback—a back-up earner

Cusually Mom)  who could go into the workforce if the primary earner got laid off or fell sick.
®This “added-worker effect” could support the safety net offered by unemployment insurance or
disability insurance to help families weather bad times. ®But today, a disruption to family
fortunes can no longer be made up with extra income from an otherwise-stay-at-home partner.

(DDuring the same period, families have been asked to absorb much more risk in their
retirement income. @Steelworkers, airline employees, and now those in the auto industry are
joining millions of families who must worry about interest rates, stock market fluctuation, and the
harsh reality that they may outlive their retirement money. @For much of the past year, President
Bush campaigned to move Social Security to a savings-account model, with retirees trading much
or all of their guaranteed payments for payments depending on investment returns. @For younger
families, the picture is not any better. ©Both the absolute cost of healthcare and the share of it
borne by families have risen—and newly fashionable health-savings plans are spreading from
legislative halls to Wal-Mart workers, with much higher deductibles and a large new dose of
investment risk for families’ future healthcare. ®)Even demographics are working against the
middle class family, as the odds of having a weak elderly parent—and all the attendant need for
physical and financial assistance—have jumped eightfold in just one generation.

(DFrom the middle-class family perspective, much of this, understandably, looks far less like
an opportunity to exercise more financial responsibility, and a good deal more like a frightening
acceleration of the wholesale shift of financial risk onto their already overburdened shoulders.
@The financial fallout has begun, and the political fallout may not be far behind.

31. Today’s double-income families are at greater financial risk in that
[A] the safety net they used to enjoy has disappeared
[B] their chances of being laid off have greatly increased
[C] they are more vulnerable to changes in family economics
[D] they are deprived of unemployment or disability insurance
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32. As aresult of President Bush’s reform, retired people may have
[A] a higher sense of security [B] less secured payments
[C] less chance to invest [D] a guaranteed future
33. According to the author, health-savings plans will
[A] help reduce the cost of healthcare
[B] popularize among the middle class
[C] compensate for the reduced pensions
[D] increase the families’ investment risk
34. It can be inferred from the last paragraph that
[A] financial risks tend to outweigh political risks
[B] the middle class may face greater political challenges
[C] financial problems may bring about political problems
[D] financial responsibility is an indicator of political status
35. Which of the following is the best title for this text?
[A] The Middle Class on the Alert [B] The Middle Class on the Cliff
[C] The Middle Class in Conflict [D] The Middle Class in Ruins
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WEH B, 5 Bra]Omillions of mothers have gone to work, transforming basic family
economics F5 it , ¥F 2 FKEE MMM K ZE AR T K EELBFIRIL; F)@)...family risk has risen
fath, VSN TARRIEIE BRI T KEEM 5 . S5 EEER @A) 5t 5
R, B2tk sh i TARLLS, ZBE I PR R AR P4 LB ile (1), PRtk 25 7 — BEKEE
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[FHHERR] LT [A] IR the safety net 7E25 —EtA)(®)...the safety net offered by
unemployment insurance or disability insurance H1f i &, (HIEZ 2V “ N7 sh s
23 R R B AT T DR S A8 J PR 22 4 P B, FEIA R BT 1T 25 321X — R R BEIE O
T, WHERRIED [A] . HA)G...the safety net offered by unemployment insurance or
disability insurance W%, 224 {RMEAR H OB TR ORBE A ), %% A PRFEAE T 25 7] DL
“BEINTE BN S0 P, ARAERE IR R SORAE S B R IR RS AR RIRE, Buk DT [D] &
IRAHERf R T [B] H A5 E1A] laid off 75 25 B FJ@As a result...if the primary earner got laid
off or fell sick G Fri J, (BAE#H R2ul, WRIFRFMNRNECER, 1ERERNI578)10]
DAAME AR, FRERA 3R AR 23 ik inl /&, Skt [B] HERR.
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32.B

[FREEBIR] U1 (5% 5 President Bush 7£ 3 71 55 = Bt £)@).. President Bush campaigned to
move Social Security to a savings-account model 175 AT$¢ &, & FRAE# FEH retirees trading
much or all of their guaranteed payments for payments depending on investment returns, R[I7£1%
BT, IRPRON 52 DR e A AR AR <o 2 38 g MR Bl 4R 8 B4 98 o E ] 1, GRAR N SR ) R B
PN T, BN RS IE R T, %I [B] R & & SRR RE .

[FEHERR] [FIFEAHE X S8 =B @M el &, T A ORI R AL il TR EE Rl R FR 1)
&7, Bk, BEMISELZ 7, RS EIEm 1, A CREE IR L2 ok
NT, BAERBEEZ R T, HokT [A] . [C] . [D] BIOuAHERRKIRIE.

33.D

[fRREBEBR] T )5 HER health-savings plans 7] LATE C 2555 = B A)® k3. 1% 0)35 H i
FEfEE TR (health-savings plans) 28 5 g 4% Bt B2y fRAE K XK BE K (a large new dose of
investment risk), [, &I [D] 2 HHEMRIIFRIA,

[FHEHERR] 25 = EX51® i with much higher deductibles %o, i FEAEE TR N T Ey7 {5
B 9B AT, B R T ORI R K 3 0, MOE T [A] MBI S ESCRME R A
®)...health-savings plans are spreading from legislative halls to Wal-Mart workers 1§ H!, %% 1E
MALIEN R R BIR R3S 5 T, (HHFBA 3 SOt R e = i 15 203 Je, MOET [B]
e, TR T IZT R SBRRER R, CHERARK, MOEI [C] A IEH.

34.C

(BB ChREA)@The financial fallout has begun, and the political fallout may not be far
behind #5H, &5 LA RGERCEEI, BUARKWHHAIZ 7. HILATR, L5 N des|
RBGAFE, HOED [C] NEZR. FEH, &I financial problems i political problems 5
J5 3¢ ) financial fallout 1 political fallout [7] X .

[FHHEBR] SO & 7 A5 @ S BOA MR, (HIHR AR = 1 = E g T E R, Wk T
[A] AFFECE .. RKEA)D...the wholesale shift of financial risk onto their already overburdened
shoulders 1 H & f2 1 HH =Ry G R HH BE ORI 250 KU, 3 SBUR Bk AR, HukTn [B] &
WAUERG. &I [D] oA financial responsibility ] LLZE AR Bt f1)(D...an opportunity to
exercise more financial responsibility... ¥ F], (HiZAKERZ: FRPSEEAGZE L F=HY
RBATAT UM 2, BHER AT NG T 1. Ik &, 1FE AR RET 5t
ESBUEHAT G R, BUED [D] FBAUER.

35.B

[RRRBRE] A HHIG T P R EATPROATRERIT 8RR . H—BdR il —MadrR
DL R b B 8 53 BE TT DMRARAZ BT IR 7, 6 55— = BUAl ISR “ h P Bir R B 22 51 R
SN IR, JEERE —BUR i, RS 2 M R K E AR E . ik
AR SRR R A SE R B, SOk [B] MR

[FARHERR] 0t [A] i “ 4507 g [C] g “FJEHK” &5 E SO ZE I, 3
e B h B i m Bt LA, (HIRRA AT EA5CK, Bkl [D] HIERIE A
.
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count on fE#; K% With luck, you might cover your costs, but don t count on it. iz’ < 4]
TR VFE AR T, (B4 iz <o
fair play ~1EACFE; AFXf5: This kind of behavior violates many people $ sense of fair play.
ERAT A BEFZ N AT R,
transform /trens'fom/ v [T] B4%; #4%: The place was transformed from a quiet farming
village into a busy port. IXANHb 77 H 22 AR A A N AT s 1.
pink slip fi#/&i@%1+ Receiving a pink slip means being laid off. 23| fi# Jfe i %1 5o B Wk 45 2%

Ao
spouse /spavz/ n [C] Fff: Spouses were invited to the company picnic. Fc B3RS N2 & i1
LSS

reduce /rr'dju:s/ v [T] A FEFCRZS SR H : The fire reduced the house to ashes. X137k
KA 5§ IR o

solidly /'solrdli/ adv "Z[#Hs; 4552H: These cars are solidly constructed. X475 4 #ili& 1518
G552,

B
stripe /strarp/ n [C] F#2; Z5%Y: Politicians of all stripes complained about the plan. JEJE
RIS A 2R IX T
implication /xmplrkerfn/ n [C] 5MWi; J55: The election has profound implication for the
future of U.S. democracy. % T3 E R ERIAKRIMN S, X IREZAE REHIFE.
side effect FI1E[; =k ZAMAISEH: In Eastern Europe, one of the side effects of freedom
appears to be crime. 7EZRKK, H H AT AgIE Sk 2 A IAREE
budget /badsit/ v [I] ZwTii%: budget for the coming year / a holiday abroad / a drop in sales
TR | BAME A | BT R e HE T
paycheck /pertfek/ n [C] L% #i7K: She got £ 25 in cash in her first paycheck. (1%
—Ar LN 25 HEIL 4
setback /'setbxk/ n [C] iE; #:47: a serious setback for the peace process A3t FEH ™
LIS
back-up J54%; J5#%: |'ve gota security force as back-up. A — X IREENG & T1=.
lay off fi#/&: Millions of people have been laid off in the steel industry. 4847\ A HE A
.
weather /'wedo(r)/ v [T] “F2iEid; £521F: weather a crisis ~FZiEid fal
disruption /dis'tap/n/ n [C,U] "HWr: widespread disruption for motorists K3t | (1 22 i H K7

[%—=E1]
absorb /ob'so:b/ v [T] ZLit; Z52: absorb the additional hardships & 524k 1 A 7
fluctuation /flaktfu'er/n/ n [C,U] ¥3); A81k: wide fluctuations of temperature ¥ & HIE K
Ak,
harsh /ha:[/ adj J&EER; JoH% (K. the harsh realities of the world news [l 3 [ o it S it )
BB E S
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outlive /aot'ltv/ v [T] gk&lA8 a7 7E R 2 BALL Cal 554 K : a regulation that has outlived
its usefulness T 2235 FH &I SRAFAE HFLIN

campaign /kem'pemn/ v [I] ZIiE3N; IWFHIES0: She spent her life campaigning for women s
rights. W EEA4 80 T LGS ) .

retiree /rutaro'ri/ n [C] BAR A G5 1BIRFE; &l

bear /bea(r)/ v [T] #&+H; FHF: the experts fee shall be borne by the tenant % 5 7% 2 1 4K Fl
NV}

deductible /dr'daktobl/ n [C] CEREHID FIER G40

a dose of —{7; —xi: Marcus added a healthy dose of skepticism to the discussion. £ 7 Hy
NIX RIS T —EA T e PR EE

demographics /demo'grefiks/ n [P] A4 iH4dE: the demographics of book buyers 1445
UNEES N €

work against sb / sth Xf------i&i i AMiH; [H#G: The government’s new policy has worked
against the interests of small farmers. EUR FEHTBCR AR TN 3 T AR -

odds /ndz/ n [P] AI#EYE; HL£>: The odds are that she’ll win. 7] &1t 2> i o

attendant /o'tendont/ adj fEF#[1: famine and its attendant diseases /L3 M it 2 1M K [ 95

(2804 E]
perspective /po'spektrv/ n [C] M #ff: M A(: We have to look at everything from an
international perspective. FAI 1240 LA Br AL K A5 — 1) 1] /i
a good deal more / less + adj £15% / /0f5%: Shes married to a man a good deal
older than herself. uhizss T —MER IR Z 5 A
acceleration /okselo'rer/n/ n [U] Jnk; {&ik; hnig: an acceleration in the rate of economic
growth Z835F K R R K
wholesale /hovlserl/ adj KFUEE (111): the wholesale slaughter of innocent people X Jo% H
T P DR RIUAE B %
fallout /fa:lavt/ n [U] &M; J55: The political fallout of the affair cost him his job. iX—%
PERBOR S AR 2 T TAE.

| GEBUTREMID |
in that [5]’4: 1've been lucky in that | have never had to worry about money. FIiREiz, MK
A R R
deprive /dr'prarv/ v [T] FIZ5; {322: In prison they were starved and deprived of sleep. i
AFESR 4R kI HLERRAS 2
compensate /'komponsert/ v [T] #Mz%; JE42%: The firm will compensate workers for their loss
of earnings. A FH¥AME TR ATR 2K o
outweigh /avt'wer/ v [T] bh----- H; e FEHE % . The advantages far outweigh the
disadvantages. FJizt K-,
bring about 5|i2; $#; if&: How can we bring about a change in attitude? A/ 14na A4
REUAE AN FEWE ?
on the alert %%, [j#%: The security forces are now on full alert. 24 ¥ BA\IRAE AT
A HVEFORE o
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(GEIEW D |
(O During the past generation, the American middle-class family that once could count on hard
B ) K35 ER E 15 M )
work and fair play to keep itself financially secure has been transformed by economic risk and
E 5G] HiE K&

new realities.

ZAJ I T45 8 M. the American middle-class family...has been transformed.... F:i% family 2
J& | that 5] 552 8 WA B TIE MR . that $848564T 17 family, 7EMAJFR/EFE, WA
138 & 5h i & count on, F£iE 2 hard work and fair play, 457 2 to keep itself financially secure
1E B BPRE, Rom EEIEAER B 8. ARE0 by 5] EASER R

@ As a result, they have lost the parachute they once had in times of financial setback—a

H{NE EE HE 215 E BN E)
back-up earner Cusually Mom) who could go into the workforce if the primary earner got laid off
BECA: T 1B M)
or fell sick.

KA FETFEB4r & they have lost the parachute.... F£if the parachute Z J5 I they once
had...sethack /&2 0% 1 5¢ & 4Xi7 which/that [1)5€ i M FJ, %5647 parachute 1EiE— 0 HfERE
U fEZEmENAH, EIERE they, 1HIE3NEE had, KRAAFBMSEITIE parachute
N TRETEE, in times of financial setback Jyi [APIRTE . #4775 5] i) a back-up earner

Cusually Mom) ...YE parachute [I[EIA71E . H who 3|5 1) 58 18 M f) A 254714 earner VEH#E—
UL . 1% TR AL S — AN i 5 SRR EE D

(3@ Steelworkers, airline employees, and now those in the auto industry are joining millions of

ERES 1R 1E Ei&
families who must worry about interest rates, stock market fluctuation, and the harsh reality that
BN 6]

they may outlive their retirement money.

R4 5 MK 8]
%A1 =T 45804 Steelworkers, airline employees, and those...are joining millions of families.
Hrh, FiEJE steelworkers...those, in the auto industry Jy those )5 & E15. families Z 5N
who 51 S EIEMA], XHFATEH. fEiZE BN, who FEAAH5E471A families 76\ A
e IR, JEE SR worry about, H:J5 ) interest rates...reality N iE . 1E reality 2 5 & H
that 51 SRR A7 18 N FD,  6EF AT )3t R 4417 reality 1F3E— 25 (R4 78 UL EH

@ For much of the past year, President Bush campaigned to move Social Security to a

B ) K35 ERE 1835 B 87 RE
savings-account model, with retirees trading much or all of their guaranteed payments for
B 7R % A IR 35
payments depending on investment returns.
1¥ REIRIE

ZA) I T-458) 4. President Bush campaigned.... with retirees trading...for payments #&—4>
“with +44 1R+ ILAE 5318 ” SRR RO E AR A5 4G, TEAR )R VEFEREARTE . 26 =1 payments
2 J5 4317 %6 15 depending on investment returns {F i B 52 i, S HAERE— D IR ULIA .
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(EE 1D

O £ AN, SEE A [ 2 SR SR AR FE S 71 TAR RN AP 52 4 B RE ORFF AR E B4R 5F
WRBL, T A 22 5 RS ATE R BLSAROUEX — D A T 38 . @BE — KIS IE A4S — 4
FI 12 W5 B A 1) 1 25 A RT E A AR LA H AR — ARSI R B R X A T K T
Je

OBBRL AR 8], i BT/ RIRRE R EUE T, I3 7 AR R L IR

Ul @5 RFH LB B ORI S 18 T XM &, ERRDEANE
BUFLREIER SR i i ) ARG th B R i . @ RIS E TS Q28R 31 7 XA T o 2N
MR . @ZER, ATk 25 1 3 25 00 55 VT SRR F) R 37 < —— 1 SR 5 L PR TR AT SR L B A 14
i, AFNJE &R CEW R 7T R T . @XM “ BN sh /12
S g o SRl DR 0 5 DR RS AL AP 22 A i, B R IEE I HESG . ©FEZS R, KRR
(/b P th A RE S LART A 72 5 L I AR 2R MREDUEIA NN T 45 21 554

O5BEFF, ZERE R A AR RSN B E R H B 22 UK . @R ER G L TN i 2w R
S, LRBUEIR G TN, AhAIAECA TR EE RSO A R R esh AR A7
i ] AE 2 AR AR g U PR AR PRI LS . @K FEARAC — BURHE], ATAT & 48 77 B A 2 R i
P R B M B, IRAEARIRAR N TRt I COK R 7 A AR A ORBE A 4R AR A T AR EEF % [m]
IR . @M FERFBEN S, BT 20, GOEUSTIRAEHIZERS S H A S EE T & H 1)
AR T SO AT A e B 75 T R IE M SLIEAURA A A BR /R3S 63 o, it R n
By ORESL FHBAI, BN 1 S RE AR R B2 YT DR {5 T R 45 93 XUz . @)L S5 5B N IR x e
P B BEARAF, K A — AN IE RS I SR BEENE AT RENE LA Bl 22 T SR A AE B4 A0
2ot LR EARIMHE, AN T BN T\

Onr AR A, WA RRBER AR R, FIRVF2 R LT AR — AR IHE 2 SRl
TUERINL S, T SEAGE e < R RS i e A R AT AR AN A7) R BB A mT AR s 72
@%WF LA RO I, BUAKW A GEHAZ T,

B2 25 S B B AR 7 BB AE . http://kaoyan.xdf.cn/
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