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Cuckoo migration ‘'now more perilous’
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The signature sound of Britain's spring is fading. The number of cuckoos that breed here
has declined by more than 70% over the past 25 years. To find out why, researchers

tagged male birds with tiny GPS backpacks.

Over five years, the team tagged 42 birds tracking a total of 56 round-trip migrations.
The scientists found that the birds took two different routes to Central Africa — an

easterly route via Italy and a more direct route via Spain.

Despite it being shorter, more birds were lost along this western route. This could mean
that increasingly dry summers in Spain linked to climate change are having an impact on
the birds' ability to find food. The team will continue to track cuckoos to work out what

might help more of them survive this increasingly perilous journey.
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I. What did researchers do to find out why the number of cuckoos in Britain had declined?
2. True or false? The scientists tracked a total of 56 one-way journeys.
3. Which two routes did these birds take to Central Africa?

4. What could be the possible reason why the journeys via Spain were so risky, according
to the research?
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I. What did researchers do to find out why the number of cuckoos in Britain had declined?
The researchers tagged male birds with GPS backpacks to track their
migrations.

2. True or false? The scientists tracked a total of 56 one-way journeys.
False. The scientists tracked 56 round-trip journeys over five years’ time.

3. Which two routes did these birds take to Central Africa?
These birds took an easterly route via Italy and a westerly one via Spain to
Central Africa.

4. What could be the possible reason why the journeys via Spain were so risky, according

to the research?
The increasingly dry summers in the country linked to climate change are

affecting the birds’ ability to find food.
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