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Everyone knows that diamonds are special. Besides their charming and special meaning,
they' realso the hardest mineralson the planet.

A new study suggests that even people in ancient China appreciated the wonders of diamonds.
About 6, 000 years ago, people in China may have used diamonds to polish their stone axes. That
would push back by several thousand years.

To reach this conclusion, Peter Lu, a physicist, at Harvard University, studied four ancient
burial axes found in two tombs in Jiangsu Province. The axes date back to between 4,
000 and 2, 500 BC. Lu used special microscopes and other high-tech equipment to show that the
axes were mainly made upof three minerals. The most plentiful mineral was corundum (ENIE)

Finding corundum was a surprise because it' s the second hardest mineral on
the earth. Because diamond is the only mineral that' s harder than corundum, Lu thought that the

ancient Chinese must have used diamonds to shape and polish their axes.
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Totest this theory, Lu used a diamond knife to cut oneof the burial axes.
Then, he tried
polishing the new surface with three materials: diamond, corundum, and quartz ( &%%).
Onlydiamond produced a surface as smooth as the original.

The new research alsosuggests that people in Stone Age Chinacould have used topolish jade
and shape it into various objects. These ancient people may have been muchmoretechnologically
advanced than expertshad ever guessed.

21. What can we learn from the passage?

A. The ancient Chinese made big axesand found some objects.

B. Peter Lu is a famous expert in Stone Age history.

C. Corundum isthe hardest mineral onthe planet.

D. Conundrum is the most plentiful material of some ancient axes.
22. What was Peter Lu’ s aim?

A. To figure outwhat the ancient axes were mainly made of.

B. To find out whether the ancient Chinese used diamonds.

C. To figure out how the ancient Chinese polished their axes.

D. To find out whether more ancient axes were in them China.
23. What does the conclusionmentioned in the lastparagraph prove?

A. Quartz may be much harder than corundum.

B. Corundum wasdiscovered by theancient Chinese people first.

C The ancient Chinese could have used diamonds in their daily life.

D. Axes have ahistory of at least 6, 000 years.
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24. What dowe know about theancient axesfrom the passage?
A They were less hardthan diamonds.
B. They were well-preserved in the tombs.
C. They were more beautiful than today’ s axes.

D. They were made using high-tech equipment.

AT

21. &% D. RIEEE=B&H[E— "The most plentiful mineral was corundum (£RIF)" B4,
22. BF B. IRIENES _RMFE=KRH.

23. BE C. IRIEXERGF—ESE—4 "The new research also suggests that people in Stone Age
China could have used to polish jade and shape it into various objects.” BJ[,

24. B A, RIBXEFHRERFE—T "To test this theory, Lu used a diamond knife

to cut oneof the burial axes.” B,

B

Kelly Trella has found a way to get rid of her 2-year-old son’ s old
clothes: she exchangesthem. Trella was clearing her house when she came across
a magazine article about ThredUP, achildren’ s clothes exchanging website. She
signed up and has been exchanging used clothes ever since.

ThredUP now has 15, 000 members with another 1, 000 being added each week.
Founder and CEO James Reinhart says the company is trying to attract parents who are
buying back-to-school clothes. The existence of ThredUP is surely driven by the economy.

“These days people who once only dropped off clothes are buying them too, “said James

Reinhart.  “More people are more careful of what they spend, " he said.  “They didn’ t
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have to worry about it before. They still want their kids to have really nice things, but they
don’ t have money todoit.”

ThredUP partnered with a Boston charity to give $1 from every exchange
to the charity tohelp clothe children and buy them school supplies. The site sends 10
empty post office boxes to each customer. The customers can put their used clothes into
the boxes and browse the website for what they want. Once a box is found, the customers
pay $13 for shipping and the box is sent to them by whoever currently has it. The customers
then agree to list a box of clothing and they’ re informed when someone picks it so they
can send it off.

“The first box I got, I paid $13 total and I got 13 shirts. Yeah, they have gone
through the wash a couple of times, but they are of good quality” , Trella said.
“You are giving and you are getting. It' s nice to share.”

The company relies on customers’ reviews to weed out the people who are
giving clothing that is in bad condition.
25. Where did Kelly Trella first find the way of exchanging clothes?

A.OnTV. B. On the Internet.

C. In a magazine. D. From her friends.
26. Who visits ThredUPmost often?

A. Students. B. Teachers.

C. Children. D. Parents.
27. What must people do if they want to exchange clothes through ThredUP?

A. Pay some money to the website.
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B. Visit the website every week.
C. Become a member of the website.
D. Prepare very nice clothes.
28. Why does the site provide 10 boxes for each customer?
A. To put their used clothes in the boxes.
B. To browse the website for boxes of clothes.
C. To give $1 to help children buy school supplies.

D. To be informed when someone wants their clothes.

AT

25. ZE C. RIBXEF—KRE"IT "Trella was clearing her house when she
came across a magazine article about ThredUP a children’ s clothes exchanging
website.” BJX] Trella 2EFE LBEIRANAIRRIRAIMIEHY.

26. B D. RIENEFE_ERFE 1T "Founder and CEO James Reinhart says the company
is trying to attract parents who are buying back-to-school clothes.” BIXIIX M AES Y
BRE , FIURBEREREFIX T RIGHIA.

27. BE C. IRIEXESE—ER&E—81E "She signed up and has been exchanging used
clothes ever since.” , AJA Trella 7ERJuL_EiRE RIS RIGHBERIRNRAR , ATLAE C,

28. B=ERA, tRIEXHEIE 10boxes EMFEINEFE=ERFE_TiE "The site sends 10 empty post
office boxes to each customer. " RIBEFE—aIE “"The customers can put their used
clothes into the boxes and browse the website for what they want.” BIAIIXMNEFEAXK

MUBARARAT | ATLAZE A,
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C

Children should start learning Shakespeare at the age of four, before they are faced with
the difficulty with the language, says a study published recently.

Lessons should begin before pupils start secondary school, because many teenagers
begin to dislike the plays, says the report. All pupils should also see at least one
performance of a Shakespeare’ s play.

The recommendations have been made in a Royal Shakespeare company(RSC)
document, contemplating why school children show less and less interest in drama.

The RSC has warned that children are being turned off Shakespeare because of the way

they are taught in schools and a lack of opportunities to see plays performed live. Jacqui

O’ Hanlon, the head of education at the RSC, said, "We' ve seen teachers working
extremely well in class. There’ s been a lot of success with 4-year-olds. With primary school
kids, there isn’ t a Year factor because they’ ve never heard of him. What we do with
children from the age of 8 is to unfold the story piece by piece and show them the key
moments of drama.”

Shakespeare is compulsory in secondary school. Pupils between the ages of 11 and 14
must study at least one play.

An educator who is in charge of England’ s exams said a review of the primary school
courses would be a chance to decide if it should be taught to younger pupils. And as part of
the RSC task, more courses will be developed to help teachers lead lessons on plays.

TamsinGreig, the actress, who won an Olivier Award for her performance in

Shakespeare's Much Ado About Nothing last year, said, “Give children the chance to play
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with words, ideas and stories, and boredom will have no place.”
29. What can we learn from the first two paragraphs?
A. Secondary schools don't offer lessons on Shakespeare.
B. Children at the age of four have more abilities to do things.
C. Early contact and learning help students better understand Shakespeare's plays.
D. Language is a problem for all children in learning Shakespeare and acting well.
30. What does the underlined part in the fourth paragraph imply?
A. Proper guidance is necessary in learning Shakespeare.
B. Shakespeare was once children’ s favorite lesson.
C. Shakespeare becomes out of date for children.
D. School children always like new things and popular food.
31. Which of the following is TRUE?
A. Shakespeare is compulsory in primary school.
B. Children between 11 and 14 must be taught acting.
C. Children aged 8 should be taught to write stories.
D. TamsinGreig once acted in a Shakespeare’ s play.
32. What would be the best title for the passage?
A. Teach Children Shakespeare at an Early Age
B. A Great Dramatist—Shakespeare
C. A Compulsory Lesson in Secondary School

D. Teach Children To Read from the Age of Four
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29: C HR¥BET "first two paragraphs” A BRI ESFE—. —_BARER :“Children should start
learning Shakespeare at the age of four, before they are faced with the difficulty

with  the language” BJRI&ZA C,

30: A tRIBSCERIZERHS TR “the way they are taught in school” ATRIZZRA A,

31: DR#E "TamsinGreig” ERIEXERE—HEHAER "TamsinGreig, the actress, who won

an Olivier Award for her performance in Shakespeare's Much Ado About Nothing last

year,” HJXIZZ=A D,

32. ANEESH , EXEEMRAFNINIZERBRFREMDTCTFR , ATRIEEA A,

D

Ever wonder how your brain distinguishes all the sounds in a language? How does it
know “b" is different from “z" ?

Researchers may now be closer to understanding how the brain processes sounds, or at
least those made in English. Taking advantage of a group of patients who had electrodes (E8
%) connected directly to their brains, Dr. Edward Chang and his colleagues at the University
of California, San Francisco, and University of California, Berkeley, were able to listen on the
brain as it listened to 500 English sentences spoken by 400 different native English speakers.

A specific part of the brain, the superior temporal gyrus (fX[E]) is responsible for
translating auditory signals into something the brain "hears” . Until recently, however,
scientists assumed that the smallest unit of sound that the brain distinguished were

u_n

phonemes (&%), such asthe “b"” or “z" sounds. But Chang and his team revealed that
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the brain separated English sounds even further, from something they called “features” .
Linguists have known about these differences, named plosives (J&i&) or fricatives (BEIRE),
which occur because of the way  the lips or tongue have to move air in order to make the
sounds. But Chang' s work showedfor the first time that the brain processes sounds in
much smaller units as well.

Mapping how the brain processes sounds like plosives and fricatives could lead to
better understanding of conditions such as dyslexia(iEEEEME), which involve problems
encoding sound signals. “When we can take exact aim at the level of individual speech
sounds, and how those are being processed by the brain, then we can have a much more
powerful model of how to think about these disorders.” he says.

For example, comparing the way native and non-native English speakers encode English
sounds could reveal how much of the processing is born or learned. For example, constant
exposure to certain sounds can strengthen some neural connections and weaken others,
which could explain why some sounds in foreign languages are difficult for non-native
speakers to hear and make. Similar differences could be occurring in people with learning or
speech disorders.

33. Whatis the importantdiscoveryby Changandhis team?

A. Plosives and fricatives reallyexist.

B. Words are actually formed byfeatures.

C. The brain processes smaller sound units than expected.

D. A lot of patients can analyze much smaller soundsexactly.

34. Whatisthefourthparagraphmainly about?

B AIEZERE - htto.//ty.xdf.cn QQ & 203256063



,ﬁi’,‘ﬁﬁ ] N Y

WA TTRIERE N 220 P % : 0351-3782999

A.The conditions of reading problems.
B. The significance of the new findings.
C. The functional parts of the brain.
D. The complexityofthesound system.
35. Whyaresomesoundsin foreignlanguageshardfornon-nativespeakers?
A. They are strengthened with weak neural connections.
B. Theyaren' texposedenoughto foreign languages.
C. Theymightsuffercertainlearningor speech disorders.

D. Theyare oftenexposedto somesoundsinforeign languages.

T

33. C IRIBERTF MBS =ERERRE— "But Chang' s work showedfor the first time that
the brain processes sounds in much smaller units as well.” BJRIZZEA C,

34. B X5/, FUBARTECHBRAMBIRMENS , EREX RN ENAE.

35. B iRIERETFERIRE—BMRER "For example, constant exposure to certain sounds can
strengthen some neural connections and weaken others, which could explain why some

sounds in foreign languages are difficult for non-native speakers to hear and make.” ][

=
ZZ=/H B,

BT (HSMEBNE 3T HD 159 )
RIERE X AE NESERIEIHIEHBSEANT A NREER. EPERITASZRIER,
Happiness is not a destiny(&piz) , but a choice

In my home country, Austria, it is believed to be good luck if a chimney sweeper
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crosses paths, if you find a green leaf, put a horseshoe on the front of your cars, and offer
pink candy pigs as presents for New Year.

Sure enough we all know that those lucky charms have very little influence on our

life. Happiness arises and proceeds in our brain, if it is not there, then it is not
anywhere. In fact, happy people are more popular, more attractive, healthier and more
successful.
We are all born with certain genes, which are said to be responsible for about 50 percent of
our level of happiness; our living conditions account for another 10 percent. ______ You
might say, it'" s easy to say. But how do I develop such thinking patterns if the black cloud of
a difficult exam, the lack of good job offer, the high price of housing, high living cost and
many other things are hanging over me? True, if you look for bad things, you will find them.
On the other hand, if you' re born with a general positive mood, you will push negative
thoughts out of your mind. Has worrying ever solved a problem? No. So why
bother?___

You have positive energy, your mood is uplifting and encouraging. Happy people
benefit from another wonderful thing: happiness will grow if you share it.

Now apply it to our own lives. Instead of thinking” I will not pass the exam” , you should
say "I will do a good job on this exam” . Remember, doubts limit your thinking and energy.
Look at the people around you. Are they positive? Do they encourage you?
Surround yourself with positive thinking people and join them in their view. Happiness is

not a destiny, but it' s a choice.
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A. So what will really make us happy?

B. There are a lot of moving things around us.

C. The search for good fortune is the same across the world.

D. If they don’ t, the most “fortunate” idea you have is to let them go.

E. People can live a happy life if people are active in all kinds of activities.

F. Stop negative thinking right now and turn negative thoughts into positive thoughts.

G. At least you can get 50 percent of happiness by developing thinking behavior patterns.

Rt

36.C ; TEATHREAEEENNS | BitR , IREIFERBEELEFIIRAVNME , INRIRRMERE
MM FESEBRFE , C RIRAESHRMNFENSHE—HFN , S TIRR—EL

37.A ; =EAMIFRAFE , EORIEIIFBNEXLEEEANERNINEFTERNIEE , T
REIFERERNB AR, EitPEXTeEsA EETIER. AZIERA  EHAEELR
115248 2 B2 T & LS TRER.

38.G ; IRIEEIRN , G %I thinking behavior patterns 54 thinking patterns Xz,

39.F ; =E EAER - MSBHRREIEME ? 588, FLAAHAZEEHR ? FIZIER : ST
HUSLLERAVEE | ICERAIVBIEE R FURATERE. BEXRSHE.

40.D ; =EARIZANERY - EEMFSBNA |, ARG ? (ISR ? D SRR - 1
RifiRE | BIARAHRENES SIS BEmSTBEthil. BEXRGHE.

B=EPo REMRZA (H®ET , %D 559 )
F—T FED (H 2008, ®INER 2 5, #5940 73 ) FHE NEREX , NEXe=RATaRIT
NMEI (A, B, CHID)  , IBHATLUBAZEARIRERII. EX5ETERL.
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Banging the keys in frustration (347 ), I turned away from the piano. I tried to 41
the tears that were already welling up in my eyes. 42 an hour of practicing, I still
couldn’ t get the rhythm quite 43 on a Mozart piece that I had to present to my piano
teacher the 44 day. To me, the piece had at first seemed fairly 45. But, no matter how
hard I tried, I just couldn’ tseemto 46 it the way that it was supposed to be played.

Idecidedtotakea 47 and come back to the piece later when I had 48. For the most
part, after a little bit of 49, I could usually learn the song pretty quickly — however, it was
50 that one song, which might have appeared simple = 51  was actually difficult, that
always got to me. These types of songs always made me 52  myself as a pianist.

After having dinner,I _ 53  to come back to the piano. Placing my fingers on the 54, I
chose to play the piece slowly and carefully, focusing on hitting the correct notes instead of
trying to play the piece 55. Using this new method of practicing, I 56 a great deal of
patience, something that I often have trouble with. Instead of focusing on how hard the
rhythm was, I focused on howIcould 57 myself, little by little. Finally I could slowly see
myself getting better.

So I learned an important 58: sometimes, baby steps are the best way to reach a goal.
I' m an impatient person who likesto 59  thatIcan get somewhere by taking leaps and
bounds. But, in the case of 60, I can’ t move forward and improve until I slow down, believe

in myself, and take it one step at a time.

41. A. fight B. enjoy C. throw D. miss
42. A. Before B. During C. After D. With
43. A. wrong B. right C. high D. low
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44. A. other B. last C. first D. next

45. A.difficult  B. interesting C. easy D. useful

46. A.sing B. play C. understand D. notice

47. A. break B. lesson C. chance D. step

48. A. set out B. turned back  C. woken up D. calmed down
49. A. time B. work C. money D. help

50. A. always B. seldom C. already D. even

51. A.so B. and C. but D. as

52. A believe B. doubt C. remind D. accept

53. A. pretended B. agreed C. refused D. decided

54. A. keys B. edges C. ends D. tops

55. A. carefully B. slowly C. happily D. quickly

56. A.apologized  B. struggle C. exercised D. complained

57. A.improve B. support C. satisfy D. please

58. A.result B. lesson C. report D. example

59. A. want B. answer C. promise D. think

60. A.violin B. dance C. piano D. guitar

R

41. A, fight the tears &~ "SBRIBK" | Bk A,

42. C, [FE4EE] "Istill couldn’ t" FTR "GIT—MINIGE | FBATE...." .

43. B, R "HANALEENEIXEHFRITE" .

44. D, that 53|18 T —MEENIFREMXEHMF KRR "BZREHMEEENRETAIEF" the next
day & "$X" ,i&D,

45. C, HRIENE "WHXR , SXEmFEEEFEER" | SR PRINXEHIFE
YEFZRR 7 XSE |, AT C,
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46. B, ZHAMISEIW , FXXHIEE]T “it was supposed to be played” | Fttitt4bR7iE play,

47. A, take a break FR= “RE—=JL" , 5B/EX "come back” IFhz,

48. D, calm down FRx “FEEREK" ,

49. B, tRIEOIEHIA "EASBOERT  EHEMH—EENZE  HHMAITLURRIBEREF" .

50. A, FXHRHILT “always”  FEXEBEFRER "M REPA—EENEER , TUREMENEHF" .

51. C, appeared simple 5 actually difficult Z[BA%&IrX<& , FILA but,

52. B, these types of songs fEHIEARLE B RSTNRERIHE T , XL LIRS FA—2N
EEEENEC,

53. D, & "R , FOREBHEEIX" .

54. A, keys T~ "EHE" .

55. D, instead of BIEAXILY , BIEHEEIT “slowly and carefully” , ELbIEbR S “quickly”

56. C, & "KEBE& TEHSHITL .

57. A, RIER "little by little” BTX0 , EALR9 improve, T "“IBRABZ" .

58. B, learn an important lesson &7~ "FETREENALEE" .

59. D, think F&xR “AA" .

60. C, inthe case of ®x "&F" , &ERE "ETINE | REIETRRIEBRATIHIES"

H=EfD HBEAREA (/T %5 5597 )

T (HI0NE BANE LS 5, il 159)

FHE NEMR  FERMMENESRIAS (1 18E ) SESHRENERED | EX5EEHR
*L.

I have been weak in hearing all my life. By the time I was five years old, putting on
hearing aids in the morning was just as normal as 61 (brush) my teeth. However, 1
never believe that it should limit my success in any way.

I 62 (look) down upon since I was a pupil. My headteacher told my parents I
belonged 63  a school for the deaf. My classmates told me something was wrong
with my brain. People spoke louder than usual when they saw my hearing aids in my ears.

However, my hearing 64 (disable) has made me a strong person. I have to work
harder and get top grades in school 65 (earn) the respect of my teachers. In sports, I

have to run faster, hit harder, catch 66  (well) and score more points to prove I' m
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not physically limited. I consider 67  (I) no different from anyone else. In my struggle
to prove I' m equal to my non-disabled = 68  (classmate), I have made myself better
than the average teenager.

I 69 (true) believe I would not be the strong person I am today 70 Idid

not have a hearing problem.

Rt

61. brushing as 21Ma , MARAEHEEERAIZIRNTR

62. have been looked  since RHBRGIIAETAITIRSE , BIRIBIR . "BNEENNEERN
EHRIEH—EWEANR" ST [RIRRE W]

63. to belong to EE&EE , BA "BF”

64. disability IAAFEEEIRS disable RYRIFZZL

65. to earn ttbRBRAY , A "HROABSNEINESS  BRIZRKEZITNERNEE" .

66. better 5 faster, harder, more points %!

67. myself ZFEIEFEENE—ARN , REEFERARSNE

68. classmates ILAbEAFEFA] , FEEAEHEIRZ NS

69. truly true &4 believe , BT AEETR

70.if BIEAIAFKMHRR , IR "KENRE  MREIKENANTERE , AR ASKX
/YN

BIUEBDEIE (HRFT | #2355 )

F—1 SaMGE (1008, B/ 15, %D 1057)
THIRGHEHE—LER | HRGER— 1 RIEREIN. MPREUER , BEEREX TR,
BN : AR II—NRFRS (A ), AERE TESHIZINANE.
MRS - IESRAVAAME () K.
1E24 : TEsBRYIA NEXI—18EL | FEZIA FES HIESUERIIAE.
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It' s a hospital scene. People are lining up for registration (5). After see the doctor,
theycome back to line up again for their medicine. Of course it" s the very time-wasting
process, because they need to get the prescriptions(Z573)priced at one window and payat
other. Then atthe last window where they get their medicine. That meant altogether they
have to line up at three differently windows just to get their medicine. To avoid all these
troubles, a smart womenworkedout the most convenient way of getting her medicine. She
herself stood at the end of the first line and put his baby car with her baby in it, a toy duck
and her own bag at the end of the other lines. She had them tying all together with the wool
ball that she was knitting. She believed this would save her the trouble of lining up three

times.

R

71 : see {9 seeing ;

¥ : after doing sth

72 :the ¥ H a;

. EEWEE. XE—MRENERIERE | MiZBAEEH a.

73 : other &9 another ;

#r: EFENE. BRXA , SHEE=1E0 , XBEEEE"ANEOMNEK , FrbARIZA another,

74 : X35 where ;

i EEEE, IERE—PEOEZ. at the last window @EsRIEMAEEIENT , FRrLAM
1= where,

75 : meant B8 means ;

7 . EENANS. XEFIFEDEEEE IS , FTLUXER means,
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76 : differently 23 different ;

i EEESE, XB "ARE" BREIF windows , B adj. 1&1F n, BRLARGZE different

77 : women 29 woman ;

i EEZRREH. XERFIDHNE—Lt , FTLAFEE woman,

78 : his X9 her

M EEAMIE, XEEZE , FLANIZA “her”

79 : tying B0 tied

tr - EEARBEDAE. them XEBEIEXULZTHNSMYMm , L) LEHEE |, mBBFEF |, XY@
5 tie ZIEIRHEIRAR , ATLANIZF tied,

80 : knitting fSEN0 with

. EEEENTDERAIRA. F517188 wool ball, FTEEIEMNTM knit with IEIE , BA4HHR

RYIARRIEHR] , ATLAFRZEN with,

BT PERE
BAMREZLE | BIRIETEFHRNES , R EFETRENAEINGS | HRATHNEE.

SHEEL

FIER : handle; 1t . walking stick

ERIM : shakily BE3EZE : ride in a bus with civility
IR LA 100 £A

2. AILUESIBINGETS | LAGETSOER
I' m Li Hua. One day, getting on the usual bus, I was shocked by what I saw. There were

no empty seats at that time. An old man was standing and holding a handle over his head,
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with his walking stick supporting himself. He stood shakily, looking rather tired. But next to
him sat a young man. He was reading a public service advertisement, which educates
people to ride in a bus with civility. How ridiculous it was!

I think it is the action that we need, not beautiful words. If each of us did a little, we

would make a big difference.
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