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Word List 01

divulge  v. to make known (something private or secret)
/dəˈvʌldʒ/  
   keep secret

inadvertent  adj. marked by or resulting from carelessness; negligent
/ɪnədˈvəːtnːt/	  
  careful, intentional
   advertent adj. 
	
  adj. not deliberate or considered; unintentional
  

panegyric  n. a formal eulogistic composition intended as a public compliment 
/ˌpænəˈdʒɪrɪk/  
   panegyrical adj. 

draconian  adj. exceedingly harsh or very severe
/drəˈkoʊniən/  

hodgepodge  n. a mixture of different things
/ˈhɑdʒˌpɑdʒ/  
   patchwork, welter

incontrovertible	  adj. impossible to dispute
/ɪnˌkɑntrəˈvɜrtəbəl/  
   controvert v. 

impartial  adj. not partial or biased
/ɪmˈpɑrʃəl/  
   disinterested, fair; detachment 
   partial adj. 

endemic  adj. prevalent in or limited to a particular locality, region, or people
/ɛnˈdɛmɪk/  
   native 
   exotic 
   adj. common in or inherent to an enterprise or situation
   

minuscule  adj. very small and tiny
/mɪˈnʌsˌkjul/  
   diminutive
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lucrative  adj. producing wealth
/ˈlukrətɪv/  

compensate  v. to offset an error, defect, or undesired effect
/ˈkɑmpənˌseɪt/	   
  v. to serve as or provide a substitute or counter balance
  
  offset

discursive  adj. moving from topic to topic without order; rambling 
/dɪˈskɜrsɪv/	   
  adj. marked by analytical reasoning 
  

presuppose  v. to suppose beforehand
/ˌprisəˈpoʊz/	   
  v. to require as an antecedent in logic or fact
  

intermediary  n. / adj. acting as a mediator
/ˌɪntərˈmidiˌɛri/  

derogate  v. to cause to seem inferior
/ˈdɛrəˌgeɪt/  
   derogatory adj.

overbearing  adj. often trying to control the behavior of other people in an annoying 
/ˌoʊvərˈbɛrɪŋ/	 or unwanted way
  

zealous  adj. marked by fervent partisanship for a person, a cause, or an ideal
/ˈzɛləs/	  
  impassioned, fervent, fiery
   zealotry n. 

extraneous  adj. not important 
/ɛkˈstreɪniəs/	  
  irrelevant 
  adj. coming from the outside
  

rehash	  v. to bring forth again in another form without significant alteration
/riˌhæʃ/  )
   recycle
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perfunctory  adj. acting with indifference, showing little interest or care
/pərˈfʌŋktəri/  
  cursory, casual

compound  v. to form by combining separate things 
/kɑmˈpaʊnd/	   
  v. to make worse
  ...

envy  v. to feel a desire to have what someone else has 
/ˈɛnvi/  
  covet
   enviable adj.

defensive  adj. in a situation which you are forced to defend or protect someone 
/diˈfɛnsɪv/	 or something 
  

unbounded  adj. not limited in any way 
/ʌnˈbaʊndɪd/  

specious  adj. falsely appearing to be right
/ˈspiʃəs/	  
  artificial, forged, fabricate
   valid, veritable

aimless  adj. not having a goal or purpose
/ˈeɪmlɪs/  目

ingenuous  adj. having or showing the innocence, trust, and honesty that young 
/ɪnˈdʒɛnjuəs/	 people often have
  
  simple
   guileful

intrinsic  adj. belonging to the essential nature of a thing
/ɪnˈtrɪnsɪk/  

inevitable  adj. sure to happen
/ɪnˈɛvɪtəbəl/	  
  unavoidable

intransigent  adj. completely unwilling to change
/ɪnˈtrænsədʒənt/	  
  resolute, obduracy
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detached	  adj. not influenced by emotions or personal interest
/diˈtætʃt/   
   adj. not joined or connected
   

inveterate  adj. always or often happening or existing 
/ɪnˈvɛtərɪt/  
   casual 
  adj. always or often doing something specified
  

backhanded  adj. oblique or indirect
/ˈbækˌhændɪd/   
  adj.  having derogatory or insulting implications 
  

affable  adj. easy and pleasant to speak to
/ˈæfəbəl/	  
  easygoing, cordial, genteel
   irascible

whimsy  n. an unusual, unexpected, or fanciful idea
/ˈhwɪmzi/  
  capriciousness
  whimsical adj. 

tenacious  adj. very determined to do something
/təˈneɪʃəs/  
  resolve, endurance
   tenacity n.  
  adj. continuing for a long time
  

sardonic  adj. scornfully or cynically mocking
/sɑrˈdɑnɪk/  

skullduggery  n. secret or dishonest behavior or activity
/skʌlˈdʌgəri	/   

legitimate  adj. being in compliance with the law
/ləˈdʒɪtəmət/   
  adj. valid or justifiable
   
  v. to make (something) real, accepted, or official or to show that 
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 (something) is fair or reasonable
  

plagiarize  v. to reproduce or otherwise use as one’s own
/ˈpleɪdʒəˌraɪz/  

disavow  v. to say that you are not responsible for
/ˌdɪsəˈvaʊ/  

deplete  v. to use most or all of
/diˈplit/	  
  depletion n. 

ridicule  v. to laugh at and make jokes about
/ˈrɪdɪˌkjul/  
  ridiculous adj. 

undermine  v. to make (someone or something) weaker or less effective
/ˌʌndərˈmaɪn/  
  subvert, impair, undercut

self-serving  adj. having or showing concern only about your own needs and 
/ˈsɛlfˈsɜrvɪŋ/	 interests
  

perishable  adj. likely to spoil or decay quickly 
/ˈpɛrɪʃəbəl/	  短
  perish v. 

capricious  adj. changing often and quickly
/kəˈprɪʃəs/  
  impulsive, cavalier, fickle, versatile, volatile, flighty, erratic
  resolute, steadfast
   caprice n. 

egotism  n. an inflated sense of one’s own importance
/ˈigoʊˌtɪzəm/  

unqualified	  adj. complete or total
/ʌnˈkwɔləˌfaɪd/  
  unalloyed 
  adj. not having the skills, knowledge, or experience needed to do a 
 particular job or activity
  

magisterial  adj. authoritative
/ˌmædʒɪsˈtɪriəl/  
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chauvinistic  adj. believing that your country is better than any other
/ˌʃovɪ'nɪstɪk/  

sleek  adj. straight and smooth in design or shape
/slik/	   
  adj. stylish and attractive
  

astringent	  adj. very critical in a sharp and often clever way
/əˈstrɪndʒənt/  

ambivalent  adj. simultaneous and contradictory attitudes or feelings toward an 
/æmˈbɪvələnt/	 object, person, or action
  

ameliorate  v. to make better or more tolerable
/əˈmiljəˌreɪt/  
  mitigate, extenuate 

exemplar  n. a typical example
/ɛgˈzɛmplər/  
  model

grudge  v. to be unwilling to give or admit
/grʌdʒ/   
  n. a deep-seated feeling of resentment or rancor
  

sweeping  adj. extensive
/ˈswipɪŋ/	   
  adj. marked by wholesale and indiscriminate inclusion
  

extirpate  v. to destroy or remove completely 
/ˈɛkstərˌpeɪt/  
  eliminate
   propagate
  extirpation n. 

parity  n. equality
/ˈpærəti/  
  equality

utilitarian  adj. made to be useful rather than to be decorative or comfortable
/juˌtɪləˈtɛriən/  
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  functional 
  adj. of or relating to utilitarianism
  

elicit  v. to call forth or draw out
/iˈlɪsɪt/  
  draw

beneficial	  adj. producing good or helpful results or effects
/ˌbɛnəˈfɪʃəl/  

intoxicate  v. to excite or elate to the point of enthusiasm or frenzy
/ɪnˈtɑksɪˌkeɪt/  ...

inchoate  adj. being in a beginning or early stage
/ɪnˈkoʊɪt/  
  completely formed 
  adj. imperfectly informed or developed
  
  explicit

rebuff  n. a blunt or abrupt repulse or refusal
/rɪˈbʌf/	   
  v. to reject bluntly, often disdainfully
  

construe  v. to understand the meaning of
/kənˈstru/  
  interpret
   construction n.  

fallacy  n. a false or mistaken idea
/ˈfæləsi/  
  validity
   fallacious adj. 

increment  n. the action or process of increasing especially in quantity or value
/ˈɪnkrəmənt/  
  incremental adj.

deteriorate  v. to make (something) worse
/diˈtɪriəˌreɪt/  
  worsen
   improve
  deterioration n.
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grandiose  adj. impressive because of uncommon largeness, scope, effect, or 
/ˈgrændiˌoʊs/	 grandeur
   
  adj. excessive self-importance or affected grandeur
  

truncate  v. to make shorter
/ˈtrʌŋˌkeɪt/  短

haphazard  adj. having no plan, order, or direction
/ˌhæpˈhæzərd/	  
  helter-skelter, randomly

quizzical  adj. expressive of puzzlement, curiosity, or disbelief
/ˈkwɪzɪkəl/  

provincial  adj. limited in outlook
/prəˈvɪnʃəl/  
  insular 
  adj. lacking the polish of urban society
  

insensitive  adj. not responsive or susceptible
/ɪnˈsɛnsətɪv/  

shackle  v. to deprive of freedom especially of action by means of restrictions or 
/ˈʃækəl/	 handicaps
  
  stifle

cumbersome  adj. unwieldy because of heaviness and bulk
/ˈkʌmbərsəm/  
  unwieldy
   cumber v. 

encomium  n. glowing and warmly enthusiastic praise
/ɛnˈkoʊmiəm/  
  tribute
   invective

decelerate  v. to decrease the rate of progress of
/diˈsɛlərˌeɪt/  

revitalize  v. to make active, healthy, or energetic again
/riˈvaɪtəlˌaɪz/  ...
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indisputable  adj. impossible to question or doubt
/ˌɪndɪˈspjutəbəl/  
  refutable

roost  v. to settle down for rest or sleep
/rust/  

corroborate  v. to support with evidence or authority
/kəˈrɑbəˌreɪt/  
  controvert, deny

proclivity  n. a strong natural liking for something
/proʊˈklɪvəti/  

hysteria  n. a state in which your emotions (such as fear) are so strong that you 
/hɪˈstɛriə/	 behave in an uncontrolled way
  

speculate  v.  to think about something and make guesses about it
/ˈspɛkjəˌleɪt/  
  conjecture

conducive  adj. tending to promote or assist
/kənˈdusɪv/  

vexation  n. something that worries or annoys you
/vɛkˈseɪʃən/  
  vexatious adj. vex v. 

disdain  v. to strongly dislike or disapprove of (someone or something)
/dɪsˈdeɪn/  
  opprobrium, contempt

caterwaul  v. to make a very loud and unpleasant sound
/ˈkætərˌwɔl/  
  shriek 
  v. to protest or complain noisily
  

efficacious	  adj. having the power to produce a desired result or effect
/ˌɛfɪˈkeɪʃəs/  

alienate  v. to cause (someone) to feel that she or he no longer belongs in a 
/ˈeɪljənˌeɪt/	 particular group, society, etc.
  
  reunite
   alien adj. 

List 1-5.indd   9 2016/9/30   8:43:04



10

  v. to cause (someone) to stop being friendly, helpful, etc., towards you
  ...

analgesic  n. a drug that relieves pain
/ˌænəlˈdʒizɪk/   
  adj. capable of relieving pain
  

anatomize  v. to cut in pieces in order to display or examine the structure and use 
/əˈnætəˌmaɪz/	 of the parts
   
  v. to analyze
  

embargo  n. a government order that limits trade in some way
/ɛmˈbɑrgoʊ/  

contemplate  v. to think deeply or carefully about
/ˈkɑntəmˌpleɪt/  
  ponder

dogmatic  adj. expressing personal opinions or beliefs as if they are certainly 
/dɔgˈmætɪk/	 correct and cannot be doubted
  
  doctrinaire, rigid

concrete  adj. naming a real thing or class of things
/ˈkɑnˌkrit/	   
  adj. specific or particular
  

equitable  adj. just or fair
/ˈɛkwɪtəbəl/  
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fervent  adj. exhibiting or marked by great intensity of feeling
/ˈfɜrvənt/  

alleviate  v. to reduce the pain or trouble of
/əˈliviˌeɪt/  
  mitigate
   aggravate, exacerbate

contagious  adj. communicable by contact
/kənˈteɪdʒəs/   
  adj. exciting similar emotions or conduct in others
  

pedantic  adj. narrowly, stodgily, and often ostentatiously learned
/piˈdæntik/  

unwieldy  adj. difficult to handle, control, or deal with because of being large, 
/ʌnˈwildi/	 heavy, or complex
  
  cumbersome

vociferous	  adj. expressing feelings or opinions in a very loud or forceful way 
/voʊˈsɪfərəs/  

profess  v.  to say or declare (something) openly
/proʊˈfɛs/  
  proclaim

obeisance  n. respect for someone or something
/oʊˈbeɪsəns/  

diffuse  adj. spread out over a large space
/dɪˈfjus/  
  disperse, spread 
  adj. being at once verbose and ill-organized
  啰 
  v. to spread out : to move freely throughout a large area
  

fulminate  v. to utter or send out with denunciation 
/ˈfʌlməˌneɪt/  
  praise
   fulmination n. 
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voluble  adj. talking a lot in an energetic and rapid way
/ˈvɑljəbəl/  

sterling  adj. conforming to the highest standard
/ˈstɜrlɪŋ/  

surmount  v. to prevail over
/sərˈmaʊnt/  
  insurmountable adj. 
  v. to stand or lie at the top of
  ...

prying  adj. trying to find out about other people's private lives
/ˈpraɪɪŋ/  

inhibit  v. to hold in check
/ɪnˈhɪbɪt/  
  hinder, bridle
   catalyze
  inhibitor n. 

censure  v. to find fault with and criticize as blameworthy
/ˈsɛnʃər/  
  reprehend
   censorious adj. 

peripatetic  adj. itinerant
/ˌpɛrɪpəˈtɛtɪk/  
  itinerant
   stationary

stringent  adj. very strict or severe
/ˈstrɪndʒənt/  

dwindle  v.  to gradually become smaller
/ˈdwɪndəl/  
  contract
   increase

underrate  v. to rate or value (someone or something) too low
/ˌʌndərˈreɪt/  

incursion  n. a hostile entrance into a territory
/ɪnˈkɜrʒən/  
  retreat
   incur v.  
  n. an entering in or into
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pastiche  n. a work that imitates the style of previous works
/pæsˈtiʃ/   
  n. a mixture of different things
  

dishearten  v. to cause (a person or group of people) to lose hope, enthusiasm, or 
/dɪsˈhɑrtən/	 courage
  ...
  depress, dismay
   hearten v. 

emulate  v. to strive to equal or excel
/ˈɛmjuˌleɪt/  , 

adduce  v. to mention or provide (something, such as a fact or example) as 
/əˈdus/	 evidence or proof to support an argument
  

emblematic  adj. representing something (such as an idea, state, or emotion) that 
/ˌɛmbləˈmætɪk/	 cannot be seen by itself
  表
  totemic

indict  v. to charge with a fault or offense
/ɪnˈdaɪt/  
  excoriate
   indictment n. 

discontinue  v. to end (something)
/ˌdɪskənˈtɪnju/  

wary  adj. marked by keen caution, cunning, and watchfulness especially in 
/ˈwɛri/	 detecting and escaping danger
  

opprobrium  n. very strong disapproval or criticism of a person or thing especially 
/əˈproʊbriəm/	 by a large number of people
  
  vitriol, disdain
   irreproachable
  opprobrious adj. 

aesthetic  adj. of or relating to art or beauty
/ɛsˈθɛtɪk/   
  adj. pleasing in appearance
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expedite  v. to cause (something) to happen faster
/ˈɛkspəˌdaɪt/  
  facilitate
   expedient adj. 

captivate  v. to attract and hold the attention of (someone) by being interesting, 
/ˈkæptəˌveɪt/	 pretty, etc.
  
  enamored

irreversible  adj. impossible to change back to a previous condition or state
/ˌɪrɪˈvɜrsəbəl/  

emotive  adj. causing strong emotions for or against something
/iˈmoʊtɪv/  

refine	  v. to remove the unwanted substances in (something)
/rɪˈfaɪn/   
  v. to improve (something) by making small changes
  

exhilarate  v. to cause (someone) to feel very happy and excited
/ɛgˈzɪləˌreɪt/  ...

solitary  adj. not involving or including anyone or anything else
/ˈsɑləˌtɛri/  

jar  v. to make (someone) feel uneasy
/dʒɑr/  ... 
  v. to clash or confict
  
  jarring adj. 

unfettered  adj. not controlled or restricted
/ʌnˈfɛtər/  

flummery	  n. meaningless or deceptive language
/ˈflʌməri/  

implacable  adj. opposed to someone or something in a very angry or determined 
/ɪmˈplækəbəl/	 way that cannot be changed
  
  unyielding

arduous  adj. hard to accomplish or achieve
/ˈɑrdʒuəs/   
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  adj. marked by great labor or effort
  
  taxing

conciliatory  adj. having the intention or effect of making angry people calm
/kənˈsɪliəˌtɔri/  
  placatory

optimism  n.  a feeling or belief that good things will happen in the future
/ˈɑptəˌmɪzəm/  
  optimistic adj. 

vindicate  v. to show that (someone) should not be blamed for a crime, mistake, 
/ˈvɪndəˌkeɪt/	 etc.
  ...
  defend
   calumniate

malady  n. a disease or illness
/ˈmælədi/  

warrant  v. to give assurance 
/ˈwɔrənt/   
  v. to serve as or give adequate ground or reason for
  
  unwarranted adj.

puncture  v. to make a hole in (something) with a sharp point
/ˈpʌŋktʃər/   
  v.  to make useless or ineffective as if by a puncture
  ...

ascribe  v.  to think of as coming from a specified cause, source, or author
/əˈskraɪb/  

clandestine  adj. done secretly
/klænˈdɛstɪn/  
  covert

equivocal  adj. having two or more possible meanings
/iˈkwɪvəkəl/  
  ambiguous

elucidate  v. to make (something that is hard to understand) clear or easy to 
/əˈlusəˌdeɪt/	 understand
  

List 1-5.indd   15 2016/9/30   8:43:05



16

propaganda  n. ideas or statements that are often false or exaggerated and that are 
/ˌprɑpəˈgændə/	 spread in order to help a cause, a political leader, a government, etc.
  

putative  adj. generally believed or assumed to be something
/ˈpjutətɪv/  

conjecture  v./n. to form an opinion or idea without proof or sufficient evidence
/kənˈdʒɛktʃər/  
  speculate, uncertain

coalesce  v. to come together to form one group or mass
/ˌkoʊəˈlɛs/  
  coalition n.

tractable  adj. easily managed or controlled
/ˈtræktəbəl/  
  compliant
   incorrigible, headstrong
  intractability n. 

warble  v. to sing a melody of low pleasing sounds
/ˈwɔrbəl/  
  croon

knotty  adj. difficult or complicated
/ˈnɑti/  
  complicated

dichotomy  n. something with seemingly contradictory qualities
/daɪˈkɑtəmi/  
  contradictory 
  n. bifurcation
  

restive  adj. stubbornly resisting control
/ˈrɛstɪv/  
  skittish, fractious
   adj. marked by impatience or uneasiness
  

courteous  adj. very polite in a way that shows respect
/ˈkɜrtiəs/  
  courtesy n. 
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invigorate  v. to give life and energy to
/ɪnˈvɪgərˌeɪt/  ...
  refreshing
  emaciate

truculent	  adj. easily annoyed or angered and likely to argue
/ˈtrʌkjulənt/  
  bellicose, combative, pugnacious, aggressive
  benevolent, gentle 
  adj. scathingly harsh
  语

congenial  adj. very friendly
/kənˈdʒinjəl/  
  congeniality n.  
  adj. pleasant and harmonious
   
  adj. having the same nature, disposition, or tastes
  

insouciance  n. a feeling of not worrying about anything
/ɪn'susɪəns/  
  insouciant adj. 

devastate  v. to destroy much or most of (something) 
/ˈdɛvəˌsteɪt/   
  v. to cause (someone) to feel extreme emotional pain
  ...

keen  adj. very excited about and interested in something
/kin/  ...
  eager 
  adj. extremely sensitive in perception
   
  adj. having a fine edge or point
   
  adj. having or showing mental sharpness
  

ethos  n. the distinguishing character, sentiment, moral nature, or guiding 
/ˈiˌθɑs/	 beliefs of a person, group, or organization
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flagrant  adj. so bad as to be impossible to overlook
/ˈfleɪgrənt/  
  egregious

solitude  n. a state or situation in which you are alone usually because you want 
/ˈsɑləˌtud/	 to be
  

anachronism  n. something (such as a word, an object, or an event) that is mistakenly
/əˈnækrəˌnɪzəm/	 placed in a time where it does not belong in a story, movie, etc.
   
  n. one that is out of its proper or chronological order, especially a 
 person or practice that belongs to an earlier time
  

turbid  adj. having sediment or foreign particles stirred up or suspended
/ˈtɜrbɪd/  
  limpid 
  adj. in a state of turmoil
  

confine	  v. to keep within limits
/kənˈfaɪn/	  
  limit, circumscribe

venerate  v. to feel or show deep respect for
/ˈvɛnəˌreɪt/  
  respect
   deride
  venerable adj.  veneration n.

premeditate  v. to think, consider, or deliberate beforehand
/priˈmɛdəˌteɪt/  
  impulse

insular  adj. separated from other people or cultures
/ˈɪnsələr/  
   insularity n.  
  adj. not knowing or interested in new or different ideas
  
  provincial 

consolidate  v.  to make (something, such as a position of power or control) stronger 
/kənˈsɑləˌdeɪt/	 or more secure
  
  consolidation n. 
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upheaval  n. a major change or period of change that causes a lot of conflict, 
/ʌpˈhivəl/	 confusion, anger, etc.
  

unyielding  adj. not changing or stopping
/ʌn'jildɪŋ/  
  implacable

mendacious  adj. not honest
/mɛnˈdeɪʃəs/  
  prevarication
   veracious
  mendacity n. 

sonorous  adj. having a sound that is deep, loud, and pleasant
/səˈnɔrəs/  

fertile  adj. producing a large amount of something
/ˈfɜrtəl/  
  bountiful
   fertility n. 

decadent  adj. having low morals and a great love of pleasure, money, fame, etc.
/ˈdɛkədənt/   
  adj. attractive to people of low morals who are only interested in 
 pleasure
  (

indispensable  adj. extremely important and necessary
/ˌɪndɪˈspɛnsəbəl/  
  essential

covert  adj. secret or hidden
/ˈkoʊvərt/  
  clandestine
   open

instinct  n. a natural or inherent aptitude, impulse, or capacity
/ˈɪnˌstɪŋkt/  
  instinctive adj.

discern  v. to detect or recognize
/dɪˈsɜrn/  
  detect, discover
  discernible adj.  discerning adj.  discernment n. 
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orientation  n.  a usually general or lasting direction of thought, inclination, or 
/ˌɔriɛnˈteɪʃən/	 interest
  
  bias
   decline 
  n. the relative position or direction of something
  

riddle  n. a mystifying, misleading, or puzzling question posed as a problem 
/ˈrɪdəl/	 to be solved or guessed
  
  enigma, puzzle, conundrum

jejune  adj. not interesting
/dʒɪˈdʒun/  
  vapid

clownish  adj. acting in a silly or funny way
/'klauniʃ/  

indifferent  adj. not interested in or concerned about something
/ɪnˈdɪfərənt/  
  apathy 
  adj. neither good nor bad
  

lethargic  adj. feeling a lack of energy or a lack of interest in doing things
/lɪˈθɑrdʒɪk/  
  somnolent

clique  n. a small exclusive group of friends or associates
/klɪk/  
  cliquish adj. 

fungible  adj. interchangeable or replaceable 
/ˈfʌndʒəbəl/  
  interchangeable

complimentary  adj. expressing praise or admiration for someone or something
/ˌkɑmpləˈmɛntəri/  
  compliment n.  
   adj.given for free
   

empirical  adj. originating in or based on observation or experience
/ɛmˈpɪrɪkəl/  
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conform  v. to obey or agree with something
/kənˈfɔrm/  
  square with
   conformity n.  
  v. to do what other people do
  

solicitous  adj. showing great attention or concern to another
/səˈlɪsətəs/  , 
  solicitude n.  

insult  v. to do or say something that is offensive to (someone) 
/ɪnˈsʌlt/  

acrimony  n. harsh or biting sharpness especially of words, manner, or disposition
/ˈækrɪˌmoʊni/  
  bitterness
   acrimonious adj. 

misconception  n. a false idea or belief
/'mɪskən'sɛpʃən/  

mundane  adj. dull and ordinary
/ˈmʌnˌdeɪn/  
  exotic, unearthly

ambiguous  adj. able to be understood in more than one way
/æmˈbɪgjuəs/  
  equivocal
   ambiguity n. 

allure  v. to entice by charm or attraction
/əˈlʊr/  
  charm

cagey  adj. not willing to say everything that you know about something
/ˈkeɪdʒi/  
 
  adj. wary of being trapped or deceived
   
  adj. very clever
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heresy  n. a belief or opinion that does not agree with the official belief or 
/ˈhɛrəsi/	 opinion of a particular religion
  

parsimony  n. the quality of being very unwilling to spend money
/ˈpɑrsəˌmoʊni/  
  stingy
   munificent
  parsimonious adj. 

cunning  adj. getting what is wanted in a clever and often deceptive way
/ˈkʌnɪŋ/  
  naive 
  adj. dexterous or crafty in the use of special resources
  
  craft

highlight  v. to make or try to make people notice or be aware of
/ˈhaɪˌlaɪt/  ...
  accentuate

judicious  adj. having or showing good judgment
/dʒuˈdɪʃəs/  
  unwise

disguise  v. to obscure the existence or true state or character of
/dɪsˈgaɪz/  

far-fetched  adj. not likely to happen or be true
/ˈfɑrˈfɛtʃt/  附

eclipse  v. to make (something) less important or popular
/ɪˈklɪps/  ... 
  v. to surpass
  
  outdo

impulsive  adj. doing things or tending to do things suddenly and without careful 
/ɪmˈpʌlsɪv/	 thought 
  
  capricious

exculpate  v.  to prove that someone is not guilty of doing something wrong
/ˈɛkskəlˌpeɪt/  
  exculpation n. 

List 1-5.indd   22 2016/9/30   8:43:07



23

Word List 0

overblow  v. to exaggerate 
/ˌoʊvərˈbloʊ/  

obfuscate  v. to make (something) more difficult to understand
/ˈɑbfəsˌkeɪt/  
  obscure, mystification 
  v. to darken
  

droll  adj. having an odd and amusing quality
/droʊl/  

inconclusive  adj. leading to no conclusion or definite result
/ˌɪnkənˈklusɪv/  

disperse  v. to go or move in different directions
/dɪˈspɜrs/  ...
  dissipated
   focus

amplify  v. to speak or write about (something) in a more complete way
/ˈæmpləˌfaɪ/  
  mute, abridge
  amplification n.  ample adj. 
  v. to make larger or greater
  

exaggerate  v.  to make (something) larger or greater than norma
/ɛgˈzædʒərˌeɪt/  
  overrate
   minimize
  exaggeration n. 

unwitting  adj. not aware of what is really happening
/ʌnˈwɪtɪŋ/   
  adj. not intended or planned
  

inclusive  adj. broad in orientation or scope
/ɪnˈklusɪv/  ,
  generic 
  adj. not limited to certain people
  

diatribe  n. an angry and usually long speech or piece of writing that strongly 
/ˈdaɪəˌtraɪb/	 criticizes someone or something
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  rant
   encomium, eulogy

promulgate  v. to make (an idea, belief, etc.) known to many people
/ˈprɑməlˌgeɪt/   
  v. to make (a new law) known officially and publicly
  

consilience   n. the linking together of principles from different disciplines especially 
/kən'sɪlɪəns/ when forming a comprehensive theory
  

ebullient  adj. lively and enthusiastic
/ɪˈbʊljənt/  
  impassive, restraint

bolster  v. to give support to 
/ˈboʊlstər/  
  buttress, prop up
   undermine

dispute  n. / v. to engage in argument or oppose 
/dɪˈspjut/  

exposition  n. clear explanation
/ˌɛkspəˈzɪʃən/   
  n. a public show or exhibition
  

coddle  v. to treat (someone) with too much care or kindness
/ˈkɑdəl	/  

nuance  n. a very small difference in color, tone, meaning, etc.
/ˈnuˌɑns/  
  subtlety

peculiar  adj. not usual or normal
/pɪˈkjuljər/  

egalitarian  adj. aiming for equal wealth, status, etc., for all people
/iˌgæləˈtɛriən/  

propitiate  v. to make (someone) pleased or less angry by giving or saying 
/proʊˈpɪʃiˌeɪt/	 something desired
  
  arouse, hostility
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futile  adj. pointless or useless
/ˈfjutəl/  
  fruitless, pointlessness
   futility n. 

unassuming  adj. not having or showing a desire to be noticed, praised
/ˌʌnəˈsumɪŋ/  
  modest, humble
   presumptuous

amicable   adj. showing a polite and friendly desire to avoid disagreement and 
/ˈæmɪkəbəl/	 argument
  

unfounded  adj. lacking a sound basis
/ʌnˈfaʊndɪd/  
  groundless, unwarranted

plastic  adj. not real or sincere
/ˈplæstɪk/   
  adj. capable of being made into different shapes
  
  malleable

apocalypse  n. a great disaster
/əˈpɑkəˌlɪps/  
  apocalyptic adj. 

authoritative  adj. clearly accurate or knowledgeable
/əˈθɔrəˌteɪtɪv/  
  definitive, cogent

clamorous  adj. noisily insistent
/ˈklæmərəs/  

placate  v. to cause (someone) to feel less angry about something
/ˈpleɪˌkeɪt/  
  appease, conciliatory 
   antagonize
  implacable adj. 

far-reaching  adj. having a wide range or effect
/ˈfɑrˈritʃɪŋ/  

disinterested  adj. not influenced by personal feelings, opinions, or concerns
/dɪsˈɪntrəstɪd/  
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  fair, impartial
   prejudiced
  disinterestedness n. 

embolden   v. to make (someone) more confident
/ɛmˈboʊldən/  

incompatible  adj. not able to exist together without trouble or conflict; not able to be 
/ˌɪnkəmˈpætəbəl/	 used together
  
  harmonious

stale  adj. having an unpleasant taste or smell
/steɪl/   
   adj. boring or unoriginal
  
  banal

lionize  v. to treat (someone) as a very important and famous person
/ˈlaɪəˌnaɪz/  
  eulogize

preachy  adj. trying to teach something (such as proper or moral behavior) in a 
/ˈpritʃi/	 way that is annoying or unwanted
  
  sanctimonious
   preach v. 

illusory  adj. based on something that is not true or real
/ɪˈlusəri/  

profit-monger  n. a person, business or profession marked by avarice and greed
/ˌprɑfɪt'mʌŋɡɚ/   

felicitous  adj. very well suited for some purpose or situation
/fəˈlɪsɪtəs/   
  adj. pleasant or delightful
  

averse  adj. having an active feeling of repugnance or distaste 
/əˈvɜrs/  
  aversion n. 

trigger  v. / n. to cause (something) to start or happen
/ˈtrɪgər/  
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integrity  n. the quality of being honest and fair
/ɪnˈtɛgrəti/  

conservation  n. a careful preservation and protection of something
/ˌkɑnsərˈveɪʃən/  

spontaneous  adj. done or said in a natural and often sudden way and without a lot 
/spɑnˈteɪniəs/	 of thought or planning
  
  calculated 
  adj. controlled and directed internally
  
  intuitive 
  adj. not apparently contrived or manipulated 
  

pushover  n. an opponent that is easy to defeat
/ˈpʊʃˌoʊvər/   
  n. someone who is easy to persuade or influence
   
  n. something that is easy to do
  

comprehensive  adj. covering completely or broadly
/ˌkɑmprəˈhɛnsɪv/  
  sweeping, generic, inclusive, exhaustive
  comprehend v. 

insufferable  adj. too unpleasant to deal with or accept
/ɪnˈsʌfərəbəl/  

sequential  adj.  happening in a series or sequence
/sɪˈkwɛnʃəl/  
  successively

surreptitious  adj. done in a secret way
/ˌsɜrəpˈtɪʃəs/  
  clandestine, covert

dispassionate  adj. not influenced or affected by emotions
/dɪsˈpæʃənət/  

transient  adj. not lasting long
/ˈtrænʃənt/  短
  transience n. 短
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vacant  adj. not filled, used, or lived in
/ˈveɪkənt/   
  adj. devoid of thought, reflection, or expression 
  表

canned  adj. lacking originality or individuality as if mass-produced
/kænd/  
  formulaic 
  adj. prepared or recorded in advance
  录

soft-pedal  v. to treat or describe (something) as less important than it really is
/ˌsɔft'pɛdəl/  ...

feign  v. to give a false appearance of 
/feɪn/  
  false 

daunting  adj. very difficult to do or deal with
/ˈdɔːntɪŋ/  
  formidable, sensational, forbidding
   resolute

downright  adv. completely
/ˈdaʊnˌraɪt/  

autonomous	  adj. having the power or right to govern itself
/ɔˈtɑnəməs/   
  adj. responding, reacting, or developing independently of the whole
  

indeterminate  adj. not able to be stated or described in an exact way
/ˌɪndiˈtɜrmɪnɪt/  

opulent  adj. very comfortable and expensive
/ˈɑpjulənt/  
  opulence n.  
  adj. very wealthy
  
  affluent

pervasive  adj. existing in or spreading through every part of something 
/pərˈveɪsɪv/  
  rife
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offset  v. to cancel or reduce the effect of (something)
/ˈɔfˌsɛt/  
  compensate

omnipresent  adj. present everywhere simultaneously
/ˌɑmnɪˈprɛzənt/  
  ubiquitous, universal

entangle  v. to cause (something) to get caught in or twisted with something else
/ɪnˈtæŋgəl/  
  entanglement n.  
  v. to get (someone) involved in a confusing or difficult situation
  ...

dilatory  adj. tending or intended to cause delay
/ˈdɪləˌtɔri	/  
  remiss
   dilate v.

generic  adj. having no particularly distinctive quality or application
/dʒəˈnɛrɪk/  
  inclusive

sensational  adj. exceedingly or unexpectedly excellent or great 
/sɛnˈseɪʃənəl/   
  adj. causing very great excitement or interest with shocking details
  )
  daunting, lurid

explicable  adj. possible to explain
/ˈɛksplɪkəbəl/  
  explicate v.  

pernicious  adj. causing great harm or damage often in a way that is not easily 
/pərˈnɪʃəs/	 seen or noticed
  

convoluted  adj. very complicated and difficult to understand
/ˈkɑnvəˌlutɪd/  
  intricate, tortuous

bureaucracy  n. a system of government or business that has many complicated 
/bjʊˈrɑkrəsi/	 rules and ways of doing things
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widespread  adj. common over a wide area or among many people
/ˈwaɪdˌsprɛd/  
  extensive, prevalent

compliant  adj. ready and willing to comply
/kəmplaɪənt/  
  tractable
   comply v.

trifling  adj. having little value or importance
/ˈtraɪflɪŋ/  
  minimal

compunction  n. a feeling of guilt or regret
/kəmˈpʌŋkʃən/  

cynical  adj. believing or showing the belief that people are motivated chiefly by 
/ˈsɪnɪkəl/	 base or selfish concerns
  

pretentious   adj. having or showing the unpleasant quality of people who want to 
/priˈtɛnʃəs/	 be regarded as more impressive, successful, or important than they really 
 are
  

customary  adj. usual or typical of a particular person
/ˈkʌstəˌmɛri/  

vilify  v. to utter slanderous and abusive statements against
/ˈvɪləˌfaɪ/  
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tantamount  adj. equal to something in value, meaning, or effect
/ˈtæntəˌmaʊnt/  
  synonymous with

unflinching  adj. staying strong and determined even when things are difficult
/ʌnˈflɪntʃɪŋ/   
  adj. looking at or describing something or someone in a very direct way
  ( 表

prototype  n. a standard or typical example
/ˈproʊtəˌtaɪp/   
  n.  an original model on which something is patterned
  

equanimity  n. calm emotions when dealing with problems or pressure
/ˌɛkwəˈnɪməti/  
  excitability

espouse  v. to express support for (a cause, belief, etc.)
/ɛˈspaʊz/  
  advocate, defend, champion
   abjure

inattention  n. failure to carefully think about, listen to, or watch someone or something
/ˌɪnəˈtɛnʃən/	  

fractious  adj. full of anger and disagreement
/ˈfrækʃəs/  
  skittish 
  adj. inclined to make trouble
  
  restive

disorganize  v. to destroy or interrupt the orderly structure or function of
/dɪsˈɔrgəˌnaɪz/  

figurative	  adj. showing people and things in a way that resembles how they 
/ˈfɪgjʊrəˌtɪv/	 really look
  ,
  symbolic
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entail  v. to have (something) as a part, step, or result
/ɛnˈteɪl/  

impeccable  adj. having no flaws
/ɪmˈpɛkəbəl/  

stifle  v. to not allow yourself to do or express (something)
/ˈstaɪfəl/  
  shackle 
  v. to kill by depriving of oxygen
  ...
  smother

pragmatic  adj. practical
/prægˈmætɪk/  
  realistic

didactic  adj. designed or intended to teach people something
/daɪˈdæktɪk/  , 
  preachy

dazzle  v. to greatly impress or surprise (someone) by being very attractive or 
/ˈdæzəl/	 exciting
  目 ...

stalwart  adj. loyal and resolute
/ˈstɔlwərt/   
  adj. strong and imposing
  

archaic  adj. old and no longer used
/ɑrˈkeɪɪk/  
  antediluvian, outdated

palliate  v. to make the effects of (something, such as an illness) less painful, 
/ˈpæliˌeɪt/	 harmful, or harsh
  

accede  v. to agree to a request or a demand
/ækˈsid/   
  v. to become a party (as to an agreement)
  

consort  v. to keep company
/ˈkɑnˌsɔrt/  
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hostile  adj. not friendly 
/ˈhɑstəl/  

ubiquitous  adj. seeming to be seen everywhere
/juˈbɪkwətəs/  
  omnipresent, universal
   unique

authenticate  v. to prove that something is real, true, or genuine
/ɔˈθɛntɪˌkeɪt/  ....
  apocryphal, bogus
   authentic adj.

condescend  v. to show that you believe you are more intelligent or better than other 
/ˌkɑndɪˈsɛnd/	 people
   
  v. to do something that you usually do not do because you believe you 
 are too important to do it
  ...

predilection  n. a natural liking for something
/ˌprɛdəˈlɛkʃən/  
  proclivity

fruitless  adj. producing no good results
/ˈfrutlɪs/  

diminutive  adj. extremely or extraordinarily small
/dəˈmɪnjutɪv/  
  minuscule

illustrious  adj. admired and respected very much because a lot was achieved
/ɪˈlʌstriəs/  
  distinguished, prominent

unconscionable  adj. not guided or controlled by conscience
/ʌnˈkɑnʃənəbəl/   
  adj. shockingly unfair or unjust
  

trivial  adj. not important 
/ˈtrɪviəl/  
  inconsequential
   momentous
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callow  adj. lacking adult sophistication
/ˈkæloʊ/  

sketchy  adj. done quickly without many details
/skɛtʃi/  
  superficial, undeveloped, rudimentary
   sketch n. 

bemuse  v. to cause (someone) to be confused and often also somewhat 
/biˈmjuz/	 amused
  ... 
  v. to occupy the attention of
  

exotic  adj. introduced from another country
/ɛgˈzɑtɪk/   
  adj. strikingly, excitingly, or mysteriously different or unusual
  

intuition  n. a feeling that guides a person to act a certain way without fully 
/ˌɪntuˈɪʃən/	 understanding why
  

episodic  adj. limited to the duration of an episode
/ˌɛpəˈsɑdɪk/   
  adj. happening or appearing at different times
  

dovish  adj. advocating peace, conciliation or negotiation in preference to
/'dʌvɪʃ/ confrontation or armed conflict
  
  pacific
   dove n.

realm  n. an area of activity, interest, or knowledge
/rɛlm/   
  n. a country that is ruled by a king or queen
  

presage  v. to give or be a sign of (something that will happen or develop in the 
/ˈprɛsɪdʒ/	 future)
  
  portend
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distinctive  adj. different in a way that is easy to notice
/dɪˈstɪŋktɪv/  

concomitant  adj. accompanying especially in a subordinate or incidental way
/kənˈkɑmətənt/  ...

abstemious  adj. not eating and drinking too much
/æbˈstimiəs/  
  austere

versatile  adj. changing or fluctuating readily
/ˈvɜrsətəl/  
  fickle, volatile, flighty, erratic, capricious
  unchangeable 
  adj. having many uses or applications
  

vacillate   v. to repeatedly change your opinions or desires
/ˈvæsəˌleɪt/  
  fluctuate, irresolution
   resolve 
  v. to fluctuate or oscillate
  

devious  adj. willing to lie and trick people in order to get what is wanted
/ˈdiviəs/   
  adj. not straight or direct
  

suffice	  v. to be or provide as much as is needed
/səˈfaɪs/  
  sufficient adj. 

astute  adj. having or showing an ability to notice and understand things 
/əˈstut/	 clearly
  
  shrewd

outrage  v. to make (someone) very angry
/ˈaʊtˌreɪdʒ/  ...

consensus  n. a general agreement about something
/kənˈsɛnsəs/  
  accord
   consent v. 
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metaphor  n. a word or phrase for one thing that is used to refer to another thing 
/ˈmɛtəˌfɔr/	 in order to show or suggest that they are similar
   
  n. an object, activity, or idea that is used as a symbol of something 
 else
  

outstrip  v. to be or become better, greater, or larger than (someone or 
/ˌaʊtˈstrɪp/	 something)
  

querulous  adj. complaining in an annoyed way
/ˈkwɛrjuləs/  

salient  adj. very important or noticeable
/ˈseɪljənt/  
  prominent, obtrusive, conspicuous, visible

culmination  n.  the end or final result of something
/ˌkʌlməˈneɪʃən/  

camaraderie  n. a feeling of good friendship among the people in a group
/ˌkæməˈrɑdəri/  
  solidarity

cordial  adj. politely pleasant and friendly
/ˈkɔrdʒəl/  
  easygoing, affable, conviviality

tribute  n. something done, said, or given to show respect, gratitude, or 
/ˈtrɪbjut/	 affection
  
  encomium
   denunciation

observant  adj. paying strict attention or good at noticing what is going on around 
/əbˈzɜrvənt/	 you
  ,

collegiality  n. the cooperative relationship of colleagues
/kəˌlidʒiˈæləti/  

pensive  adj. lost in serious or sad thought
/ˈpɛnsɪv/  
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penance  n. something that you do or are given to do in order to show that you 
/ˈpɛnəns/	 are sad or sorry about doing something wrong
  

rile  v. to make agitated and angry
/raɪl/  ...
  calm

lambaste  v. to criticize (someone or something) very harshly
/læmˈbeɪst/  
  denounce
   extol

undercut  v. to make (something) weaker or less effective
/ˈʌndərˌkʌt/  
  subvert, impair, undermine

harrow  v. to torment or vex
/ˈhæroʊ/  ...
  assuage 
   n. 
   

paradigm  n. a model or pattern for something that may be copied
/ˈpærəˌdaɪm/  
  model

dissent  v. to publicly disagree with an official opinion, decision, or set of beliefs
/dɪˈsɛnt/  

initiate  v. to begin
/ɪˈnɪʃiˌeɪt/   
  v. to teach (someone) the basic facts or ideas about something
  

mutual  adj. shared between two or more people or groups
/ˈmjutʃuəl/  

robust  adj. strong and healthy
/roʊˈbʌst/  
  strong 
  adj. capable of performing without failure under a wide range of conditions
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betoken  v. to be a sign of (something)
/biˈtoʊkən/  
  signify

conceal  v. to hide (something or someone) from sight
/kənˈsil/  

outnumber  v. to be more than (someone or something) in number
/ˌaʊtˈnʌmbər/  

itinerant  adj. traveling from place to place especially covering a circuit
/aɪˈtɪnərənt/  
  peripatetic

demonize   v. to represent as diabolically evil
/ˈdimənˌaɪz/  

sober  adj. having or showing a very serious attitude or quality 
/ˈsoʊbər/  
  level-headed
   sobriety n. 

incendiary  adj. tending to inflame
/ɪnˈsɛndiˌɛri/  
  incense v.  
  adj. causing anger
   
  n. a person who excites factions, quarrels, or sedition :  agitator
  

salutary  adj. producing a beneficial effect
/ˈsæljʊˌtɛri/  

replete  adj. having much or plenty of something
/rɪˈplit/  

snobbish  adj. having or showing the attitude of people who think they are better 
/snɒbɪʃ/ than other people 
  

seditious  adj. disposed to arouse or take part in or guilty of sedition
/sɪˈdɪʃəs/  

expatriate  v. to banish
/ɛksˈpeɪtriˌeɪt/  
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synopsis  n. a short description of the most important information about 
/sɪˈnɑpsɪs/	 something 
  

affirmative  adj. positive
/əˈfɜrmətɪv/  
  positive 
  adj. asserting that something is true or correct
  

emendation  n. the act or practice of emending
/ˌimɛnˈdeɪʃən/  
  revision
   emend v. 

collective  adj. shared or done by a group of people
/kəˈlɛktɪv/  

synonymous  adj. having the same meaning
/sɪˈnɑnəməs/  
  synonym n.  
  adj. having the same connotations, implications, or reference
  ...
  tantamount

modicum  n. a small amount 
/ˈmɑdɪkəm/  

retrenchment  n. reduction or curtailment
/riˈtrɛntʃmənt/  
  curtailment

magnify  v. to make greater
/ˈmægnəˌfaɪ/   
  v. to exaggerate
  

obligatory  adj. compulsory
/əˈblɪgəˌtɔri/  

commensurate  adj. equal or similar to something in size, amount, or degree
/kəˈmɛnʃʊrɪt/  
  proportionate
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long-winded  adj. tediously long in speaking or writing
/ˈlɔŋˈwɪndɪd/  
  verbose, prolix

slippery  adj. difficult to stand on because of being smooth, wet, icy. etc.
/ˈslɪpəri/   
  adj. not easy to understand or identify in an exact way
  
  elusive 
  adj. not able to be trusted 
  

hefty  adj. large and heavy
/ˈhɛfti/  

forbidding  adj. not friendly or appealing
/fərˈbɪdɪŋ/  
  daunting

wide-ranging  adj. extensive in scope
  

diligent  adj. characterized by steady, earnest, and energetic effort 
/ˈdɪlədʒənt/  
  industrious

punctilious  adj. very careful about behaving properly and doing things in a correct 
/pʌŋkˈtɪliəs/	 and accurate way
  ( )

engaging  adj. very attractive or pleasing in a way that holds your attention
/ɛngeɪdʒɪŋ/  
  winning
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evanescent  adj. lasting a very short time
/ˌɛvəˈnɛsənt/  短
  momentary
   lasting, perpetual, durable

free-for-all  n. an uncontrolled fight or competition that involves many people
/ˈfrifərˌɔl/  

rudimentary  adj. basic or simple
/ˌrudəˈmɛntəri/  
  elementary, sketchy

bustling  adj. full of energetic and noisy activity
/'bʌsliŋ/  

prioritize	  v. to organize (things) so that the most important thing is done or dealt 
/praɪˈɔrəˌtaɪz/	 with first
  

envision  v. to think of (something that you believe might exist or happen in the 
/ɛnˈvɪʒən/	 future)
  

circumscribe  v. to limit the size or amount of (something)
/ˈsɜrkəmˌskraɪb/  
  confine, limit

reminiscent  adj. reminding you of someone or something else
/ˌrɛməˈnɪsənt/   
  adj. having many thoughts of the past
  

symmetrical  adj. having sides or halves that are the same 
/sɪˈmɛtrɪkəl/  
  asymmetrical adj. 

overthrow  v. to remove (someone or something) from power especially by force
/ˌoʊvərˈθroʊ/  

juvenile  adj. reflecting psychological or intellectual immaturity
/ˈdʒuvəˌnaɪl/  , 
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elude  v. to avoid or escape (someone or something) by being quick, skillful, 
/iˈlud/	 or clever
   
  v. to fail to be understood or remembered by (someone)
  ...
  puzzle 
  v. to fail to be achieved by (someone)
  ....

jettison  v. to reject (something, such as a plan or idea)
/ˈdʒɛtəsən/  

detriment  n. something that will cause damage or injury to something or 
/ˈdɛtrəmənt/	 someone
  
  deleterious
   detrimental adj. 

baroque  adj. characterized by grotesqueness, extravagance, complexity, or 
/bəˈroʊk/	 flamboyance
  

quixotic  adj. foolishly impractical especially in the pursuit of ideals
/kwɪkˈsɑtɪk/  
  idealistic 
  adj. capricious or unpredictable
  

mockery  n. insulting or contemptuous action or speech
/ˈmɑkəri/  
  derision

tactful  adj. careful not to offend or upset other people
/ˈtæktfəl/  

trendy  adj. very fashionable
/ˈtrɛndi/  

subsidize  v. to help someone or something pay for the costs of (something)
/ˈsʌbsəˌdaɪz/  
  subsidization n. 

numinous  adj. supernatural, mysterious
/ˈnumənəs/  
  occult
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anomalous  adj. not expected or usual
/əˈnɑmələs/  
  aberrant
   anomaly n. 

mawkish  adj. sad or romantic in a foolish or exaggerated way
/ˈmɔkɪʃ/  

invidious  adj. unpleasant and likely to cause bad feelings in other people
/ɪnˈvɪdiəs/  

austere  adj. simple or unadorned
/ɔˈstɪr/   
  adj. having a serious and unfriendly quality
   
  adj. relating to or having a strict and simple way of living that avoids 
 physical pleasure
  
  abstemious

impede  v. to slow the movement, progress, or action of (someone or 
/ɪmˈpid/	 something)
  
  assist
   impediment n.

frank  adj. marked by free, forthright, and sincere expression 
/fræŋk/  

disjunction  n. a lack of connection between things that are related or should be 
/dɪsˈdʒʌŋkʃən/	 connected
  

finicky  adj. very hard to please
/ˈfɪnɪki/  

hazardous  adj. involving risk or danger
/ˈhæzərdəs/  

chicanery  n. deception by artful subterfuge or sophistry
/ʃɪˈkeɪnəri/  
  subterfuge

verifiable  adj. capable of being verified
/ˈvɛrəˌfaɪəbəl/  
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demonstrable  adj. able to be proven or shown
/dɪˈmɑnstrəbəl/   
  adj. apparent, evident
  

pertinacious  adj. stubbornly tenacious
/ˌpɜrtənˈeɪʃəs/   
  adj. perversely persistent
  

scarce  adj. not plentiful or abundant
/skɛrs/  

lavish  adj. having a very rich and expensive quality
/ˈlævɪʃ/   
  adj. giving or using a large amount of something
   
  v. to expend or bestow with profusion 
  

sanguine  adj. confident and hopeful
/ˈsæŋgwɪn/  

waver  v. to become unsteady because of weakness, emotion, tiredness, etc.
/ˈweɪvər/  
  oscillate
   unwavering

engender  v. to cause to exist or to develop
/ɛnˈdʒɛndər/  
  yield, inaugurate
   eradicate

elusive  adj. hard to understand, define, or remember
/iˈlusɪv/  
  cryptic 
  adj. hard to find or capture
  
  evasive, slippery

ponder  v. to think about or consider (something) carefully
/ˈpɑndər/  
  contemplate
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proliferate  v. to increase in number or amount quickly
/proʊˌlɪfəˌreɪt/  
  abound

paucity  n. a small amount of something
/ˈpɔsəti/  
  vacuousness, dearth

univocal  adj. having one meaning only
/juˈnɪvəkəl/   
  adj. unambiguous
  

dejected  adj. sad because of failure, loss, etc.
/diˈdʒɛktɪd/  

surplus  n. an amount (such as an amount of money) that is more than the 
/ˈsɜrˌplʌs/	 amount that is needed
  

impertinent  adj. rude and showing a lack of respect
/ɪmˈpɜrtənənt/  
  presumptuous 
  adj. not pertinent
  

one-of-a-kind  n. a person or thing that is not like any other person or thing
  

apropos  adj. being both relevant and opportune
/ˌæprəˈpoʊ/   
  prep. with regard to
  ...

ingratiate  v. to gain favor or approval for (yourself) by doing or saying things that 
/ɪnˈgreɪʃiˌeɪt/	 people like
  

concoct  v. to invent or develop (a plan, story, etc.) especially in order to trick or 
/kənˈkɑkt/	 deceive someone
  

disgorge  v. to empty whatever is in the stomach through the mouth
/dɪsˈgɔrdʒ/   
  v. to discharge the contents of 
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baseless  adj. groundless or unwarranted
/ˈbeɪslɪs/  

momentary  adj. lasting a very short time
/ˈmoʊmənˌtɛri/  短
  evanescent, fleeting

debilitate  v. to impair the strength of
/diˈbɪləˌteɪt/  

acute  adj. important or critical
/əˈkjut/  
  acuity n.  
  adj. marked by keen discernment or intellectual perception especially 
 of subtle distinctions
  
  incisive 
  adj. lasting a short time
  短 
  adj. having a rapid onset and following a short but severe course
  
  severe 
  adj. reacting readily to stimuli or impressions
  

resent  v. to be angry or upset about (someone or something that you think is 
/rɪˈzɛnt/	 unfair)
  
  resentful adj. 

delightful  adj. highly pleasing
/dɪˈlaɪtfəl/  

decisive  adj. resolute or determined 
/diˈsaɪsɪv/   
  adj. determining what the result of something will be
   
  adj. very clear and obvious
  
  unmistakable

testimony  n. proof or evidence that something exists or is true
/ˈtɛstəˌmoʊni/  
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nominal  adj. existing as something in name only
/ˈnɑmənəl/   
  adj. very small in amount
  

simultaneous  adj. happening at the same time
/ˌsaɪməlˈteɪniəs/  

monotonous  adj. tediously uniform or unvarying
/məˈnɑtənəs/  
  repetitive

divination  n. a prediction uttered under divine inspiration
/ˌdɪvəˈneɪʃən/  

virtuosity  n. great ability or skill shown by a musician, performer, etc.
/ˌvɜrtʃuˈɑsəti/  

manifest  adj. easy to understand or recognize
/ˈmænəˌfɛst/  
  obvious self-evident 
  v. to show (something) clearly
  
  reveal
   manifestation n. 表

purview  n. an area within which someone or something has authority, influence, 
/ˈpɜrˌvju/	 or knowledge
  

annex  v. to add to something earlier, larger, or more important
/əˈnɛks/  附 
  v. to incorporate (a country or other territory) within the domain of a 
 state
  

shriek  v. to make a loud, high-pitched cry
/ʃrik/  
  caterwaul

ephemeral  adj. lasting for a markedly brief time
/ɛˈfɛmərəl/  短
  short-lived, transitory
   enduring
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erudite  adj. having or showing knowledge that is learned by studying
/ˈɛrjuˌdaɪt	/  
  learned
   unlettered

plague  v. to cause worry or distress to 
/pleɪg/   
  n. a disease that causes death and that spreads quickly to a large 
 number of people
  

counterintuitive  adj. not agreeing with what seems right or natural
/ˈkaʊntərɪnˈtuɪtɪv/  

intriguing  
/ɪnˈtrigɪŋ/  fascinating

magnanimous  adj. having or showing a generous and kind nature
/mægˈnænəməs/  , 
  generous

untether  v. to free from or as if from a tether
/ʌnˈtɛðər/  
  divorce

formulaic  adj. containing or made from ideas or expressions that have been 
/ˌfɔrmjuˈleɪɪk/	 used many times before and are therefore not very new or interesting
  
  canned

gambit  n. a calculated move
/ˈgæmbɪt/  

vivacious  adj. happy and lively in a way that is attractive
/vaɪˈveɪʃəs/  
  phlegmatic
   vivacity n. 

stratify  v. to divide or arrange into classes, castes, or social strata
/ˈstrætəˌfaɪ/  
  hierarchical

exceptional  adj. not usual
/ɛkˈsɛpʃənəl/  
  preternatural 
  adj. better than average
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slump  v. to decrease suddenly and by a large amount
/slʌmp/  

pessimistic  adj.  having or showing a lack of hope for the future
/ˌpɛsəˈmɪstɪk/  

dilute  v. to lessen the strength of (something)
/dɪˈlut/   
  v. to make thinner or less strong by adding water or another liquid
  

palatable  adj. having a pleasant or agreeable taste
/ˈpælɪtəbəl/  
  appetizing 
  adj. pleasant or acceptable to someone
  

stagnate  v. to stop developing, progressing, moving, etc.
/ˈstægˌneɪt/  
  stagnant adj. 

esoteric  adj. difficult to understand
/ˌɛsəˈtɛrɪk/  
  arcane, recondite, abstruse

befuddle  v. to confuse 
/biˈfʌdəl/  ...

deliberate  v. to think about or discuss something very carefully in order to make a 
/dɪˈlɪbərɪt/	 decision
  
  calculation 
  adj. done or said in a way that is planned or intended
  

antithesis  n. the exact opposite of something or someone
/ænˈtɪθəsɪs/  
  antithetical adj. 

valediction  n. an act of bidding farewell
/ˌvæləˈdɪkʃən/   
  valedictory adj. 

hamstring  v. o damage or ruin the force or effectiveness of (something or someone)
/ˈhæmˌstrɪŋ/	  
  impair
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complacent  adj. marked by self-satisfaction especially when accompanied by 
/kəmˈpleɪsənt/	 unawareness of actual dangers or deficiencies
  

hinder  v. to make (something, such as a task or action) slow or difficult
/ˈhɪndər/  
  inhibit, block

formidable  adj. causing fear, dread or apprehension
/ˈfɔrmədəbəl/  
  daunting 
  adj. tending to inspire awe or wonder
   
  adj. very difficult to deal with
  

impenetrable  adj.  impossible to understand
/ɪmˈpɛnɪtrəbəl/   
  adj. incapable of being penetrated or pierced
   
  adj. impervious to sentiment or argument
  

obtrude  v.  to force or impose (as oneself or one's ideas) without warrant or 
/əbˈtrud/	 request
  ,  
  v. to become involved with something or to become noticeable in an 
 unpleasant or annoying way
  )

debunk  v. to show that something (such as a belief or theory) is not true
/diˈbʌŋk/   

umbrage  n. a feeling of being offended by what someone has said or done
/ˈʌmbrɪdʒ/  

affinity  n. a liking for or an attraction to something
/əˈfɪnɪti/   
  n. an inherent similarity between persons or things
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ramification  n. something that is the result of something else
/ˌræməfɪˈkeɪʃən/   
  n. branch
  

immerse  v. to put (something) in a liquid so that all parts are completely covered
/ɪˈmɜrs/   
  v. to make (yourself) fully involved in some activity or interest
  ...

demise  n. / v. to die
/diˈmaɪz/  , 
  v. to transmit by succession or inheritance
  

compassionate  adj. feeling or showing concern for someone who is sick, hurt, poor, 
/kəmˈpæʃənɪt/	 etc. 
  
  indifferent

ignorant  adj. destitute of knowledge or education
/ˈɪgnərənt/  
  unfamiliarity 
  adj. unaware or uninformed
  

immortal  adj. marked by the quality or state of someone or something that will 
/ɪˈmɔrtəl/	 never die or be forgotten
  
  immortality n. 

assuage  v. to make (something, such as an unpleasant feeling) less painful, 
/əˈsweɪdʒ/	 severe, etc.
  
  intensify

e piation  n. the act of making atonement
/ˌɛkspiˈeʃən/  
  expiate v. 
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loquacious  adj. liking to talk and talking smoothly and easily
/loʊˈkweɪʃəs/  
  garrulous
   taciturn
  loquacity n. 

marginal  adj. not very important
/ˈmɑrdʒənəl/  
  peripheral, fringe

ad uration  n. a solemn oath
/ˌædʒʊˈreɪʃən/   
  n. an earnest urging or advising
  

dreary  adj. causing unhappiness or sad feelings 
/ˈdrɪri/  

callous  adj. not feeling or showing any concern about the problems or 
/ˈkæləs/	 suffering of other people
  
  heartless

discount  v. to minimize the importance of 
/ˈdɪsˌkaʊnt/  
  undervalue

ostentatious  adj. marked by or fond of conspicuous or vainglorious and sometimes 
/ˌɑstɛn'teʃəs/	 pretentious display
  

th art  v. to prevent (someone) from doing something or to stop (something) 
/θwɔrt/	 from happening
  
  frustrate

distress  n. unhappiness or pain
/dɪˈstrɛs/   
  v. to worry or upset (someone)
  

raillery  n. friendly joking about or with somebody
/'reləri/  
  banter
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e asperate  v. to make (someone) very angry or annoyed
/ɛgˈzæspərˌeɪt/  ...
  irascibility

feckless  adj. weak or ineffective
/ˈfɛklɪs/   
  adj. careless and irresponsible
  

stigma  n. a set of negative and often unfair beliefs that a society or group of 
/ˈstɪgmə/	 people have about something
  
  stigmatize v.

attenuate  v. to make (something) weaker or less in amount, effect, or force
/əˈtɛnjuˌeɪt/   
  adj. reduced especially in thickness, density, or force
  

enigmatic  adj. full of mystery and difficult to understand
/ˌɛnɪgˈmætɪk/  
  perplexing, puzzle, riddle, conundrum
   unambiguous

condemn  v. to say in a strong and definite way that someone or something is 
/kənˈdɛm/	 bad or wrong
  

impugn  v. to criticize (a person's character, intentions, etc.) by suggesting that 
/ɪmˈpjun/	 someone is not honest and should not to be trusted
  
  champion

elaborate  adj. planned or carried out with great care
/iˈlæbərɪt/   
  v. to work out in detail
   
  v. to expand something in detail
  
  simplify

pe orative  adj. having negative connotations, tending to disparage or belittle
/pɪˈdʒɔrətɪv/  语
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blithe  adj. of a happy lighthearted character or disposition
/blaɪð/  ,
  grave 
  adj. lacking due thought or consideration
  

refute  v. to prove that (something) is not true
/rɪˈfjut/  
  irrefutable adj. 

vacuous  adj. emptied of or lacking content
/ˈvækjuəs/  
  plentiful
   vacuity n.  
  adj. marked by lack of ideas or intelligence
  

enervate  v. to make (someone or something) very weak or tired
/ˈɛnərˌveɪt/  ...
  debilitate
   strengthen 
  adj. lacking physical, mental, or moral vigor
  

honorific  adj. giving or expressing honor or respect
/ˌɑnəˈrɪfɪk/  

disprove  v. to show that (something) is false or wrong
/dɪsˈpruv/  
  disproof n. 

e tinguish  v. to cause (something) to stop burning
/ɛkˈstɪŋgwɪʃ/  
  douse
   ignite 
  v. to cause the end or death of (something)
  ...

e coriate  v.  to censure scathingly
/ɛkˈskɔriˌeɪt/  
  crab, indict

immutable  adj. not subject or susceptible to change
/ɪˈmjutəbəl/  
  mutate v. 
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hypercritical  adj. criticizing other people or things too strongly or too often
/ˌhaɪpərˈkrɪtɪkəl/  

momentous  adj. very important
/moʊˈmɛntəs/  
  trivial

esteem  n. respect and affection
/əˈstim/  

traumatic  adj. emotionally upset
/trɔːmætɪk	/  

secretive  adj. not letting people see or know what you are doing or thinking
/ˈsikrətɪv/  
  furtive

delegate  n. a person who is chosen or elected to vote or act for others
/ dɛlɪɡət/  表 
  v.  to give (control, responsibility, authority, etc.) to someone
  

abeyance	  n. temporary inactivity
/əˈbeɪəns/  
  fulfillment

blatant  adj. noisy especially in a vulgar or offensive manner 
/ˈbleɪtənt/   
  adj. completely obvious, conspicuous, or obtrusive especially in a 
 crass or offensive manner
  目

flamboyant  adj. having a very noticeable quality that attracts a lot of attention
/flæmˈbɔɪənt/  ,
  showy

lucid  adj. very clear and easy to understand
/ˈlusɪd/  
  clarity
   vague, murky

opaque  adj. difficult to understand or explain
/oʊˈpeɪk/  
  inaccessible
   transparent 
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  adj. not letting light through
  

alarmism	  n. the often unwarranted exciting of fears or warning of danger
/ə'lɑ mizəm/  

divisive  adj. causing a lot of disagreement between people and causing them 
/dəˈvaɪsɪv/	 to separate into different groups
  
  unifying

torpor  n. a state of not being active and having very little energy
/ˈtɔrpər/  
  exciting, celerity

indolent  adj. not liking to work or be active
/ˈɪndələnt/  

compulsory  adj. having the power of forcing someone to do something
/kəmˈpʌlsəri	/  

revelation  n. an act of revealing to view or making known
/ˌrɛvəˈleɪʃən/  

contingency  n. something (such as an emergency) that might happen
/kənˈtɪndʒənsi/  

prolific  adj. producing a large amount of something
/proʊˈlɪfɪk/  

alacrity  n. a quick and cheerful readiness to do something
/əˈlækrəti/  
  reluctance, hesitance

transcend  v. to rise above or go beyond the limits of
/trænˈsɛnd/  
  transcendent adj.  
  v. to outstrip or outdo in some attribute, quality, or power
   
  v.  to triumph over the negative or restrictive aspects of
  
  overcome

resonate  v. to produce or exhibit resonance
/ˈrɛzəˌneɪt/   
  v. to evoke a feeling of shared emotion or belief
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  ring true

uncharacteristic  adj. not typical or distinctive
/ˌ	ʌnkærɪktərˈɪstɪk/  

impetuous  adj. acting or done quickly and without thought
/ɪmˈpɛtʃuəs/  
  deliberate

disparate  adj. different from each other
/ˈdɪspərət/  
  heterogeneous, dissimilar, variant, diverse
   homogeneous

respite  n. an interval of rest or relief
/ˈrɛspɪt/  
  lull, relief, break

rankle  v. to cause (someone) to feel angry or irritated especially for a long 
/ˈræŋkəl/	 time
  ...
  gall

acquiesce  v. to accept, agree, or allow something to happen by staying silent or 
/ˌækwiˈɛs/	 by not arguing
  
  accession

remedy  v. to solve, correct, or improve (something)
/ˈrɛmədi/   
  n. a medicine or treatment that relieves pain or cures a usually minor 
 illness
  
  recipe

congruous  adj.  being in agreement, harmony, or correspondence
/ˈkɑŋgruəs/  

gadfly  n. someone who annoys people by being very critical
/ˈgædˌflaɪ/  

shrink  v. to become smaller in amount, size, or value
/ʃrɪŋk/   
  v. to quickly move away from something shocking, frightening, or 
 disgusting
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over rought  adj. very excited or upset
/ˌoʊvərˈrɔt/  
  impassive

purposeful  adj. having a clear aim or purpose
/ˈpɜrpəsfəl/  目

prognosis  n. a doctor's opinion about how someone will recover from an illness 
/prɑgˈnoʊsɪs/	 or injury
   
  n. a judgment about what is going to happen in the future
  

malleable  adj. capable of being altered or controlled by outside forces or 
/ˈmæliəbəl/	 influences
  
  plastic

forgo  v. to give up the use or enjoyment of (something)
/fɔrˈgoʊ/  

encumber  v. to cause problems or difficulties for
/ɛnˈkʌmbər/   
  v. to make (someone or something) hold or carry something heavy
  ...

barbarity  n. extreme cruelty
/bɑrˈbɛrəti/  
  cruelty

sanctimonious  adj. pretending to be morally better than other people
/ˌsæŋktəˈmoʊniəs/  
  preachy, didactic

repugnant  adj. causing a strong feeling of dislike or disgust
/rɪˈpʌgnənt/  
  repugnance n. 

pseudonym  n. a name that someone (such as a writer) uses instead of his or her 
/ˈsudəˌnɪm/	 real name
  

e plicit  adj. very clear and complete and leaving no doubt about the meaning
/ɛksˈplɪsɪt/  
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ine orable  adj. not able to be stopped or changed
/ˈɪn	ɛksərəbəl/  

dissemble  v. to hide your true feelings, opinions, etc.
/dɪˈsɛmbəl/  
  behave honestly

scintillating  adj. very clever, amusing, and interesting
/'sɪntɪletɪŋ/  ,

luminary  n. a very famous or successful person
/ˈluməˌnɛri/  

empo er  v. to give power to (someone)
/ɛmˈpaʊər/   
  v. to promote the self actualization or influence of 
  ...

deference  n. respect and esteem due a superior or an elder
/ˈdɛfərəns/  
  respectful
   contempt

lugubrious  adj. full of sadness or sorrow
/ləˈgubriəs/  
  gloomy
   facetious, sprightly

denounce  v. to criticize (someone or something) harshly and publicly
/diˈnaʊns/  
  lambaste
   advocate, praise

parochial  adj. limited to only the things that affect your local area
/pəˈroʊkiəl/  
  provincial 
  adj. limited in range or scope
  

lament  v. to express sorrow, regret, or unhappiness about something
/ləˈmɛnt/  

primitive  adj. of, belonging to, or seeming to come from an early time in the very 
/ˈprɪmɪtɪv/	 ancient past
  
  ancient
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  adj. very simple and basic
  

hamper  v. to slow the movement, progress, or action of (someone or something)
/ˈhæmpər/	  

distill  v. to let fall, exude, or precipitate in drops or in a wet mist
/dɪˈstɪl/   
  v. to extract the essence of
  

imitate  v. to do the same thing as 
/ˈɪmɪˌteɪt/  
  inimitable adj. 

encyclopedic  adj. dealing with or knowing a subject thoroughly or completely
/ɛnˌsaɪkloʊˈpidɪk/  
  exhaustive

euphemism  n. a mild or pleasant word or phrase that is used instead of one that is 
/ˈjufəˌmɪzəm/	 unpleasant or offensive
  语
  unpolished

nondescript  adj. typical and uninteresting
/ˌnɑndɪˈskrɪpt/  
  unexceptional

adverse  adj. bad or unfavorable
/ædˈvɜrs/  
  unfavourable
   allied
  adversity n. adversary n.

enduring  adj. lasting, continuing
/ɛnˈdʊrɪŋ/  

enliven  v. to give life, action, or spirit to
/ɛnˈlaɪvən/  
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half-formulated  adj. coming into view, existence, or notice
  

dubious  adj. causing doubt, uncertainty, or suspicion
/ˈdubiəs/  
  suspect
   indubitable adj. 

churlish  adj. not polite
/ˈtʃɜrlɪʃ/  
  complaisant

outlandish  adj. very strange or unusual
/ˌaʊtˈlændɪʃ/  
  conventional 
  adj. of or relating to another country
  

serendipitous  adj. happening by luck
/ˌsɛrən'dɪpɪtəs/  
  fortuitous

mercurial  adj. changing moods quickly and often
/mərˈkjʊriəl/  
  volatile, inconstant
   persistent

deceive  v. to make (someone) believe something that is not true
/diˈsiv/  
  deceitful adj. 

fortuitous  adj. happening by chance
/fɔrˈtuətəs/  
  accidental, serendipitous 
  adj. having or showing good luck
  

fathom  v. to understand the reason for (something)
/ˈfæðəm/  
  unfathomable adj.
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remuneration  n. an amount of money paid to someone for the work that person has done
/rɪˌmjunəˈreɪʃən/	  

sparkling  adj. shining with brilliant points of light like stars
/'spɑːk ə lɪŋ/  

lu uriant  adj. having heavy and thick growth
/lʌgˈʒʊriənt/  
  rampant 
  adj. having an appealingly rich quality
  

credential  n. something that gives a title to credit or confidence
/krɪˈdɛnʃəl/  

recoil  v. to quickly move away from something that is shocking, frightening, 
/rɪˈkɔɪl/	 or disgusting : to react to something with shock or fear
  

scandalous  adj. shocking or offensive
/ˈskændələs/  

erode  v. to diminish or destroy by degrees
/iˈroʊd/  
  shrink from

tenuous  adj. not certain, definite, or strong  flimsy, weak, or uncertain
/ˈtɛnjuəs/  脚 
  adj. very thin
  
  substantial

fluctuate  v. to change level, strength, or value frequently
/ˈflʌktʃuˌeɪt/  
  vacillate, vary
   stabilize

contentious  adj. likely to cause people to argue or disagree
/kənˈtɛnʃəs/  
  controversial, fraught, polemical 
  adj. likely or willing to argue
  

patch ork  n. something made of miscellaneous or incongruous parts or elements 
/ˈpætʃˌwɜrk/  
  hodgepodge, welter
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flabbergast  v. to shock or surprise (someone) very much
/ˈflæbərˌgæst/  ...

temperate  adj. having temperatures that are not too hot or too cold
/ˈtɛmpərɪt/   
  adj. emotionally calm and controlled
   
  adj. keeping or held within limits
  

benighted  adj. having no knowledge or education
/biˈnaɪtɪd/  

undiscriminating  adj. indiscriminate
/ˌʌndɪ'skrɪməˌnetɪŋ/   
  adj. lacking sensitivity, taste, or judgment
  

palpable  adj. capable of being touched or felt
/ˈpælpəbəl/  
  intangible 
  adj. easily perceptible
  

effusive  adj. expressing a lot of emotion
/ɛˈfjusɪv/  表
  emotional, lyrical

habitable  adj. suitable or fit to live in
/ˈhæbɪtəbəl/  

codify  v. to put (things) in an orderly form
/ˈkɑdəˌfaɪ/  

duplicate  v. to make an exact copy of (something)
/'duplɪket/  

sluggish  adj. moving slowly or lazily
/ˈslʌgɪʃ/  
  listless
   dynamic

s ay  v. to exert a guiding or controlling influence on
/sweɪ/   
  v. to cause to sway: set to swinging, rocking, or oscillating
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ornamental  adj. used to make something more attractive
/ˌɔrnəˈmɛntəl/  
  decorative

convivial  adj. of or relating to social events where people can eat, drink, and talk 
/kənˈvɪviəl/	 in a friendly way with others
  

multifarious  adj. of many and various kinds
/ˌmʌltəˈfæriəs/  

panacea  n. a remedy for all ills or difficulties
/ˌpænəˈsiə/  
  cure-all

countenance  n. bearing or expression that offers approval or sanction
/ˈkaʊntənəns/   
  v. to accept, support, or approve of (something)
  

inflammatory  adj. tending to excite anger, disorder, or tumult :  seditious
/ɪnˈflæməˌtɔri	/  
  provocative

taint  v. to hurt or damage the good condition of (something)
/teɪnt/  

rigorous  adj. very strict and demanding
/ˈrɪgərəs/   
  adj. done carefully and with a lot of attention to detail
  

delude  v. to cause (someone) to believe something that is not true
/dɪˈlud/  

ill-advised  adj. not wise or sensible
/ˈɪlədˈvaɪzd/  
  misguided

prosaic  adj. everyday or ordinary
/prəˈzeɪk/   
  adj. characteristic of prose as distinguished from poetry
   
  adj. dull or unimaginative
  

List 6-10.indd   64 2016/9/30   8:44:01



65

Word List 0

malfeasance  n. wrongdoing or misconduct especially by a public official
/mælˈ zəns/  
  fraudulence

egregious  adj. conspicuously bad or offensive
/iˈgridʒəs/  
  flagrant

counterfeit  adj. made to look like an exact copy of something in order to trick 
/ˈkaʊntərˌfɪt/	 people
  
  misrepresent

volatile  adj. having or showing extreme or sudden changes of emotion
/ˈvɑlətəl/  
  fickle, versatile, volatile, flighty, erratic, capricious 

conundrum  n. a confusing or difficult problem
/kəˈnʌndrəm/  
  enigma, puzzle, riddle

contrive  v. to form or make (something) in a skillful or clever way
/kənˈtraɪv/  

gratify  v. to make (someone) happy or satisfied
/ˈgrætɪˌfaɪ/  ...
  please

deflate  v. to make (someone) lose confidence or pride
/diˈfleɪt/  ... ... 
  v. to lose air or gas from inside
  ... 
  v. to reduce in size, importance, or effectiveness 
  
  soothe

anthropogenic  adj. caused by humans
/ˌænθrəˌpoʊˈdʒɛnɪk/  

conflate  v. to combine (as two readings of a text) into a composite whole
/kənˈfleɪt/  

animate  adj. having life
/ˈænɪˌmeɪt/   
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  v. to give spirit and support to 
  ...
  galvanize, rouse

contemporary  adj. happening or beginning now or in recent times
/kənˈtɛmpəˌrɛri/   
  adj. from the same time period
  

underlie  v. to form the basis or foundation of (an idea, a process, etc.)
/ˌʌndərˈlaɪ/  ... 
  v. to lie or be located under (something)
  ...

anecdote  n. a short account of an interesting or humorous incident
/ˈænɪkˌdoʊt/  

ministration  n. the act or process of ministering
/ˌmɪnɪsˈtreɪʃən/  

banal  adj. boring or ordinary
/ˈbeɪnəl/  
  stale
   arresting

flippant  adj. lacking proper respect or seriousness
/ˈflɪpənt/  , 
  earnest
   flip v. 

invective  n. harsh or insulting words
/ɪnˈvɛktɪv/  
  laud, encomium

paltry  n. very small or too small in amount
/ˈpɔltri/  
  insufficient, meager

miserly  adj. hating to spend money
/ˈmaɪzərli/  

reno ned  adj. known and admired by many people for some special quality or 
/rɪˈnaʊnd/ achievement
  
  celebrated
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e haustive  adj. including all possibilities 
/ɛgˈzɔstɪv/  
  encyclopedic
   incomplete

polemical  adj. of or involving strongly critical or disputatious writing or speech
/pə'lɛmɪkl/  
  contentious, controversial, fraught
   conciliatory

facile  adj. too simple and not showing enough thought or effort
/ˈfæsɪl/   
  adj. done or achieved in a way that is too easy
  

transparent  adj. able to be seen through
/trænsˈpɛrənt/   
  adj. easy to notice or understand
   
  adj. honest and open
  

unimpeachable  adj. not able to be doubted or questioned
/ˌʌnɪmˈpitʃəbəl/  
  blameless
   impeach v. 

tortuous  adj. complicated, long, and confusing
/ˈtɔrtʃuəs/  
  convoluted

perturb  v. to cause (someone) to be worried or upset
/pərˈtɜrb/  ...

flighty  adj. given to capricious or unstable behavior
/ˈflaɪti/  
  fickle, versatile, volatile, erratic, capricious  
  adj. easily excited 
  

infectious  adj. spreading or capable of spreading rapidly to others
/ɪnˈfɛkʃəs/  

gall  v. to make (someone) feel annoyed or angry
/gɔl/  ...
  rankle
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  n. a state of exasperation
  

compelling  adj. very interesting
/kəmˈpɛlɪŋ/  
  interesting 
  adj. capable of causing someone to believe or agree
  

overt  adj. open to view
/oʊˈvɜrt/  

fraudulent  adj. done to trick someone for the purpose of getting something 
/ˈfrɔdʒələnt/	 valuable
  

perilous  adj. full of danger
/ˈpɛrələs/  
  precarious, dangerous

cataclysm  n.  something that causes great destruction, violence, etc.
/ˈkætəˌklɪzəm/  
  cataclysmic adj. 

concede  v. to admit (something) usually in an unwilling way
/kənˈsid/  
  acknowledge

horrific  adj. causing horror or shock
/hɔˈrɪfɪk/  

multitudinous  adj. very many
/ˌmʌltəˈtudənəs/  

do nplay  v. to make (something) seem smaller or less important
/ˈdaʊnˌpleɪ/  

purport  n. meaning conveyed, professed, or implied
/pɜrˈpɔrt/   
  v. to claim to be or do a particular thing when this claim may not be true
  

mediocre  adj. of moderate or low quality, value, ability, or performance
/ˌmidiˈoʊkər/  
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irritate  v. to provoke impatience, anger, or displeasure in
/ˈɪrɪˌteɪt/  ...

stilted  adj. awkward especially because of being too formal
/ˈstɪltɪd/  

placid  adj. not easily upset or excited
/ˈplæsɪd/  

erratic  adj. acting, moving, or changing in ways that are not expected or usual 
/ɪˈrætɪk/  
  fickle, versatile, volatile, flighty, capricious  
  adj. deviating from what is ordinary or standard
  

ingenious  adj. very smart or clever
/ɪnˈdʒinjəs/  
  clever
   awkward

renaissance  n. revival
/ˈrɛnəˌsɑns/  
  revival
  n. 
  

endorse  v. to publicly or officially say that you support or approve of (someone 
/ɛnˈdɔrs/	 or something)
  
  sanction, commend, authorize
   oppose 
  v. to publicly say that you like or use (a product or service) in exchange 
 for money
  

harbinger  n. something that shows what is coming
/ˈhɑrbɪndʒər/  
  herald 
  v. to be a harbinger of
  

malign  adj. having or showing intense often vicious ill will
/məˈlaɪn/   
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  v. to say bad things about (someone or something) publicly
  

imperative  adj. very important
/ɪmˈpɛrətɪv/   
  n. a command, rule, duty, etc., that is very important or necessary
  

ethical  adj. morally right and good
/ˈɛθɪkəl/  

consequential  adj. having significant conse uences
/ˌkɑnsɪˈkwɛnʃəl/  
  nugatory
   inconsequential adj.  
  adj. self-important
   
  adj. happening as a result
  

perpetuate  v. to cause (something that should be stopped, such as a mistaken 
/pərˈpɛtʃuˌeɪt/	 idea or a bad situation) to continue
  ...

anathema  n. someone or something that is very strongly disliked
/əˈnæθəmə/   
  n. a vehement denunciation
  

illuminate  v. to make (something) clear and easier to understand
/ɪˈluməˌneɪt/  
  clarify
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enchanting  adj. charming
/ɛnˈtʃæntɪŋ/  

mishandle  v. to treat roughly
/mɪsˈhændəl/   
  v. to deal with or manage wrongly or ignorantly
  

fickle  adj. changing opinions often
/ˈfɪkəl/  
  versatile, volatile, flighty, erratic, capricious 

countermand  v. to cancel (an order) especially by giving a new order
/ˌkaʊntərˈmænd/  

mollify  v. to make (someone) less angry : to calm (someone) down
/ˈmɑləˌfaɪ/  
  inflame, ire

gloomy  adj. causing feelings of sadness
/ˈglumi/  
  lugubrious, cheerless

methodical  adj. arranged, characterized by, or performed with method or order
/məˈθɑdɪkəl/  

hortatory  adj. advisory
/ˈhɔrtəˌtɔri/  

innate  adj. existing from the time a person or animal is born
/ɪˈneɪt/  
  inborn

displace  v. to force (people or animals) to leave the area where they live
/dɪsˈpleɪs/   
  v. to take the job or position of (someone or something)
  

apprehend  v. to arrest or seize
/ˌæpriˈhɛnd/  
  apprehension n.  
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  v. to notice and understand (something)
   
  v. to anticipate especially with anxiety, dread, or fear
  
  trepidation
   intrepid

disarray  n. a lack of order
/ˌdɪsəˈreɪ/   
  v. to throw into disorder
  

tedious  adj. boring and too slow or long
/ˈtidiəs/  
  boring, dreary

emphasis  n. special importance or attention given to something
/ˈɛmfəsɪs/  
  emphasize v. 

irascible  adj. becoming angry very easily 
/ɪˈræsəbəl/  
  exasperation

fastidious  adj. very careful about how you do something
/fæˈstɪdiəs/  
  indiscriminate

occlude  v. to close up or block off
/əˈklud/  

impair  v. to make (something) weaker or worse
/ɪmˈpɛr/  
  subvert, undercut, undermine, compromise, vitiate

laudatory  adj. expressing or containing praise
/ˈlɔdəˌtɔri/  
  laud v.

prevalent  adj. common or widespread
/ˈprɛvələnt/  
  extensive, widespread

deprecate  v. to criticize or express disapproval of (someone or something)
/ˈdɛprəˌkeɪt/  
  detract
   deprecatory adj. 
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portend  v. to be a sign or warning that something usually bad or unpleasant is 
/pɔrˈtɛnd/ going to happen
  , 
  predict, presage
   portent n. 

self-defeating  adj. injurious to one's or its own purposes or welfare
/ˈsɛlfdɪˈ tɪŋ/  

proclaim  v. to say or state (something) in a public, official, or definite way
/proʊˈkleɪm/  
  profess

meddle  v. to interest oneself in what is not one's concern
/ˈmɛdəl/  

overshado   v. to exceed in importance
/ˌoʊvərˈʃædoʊ/   
  v. to cast a shadow over
  
  obscure

somnolent  adj. very boring or causing a person to fall asleep
/ˈsɑmnələnt/  
  lethargic

precipitate  v. to cause (something) to happen quickly or suddenly
/priˈsɪpəˌteɪt/   
  adj. happening very quickly or too quickly without enough thought or 
 planning
  
  deliberate

onerous  adj. difficult and unpleasant to do or deal with
/ˈɑnərəs/  
  burdensome

comity  n. friendly social atmosphere 
/ˈkɑməti/  
  civility 

douse  v. to extinguish
/daʊs/  
  extinguish
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asseverate  v. to affirm or declare positively or earnestly 
/əˈsɛvəˌreɪt/  

arbitrary  adj. not planned or chosen for a particular reason
/ˈɑrbəˌtrɛri/   
  adj. existing or coming about seemingly at random or by chance or as 
 a capricious and unreasonable act of will
  

discretion  n.  power of free decision or latitude of choice within certain legal 
/dɪˈskrɛʃən/ bounds 
   
  n. the quality of having or showing discernment or good judgment: the 
 quality of being discreet: circumspection;
  
  injudicious

sacrosanct  adj. most sacred or holy
/ˈsækroʊˌsæŋkt/  

quiescent  adj. not active
/kwaɪˈɛsənt/  
  calm
  restless
  quiescence n. 

evasive  adj. not honest or direct
/iˈveɪsɪv/  
  elusive

defer  v. put off, delay
/diˈfɜr/   
  v. to submit to another's wishes, opinion, or governance usually 
 through deference or respect
  

innocuous  adj. producing no injury
/ɪˈnɑkjuəs/  
  harmless
   caustic 
  adj. not likely to give offense or to arouse strong feelings or hostility
  

arcane  adj. known or understood by only a few people
/ɑrˈkeɪn/  
  esoteric, recondite, abstruse
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permanent  adj. lasting or continuing for a very long time or forever
/ˈpɜrmənənt/  

entice  v. to attract artfully or adroitly or by arousing hope or desire
/ɛnˈtaɪs/  

unmistakable  adj. not capable of being mistaken or misunderstood 
/ˌʌnmɪsˈteɪkəbəl/  目
  decisive

antecedent  n. something that came before something else and may have 
/ˌæntəˈsidənt/ influenced or caused it
  
  precursor

overstate  v. to say that (something) is larger or greater than it really is
/ˈoʊvərˌsteɪt/  

relish  v. to enjoy or take pleasure in (something)
/ˈrɛlɪʃ/  
  delight

trepidation  n. a nervous or fearful feeling of uncertain agitation
/ˌtrɛpəˈdeɪʃən/  
  apprehension
   intrepid adj. 

synergy  n. the increased effectiveness that results when two or more people or 
/ˈsɪnərdʒi/ businesses work together
  

universal  adj. existing or true at all times or in all places
/ˌjunəˈvɜrsəl/  
  omnipresent, ubiquitous 
  adj.  present or occurring everywhere
  

dampen  v.  to check or diminish the activity or vigor of
/ˈdæmpən/  
  deaden

predate  v. to exist or happen at an earlier time than (something or someone)
/priˈdeɪt/  
  antedate
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premise  n. a proposition antecedently supposed or proved as a basis of 
/ˈprɛmɪs/ argument or inference
  

motivate  v. to provide with a motive 
/ˈmoʊtəˌveɪt/  

linkage  n. a connection or relationship between two or more things
/ˈlɪŋkɪdʒ/  

hypocrisy  n. a feigning to be what one is not or to believe what one does not; 
/hɪˈpɑkrəsi/ especially :  the false assumption of an appearance of virtue or religion
  
  insincerity

redundant	  adj. needlessly wordy or repetitive in expression 
/rɪˈdʌndənt/  
  economical

mitigate  v. to make less severe or intense
/ˈmɪtəˌgeɪt/  
  abate, ameliorate

ane  v. to decrease gradually
/weɪn/  
  ebb, decline 
  v. to approach an end 
   
  v. to show a progressively smaller illuminated area, as the moon does 
 in passing from full to new
  

accountable  adj. required to be responsible for something
/əˈkaʊntəbəl/  
  accountability n.  
  adj. capable of being explained 
  

fecund  adj. fruitful in offspring or vegetation
/ˈ kənd/  
  fecundity n.  
  adj. intellectually productive or inventive 
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reflective  adj. characterized by or given to serious thinking or contemplation
/rɪˈflɛktɪv/  
  pensive

precedent  n. an easier occurrence of something similar
/priˈsidənt/  
  unprecedented adj. 
  n. 
  ) 

recant  v. to withdraw or repudiate (a statement or belief) formally and publicly
/rɪˈkænt/  
  repudiate
   affirm

rambling  adj. lengthy  and digressive
/ˈræmbəl/   
  adj.  habitually roaming 
  

inure  v. to habituate to something undesirable;
/ɪnˈjʊr/  

eccentric  adj. strange or unusual 
/ɛkˈsɛntrɪk	/  

mercenary  adj. serving merely for pay or sordid advantage
/ˈmɜrsəˌnɛri/  

negligible  adj. very small or unimportant
/ˈnɛglədʒəbəl/  
  insignificant

puerile	  adj. silly or childish especially in a way that shows a lack of 
/ˈpjuərəl/ seriousness or good judgment
  

plausible  adj. superficially fair, reasonable, or valuable but often specious
/ˈplɔzəbəl/  
  unbelievable
   implausible adj.  
  adj. appearing worthy of belief
  表
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baffle  v. to confuse (someone) completely
/ˈbæfəl/  ...

simplistic  adj. too simple
/sɪmˈplɪstɪk/  

chivalrous  adj. valiant
/ˈʃɪvəlrəs/   
  adj. showing respect and politeness especially toward women
  

apathetic  adj. not having or showing much emotion or interest
/ˌæpəˈθɛtɪk/  
  passivity
   apathy n. 

dedicate  v.  to commit to a goal or way of life 
/ˈdɛdɪkɪt/  

blemish  v. to hurt or damage the good condition of (something)
/ˈblɛmɪʃ/  
  defect 
  n. a mark that makes something imperfect or less beautiful
  

inertia  n. lack of movement or activity especially when movement or activity is 
/ɪnˈɜrʃə/	 wanted or needed
  
  inactive
   inert adj.  
  n. a feeling of not having the energy or desire that is needed to move, 
 change, etc.
  

intelligible  adj. able to be understood 
/ɪnˈtɛlɪdʒəbəl/  
  readable

primacy  n. the state of being most important or strongest
/ˈpraɪməsi/  

untenable  adj. not capable of being defended against attack or criticism
/ʌnˈtɛnəbəl/  脚
  baseless
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incivility  n. a rude or impolite attitude or behavior
/ˌɪnsəˈvɪlɪti/  

laconic  adj. using few words in speech or writing
/ləˈkɑnɪk/  
  terse, curt, taciturn
   garrulous, voluble

confess  v. to admit that you did something wrong or illegal
/kənˈfɛs/  

demorali e  v. to weaken the morale of (a person or group)
/diˈmɔrəˌlaɪz/  ...

paragon  n. a model of excellence or perfection
/ˈpærəˌgɑn/  
  model
   travesty

outmoded  adj. no longer useful or acceptable
/ˌaʊtˈmoʊdɪd/  
  obsolete, fusty, unfashionable

fleeting adj. passing swiftly
/ˈflitɪŋ/  短
  momentary
   perennial

scrutini e  v. to examine something carefully especially in a critical way
/ˈskrutənˌaɪz/  

incentive  n. something that encourages a person to do something or to work 
/ɪnˈsɛntɪv/ harder
  
  deterrent

contradictory  adj. involving, causing, or constituting a contradiction
/ˌkɑntrəˈdɪktəri/  

sectarian  adj. limited in character or scope
/sɛkˈtɛriən/   
  adj. relating to religious or political sects and the differences between 
 them
  

moribund  adj. approaching death
/ˈmɔrɪˌbʌnd/  

List 6-10.indd   79 2016/9/30   8:44:05



80

galvani e  v. to stimulate or shock with an electric current
/ˈgælvəˌnaɪz/  
  animate, rouse 
  v. to arouse to awareness or action
  ... ...

interchangeable  adj. capable of being used in place of each other
/ˌɪntərˈtʃeɪndʒəbəl/  
  fungible

e iguous  adj. excessively scanty
/ɛgˈzɪgjuəs/  

truism  n. an undoubted or self-evident truth
/ˈtruˌɪzəm/  

valori e  v. to give or assign a value to, especially a higher value
/ˈvælərˌaɪz/  
  exalt

meticulous  adj. very careful about doing something in an extremely accurate and 
/məˈtɪkjuləs/ exact way
  
  painstaking, exactitude, thorough

satire  n. humor that shows the weaknesses or bad qualities of a person, 
/ˈsæˌtaɪr/ government, society, etc.
  , 
  mockery

proprietary  adj. kept private by an owner
/prəˈpraɪəˌtɛri/  
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evenhanded  adj. not favoring one side or group over another
/ˈivənˌhændɪd/  

amorphous  adj. having no definite or clear shape or form
/əˈmɔrfəs/  

apolitical  adj. not interested or involved in politics
/ˌeɪpəˈlɪtɪkəl/  

obviate  v.  to make (something) no longer necessary
/ˈɑbviˌeɪt/   
  v. to prevent or avoid
  

prescience  n. the ability to know what will or might happen in the future
/ˈprɛʃəns/  

audacious  adj. intrepidly daring
/ɔˈdeɪʃəs/  
  timid
   audacity n.  
  adj. contemptuous of law, religion, or decorum
  
  brazen 
  adj. marked by originality and verve
  

animadversion  n. a critical and usually censorious remark
/ˌænɪmədˈvɜrʒən/  

adorn  v. to make (someone or something) more attractive by adding 
/əˈdɔrn/	 something beautiful
  
  adornment n.

duplicitous  adj. deceptive in words or action
/duˈplɪsətəs/  

vehement  adj. showing strong and often angry feelings
/ˈviəmənt/  
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revive  v. to make (someone or something) strong, healthy, or active again
/rɪˈvaɪv/  ...

antediluvian  adj. very old or old-fashioned
/ˌæntidəˈluviən/  
  archaic

facet  n. a part or element of something
/ˈfæsɪt/  

ponderous  adj. slow or awkward because of weight and size
/ˈpɑndərəs/  
  gossamer 
  adj. very boring or dull
  

detract  v. to diminish the importance, value, or effectiveness of something
/diˈtrækt/  
  deprecate
   detractor n. 

specific  adj. relating to a particular person, situation, etc.
/spəˈsɪfɪk/   
  adj. clearly and exactly presented or stated
  

aggrandi e  v. to make appear great or greater
/əˈgrænˌdaɪz/   
  v. to enhance the power, wealth, position, or reputation of
  
  self-aggrandize v. 

prospect  n. someone or something that is likely to succeed or to be chosen
/ˈprɑsˌpɛkt/  

chagrin  n. a feeling of being frustrated or annoyed because of failure or 
/ʃəˈgrɪn/	 disappointment
   
  v. to vex or unsettle by disappointing or humiliating
  

seclusion  n. the act of placing or keeping someone away from other people : the 
/sɪˈkluʒən/	 act of secluding someone
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  n. a secluded or isolated place
  

commence  v. to begin
/kəˈmɛns/  

mordant  adj. expressing harsh criticism especially in a way that is funny
/ˈmɔrdənt/  
  acerbic
   genial

disconcerting  adj. causing an emotional disturbance
/ˌdɪskənˈsɜrt/  

embellish  v. to make beautiful with ornamentation 
/ɛmˈbɛlɪʃ/  

pugnacious  adj. showing a readiness or desire to fight or argue
/pʌgˈneɪʃəs/  
  belligerent

e acerbate  v. to make (a bad situation, a problem, etc.) worse
/ɛgˈzæsərˌbeɪt/  ...
  aggravate
   alleviate, mitigate

furtive  adj. done in a quiet and secret way to avoid being noticed
/ˈfɜrtɪv/  
  secretive

be ilder  v. to confuse (someone) very much
/biˈwɪldər/  ...

unidimensional  adj. lacking depth
/ˌjʊnɪdɪ mɛnʃənəl/  

jaded  adj. feeling or showing a lack of interest and excitement caused by 
/ˈdʒeɪdɪd/	 having done or experienced too much of something
  

visionary  adj. having or showing clear ideas about what should happen or be 
/ˈvɪʒənˌɛri/	 done in the future
  

archetypal  adj. a perfect example of something
/ˌa ki taipl/  
  classic
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humility  n. the quality or state of being humble
/hjuˈmɪləti/  

disclose  v. to make (something) known to the public
/dɪsˈkloʊz/  

adversarial  adj. involving two people or two sides who oppose each other
/ˌædvərˈsɛriəl/  
  antagonistic
   adversary n.

beneficiary  n. a person, organization, etc., that is helped by something
/ˌbɛnəˈfɪʃiˌɛri/  

premature  adj. happening too soon or earlier than usual
/ˌpriməˈtʊr/  

eopardi e  v. to put (something or someone) in danger
/ˈdʒɛpərˌdaɪz/  ...
  endanger

con ure  v. to create or imagine (something)
/ˈkʌndʒər/  
  imagine

persevere  v.  to continue doing something or trying to do something even though 
/ˌpɜrsəˈvɪr/	 it is difficult
  

enormous  adj. very great in size or amount
/iˈnɔrməs/  
  magnitude  
  adj. exceedingly wicked
  

inverse  adj. opposite in order, nature, or effect
/ɪnˈvɜrs/  

indiscriminate  adj. not marked by careful distinction
/ˌɪndɪˈskrɪmɪnɪt/   
  adj. heterogeneous or motley
  

defy  v. to refuse to obey
/diˈfaɪ/  ,
  disregard, flout
  defiant adj. 
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admonish  v. to criticize or warn gently but seriously 
/ædˈmɑnɪʃ/  
  scolding 
  v. to give friendly advice or encouragement
  

preclude  v. to prevent (someone) from doing something
/priˈklud/  
  prevent, rule out

fors ear  v.  to promise to give up (something) or to stop doing (something)
/fɔrˈswɛr/  

solidarity  n. unity (as of a group or class) that produces or is based on 
/ˌsɑləˈdærəti/	 community of interests, objectives, and standards
  
  camaraderie

conspicuous  adj. very easy to see or notice
/kənˈspɪkjuəs/  
  prominent, salient, obtrusive, marked 
  adj. attracting attention
  

disinformation  n. false information deliberately and often covertly spread
/ˌdɪsˌɪnfərˈmeɪʃən/  
  mendacity

preempt  v. to prevent (something) from happening
/priˈɛmpt/   
  v. to take the place of 
   
  supersede
  v. to acquire by preemption
  

recapitulate  v. to give a brief summary of something
/ˌrikəˈpɪtʃəˌleɪt/  

paraly e  v. to make (a person or animal) unable to move or feel all or part of the 
/ˈpærəˌlaɪz/ body
  ... 
  v. to make powerless or ineffective
  ...
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ine pressible  adj. too strong or great to be expressed or described
/ˌɪnɛksˈprɛsəbəl/  表

absorbing  adj. fully taking one's attention
/æbˈsɔrbɪŋ/  

plethora  n. a very large amount or number
/ˈplɛθərə/  
  glut, surfeit
   dearth, scarce

disregard  v. to ignore (something) or treat (something) as unimportant
/ˌdɪsrɪˈgɑrd/  
  contempt

turbulent  adj. causing unrest, violence, or disturbance
/ˈtɜrbjələnt/  

antagonistic  adj. showing dislike or opposition
/ænˌtægəˈnɪstɪk/  
  adversarial, inimical
   antagonize v. 

commonplace  n. something that happens or appears in many places and is not 
/ˈkɑmənˌpleɪs/ unusual
  

meager  adj. deficient in uality or uantity
/ˈmigər/  
  insufficient, paltry

tendentious  adj. strongly favoring a particular point of view in a way that may cause 
/tɛnˈdɛnʃəs/	 argument
  
  unbiased

prestige  n. the respect and admiration that someone or something gets for 
/prɛsˈtiʒ/	 being successful or important
  
  prestigious adj.

burlesque  v. to imitate in a humorous or derisive manner
/bərˈlɛsk/  

attain  v. to accomplish or achieve (something): to succeed in getting or doing 
/əˈteɪn/	 (something)
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upsurge  n. a rapid or sudden increase or rise
/ʌpˈsɜrdʒ/  

grouchy  adj. having a bad temper
/ˈgraʊtʃi/  

pliable  adj. too easily influenced or controlled by other people
/ˈplaɪəbəl/   
  adj. adjustable to varying conditions
  

reproach  v. to express disapproval or disappointment to (someone)
/rɪˈproʊtʃ/  

histrionic  adj. deliberately affected
/ˌhɪstriˈɑnɪk/  , 
  unaffected

abnegate  v. to deny or renounce
/ˈæbnəˌgeɪt/   
  v. to relinquish or surrender
  

provoke  v. to cause the occurrence of (a feeling or action)
/ prəˈvoʊk/  
  v. to incite to anger
  

avaricious  adj. excessively acquisitive especially in seeking to hoard riches
/ˌævəˈrɪʃəs/  
  rapacious
   avarice n. 

brag  v. to talk about yourself, your achievements, your family, etc., in a way 
/bræg/ that shows too much pride
  
  braggart n.

heed  v. to pay attention to (advice, a warning, etc.)
/hid/  
  heedful adj.  heedless adj. 

sagacious  adj. having or showing an ability to understand difficult ideas and 
/səˈgeɪʃəs/ situations and to make good decisions
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penalty  n. punishment for breaking a rule or law
/ˈpɛnəlti/  
  penalize v.

prefigure  v. to show or suggest (something that will happen or exist at a future 
/priˈfɪgjər/ time)
  
  anticipate

glorify  v. to represent as glorious
/ˈglɔrəˌfaɪ/  

animus  n. a strong feeling of dislike or hatred
/ˈænəməs/  
  hostility

ustification  n. an acceptable reason for doing something
/ˌdʒʌstəfɪˈkeɪʃən/  
  justify v. ...

pertain  v. to relate to
/pərˈteɪn/  ...
  irrelevant 
  v. to be appropriate to something
  

aggrieve  v. to give pain or trouble to :  distress
/əˈgriv/   
  v. to inflict injury on
  

dearth  n. the state or condition of not having enough of something
/dɜrθ/  
  paucity, vacuousness
   glut, plethora

calumny  n. an untrue statement that is made to damage someone's reputation
/ˈkæləmni/  
  defamatory

rampant  adj. profusely widespread
/ˈræmpənt/   
  adj. growing uickly and in a way that is difficult to control
  
  luxuriant
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vulnerable  adj. easily hurt or harmed physically, mentally, or emotionally
/ˈvʌlnərəbəl/  

pertinent  adj. having a clear decisive relevance to the matter in hand
/ˈpɜrtənənt/  
  relevant

distort  v. to twist out of the true meaning or proportion
/dɪˈstɔrt/   
  v. to twist out of a natural, normal, or original shape or condition
  

overe tend  v. to extend or expand beyond a safe or reasonable point; especially: 
/ˌoʊvərɛkˈstɛnd/ to commit (oneself) financially beyond what can be paid
  

precocious  adj. exhibiting mature qualities at an unusually early age 
/priˈkoʊʃəs/  
  maturity
   precocity n. 

repudiate  v. to refuse to accept or support
/rɪˈpjudiˌeɪt/  
  recant

quirky  adj. unusual especially in an interesting way
/kwɜrki/  
  unconventional

proponent  n. a person who argues for or supports something
/prəˈpoʊnənt/  
  defender, champion
   detractor

reiterate  v. to repeat something you have already said in order to emphasize
/riˈɪtəˌreɪt/  

conscientious  adj. very careful about doing what you are supposed to do : concerned 
/ˌkɑnʃiˈɛnʃəs/ with doing something correctly
   
  adj. thorough and assiduous
  

rapacious  adj. having or showing a strong or excessive desire to acquire money 
/rəˈpeɪʃəs/	 or possess things
  
  avaricious
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disquisition  n. a long speech or written report on a subject
/ˌdɪskwɪˈzɪʃən/  

foretell  v. to tell of or indicate beforehand
/fɔrˈtɛl/  

understate  v. to represent as less than is the case
/ˌʌndərˈsteɪt/   
  v. to state or present with restraint especially for effect
  表
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discredit  v. to refuse to accept as true or accurate
/dɪsˈkrɛdɪt/   
  v. to cause disbelief in the accuracy or authority of
   
  v. to deprive of good repute
  

underscore  v. to emphasize (something) or show the importance of (something)
/ˌʌndərˈskɔr/  

predetermine  v. to decide (something) before it happens or in advance
/ˌpridiˈtɜrmən/  

provisional  adj. serving for the time being
/prəˈvɪʒənəl/  

circumspect  adj. thinking carefully about possible risks before doing or saying 
/ˈsɜrkəmˌspɛkt/ something
  
  prudent, chary, cautious
   rash

ma estic  adj. large and impressively beautiful
/məˈdʒɛstɪk/  

estrange  v. to cause someone to be no longer friendly or close to another 
/ɛˈstreɪndʒ	/ person or group
  
  unlinked
   reconciliate

falsehood  n. an untrue statement
/ˈfɔlsˌhʊd/  

manipulate  v. to move or control (something) with your hands or by using a 
/məˈnɪpjuˌleɪt/ machine
  

pathological  adj. being such to a degree that is extreme, excessive, or markedly 
/ˌpæθəˈlɑdʒɪkəl/ abnormal
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  adj. indicative of disease
  

circuitous  adj. not being forthright or direct in language or action 
/sərˈkjuətəs/  
  indirect

propitious  adj. likely to have or produce good results
/proʊˈpɪʃəs/  
  auspicious

insightful  adj. having or showing a very clear understanding of something : 
/ɪnˈsaɪtfəl/ having or showing insight
  

nullify	  v. to cause (something) to lose its value or to have no effect
/ˈnʌləˌfaɪ/  ...
  disprove

facilitate  v. to make easier
/fəˈsɪləˌteɪt/  
  speed up
   hamper

appeal  v. to ask for something (such as help or support) in a serious way
/əˈpil/   
  v. to be pleasing or attractive to someone
  

appease  v. to make (someone) pleased or less angry by giving or saying 
/əˈpiz/ something desired
  
  placate

deleterious  adj. damaging or harmful
/ˌdɛləˈtɪriəs/  
  detrimental, devastating

ethereal  adj. lacking material substance :  immaterial, intangible
/iˈθɪriəl/   
  adj. of or relating to the regions beyond the earth
  

rehabilitate  v. to restore to a former capacity
/ˌrihəˈbɪləˌteɪt/  
  restore
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cluster  v. to come together to form a group
/ˈklʌstər/  

partisan  n. a firm adherent to a party, faction, cause, or person; especially   
/ˈpɑrtəzən/ one exhibiting blind, prejudiced, and unreasoning allegiance
  目

bypass  v. to go around or avoid (a place or area)
/ˈbaɪˌpæs/  
  circumvent, skirt

scrupulous  adj. very careful about doing something correctly
/ˈskrupjələs/   
  adj.  acting in strict regard for what is considered right or proper
  
  dishonest

monolithic  adj. constituting a massive undifferentiated and often rigid whole
/ˈmɑnəˌlɪθ/  

scathing  adj. very hash or severe
/ˈskeɪðɪŋ/  

block  v. to make unsuitable for passage or progress by obstruction
/blɑk/  

off-putting  adj. causing you to feel dislike of someone or something
/ˈɔfˌpʊtɪŋ/  

profligate  adj. carelessly and foolishly wasting money, materials
/ˈprɑflɪgɪt/  脚
  frugal

unctuous  adj. revealing or marked by a smug, ingratiating, and false earnestness 
/ˈʌŋktʃuəs/ or spirituality
  
  unctuousness n.  
  adj. rich in oil or fat
  

nimble  adj. able to move quickly, easily, and lightly
/ˈnɪmbəl/  
  dexterous; skillful; adroit 
  adj. able to learn and understand things quickly and easily
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shoddy  adj. poorly done or made
/ˈʃɑdi/  

heterogeneous  adj. made up of parts that are different
/ˌhɛtərˌəˈdʒiniəs/  
  disparate, dissimilar

verisimilitude  n. the quality of seeming real
/ˌvɛrəsɪˈmɪləˌtud/  
  realism

derivative  adj. unoriginal
/dəˈrɪvətɪv/  
  precursory

sycophantic  adj. fawning, obsequious
/ˈsɪkəfənt/  
  obsequious; adulator
   sycophant n. 

circumvent  v. to avoid being stopped by (something, such as a law or rule) 
/ˌsɜrkəmˈvɛnt/  
  bypass, skirt, sidestep

rigid  adj. not flexible
/ˈrɪdʒɪd/  
  dogmatic
   rigidity n.  
  adj. precise and accurate in procedure
   
  adj. not willing to change opinions or behavior
   

plaintive  adj. expressing suffering or sadness
/ˈpleɪntɪv/  
  elegiac

detestation  n. extreme hatred or dislike
/ˌditɛsˈteɪʃən/  
  detest v. 

susceptible  adj. easily affected, influenced, or harmed by something
/səˈsɛptəbəl/  

tautology  n. a statement in which you repeat a word, idea, etc., in a way that is 
/tɔˈtɑlədʒi/ not necessary
  

List 6-10.indd   94 2016/9/30   8:44:08



95

Word List 10

leaven  v. to make (something) less serious and often more exciting
/ˈlɛvən/  ... ...

convulsion  n. a sudden change or disturbance that affects a country, organization, 
/kənˈvʌlʃən/ etc.
  

e orbitant  adj. going far beyond what is fair, reasonable, or expected
/ɛgˈzorbɪtənt/  

corollary  n. something that naturally follows or results from another thing
/ˈkɔrəˌlɛri/  

perforce	  adv. used to say that something is necessary or must be done
/pərˈfɔrs/  

proselyti e  v. to try to persuade people to join a religion, cause, or group
/ˈprɑsəlɪˌtaɪz/  

fetishi e  v. to make a fetish of :  treat or regard with fetishism
/ˈfɛtɪʃˌaɪz/  

omnivorous  adj. eating both plants and animals
/ɑmˈnɪvərəs/   
  adj. eager to learn about many different things
  

urbane  adj. polite and confident
/ɜrˈbeɪn/  

idiosyncrasy  n. an unusual way in which a particular person behaves or thinks
/ˌɪdioʊˈsɪŋkrəsi/  
  distinct, atypical
   idiosyncratic adj. 

forthcoming	  adj. honest and open
/ˈfɔrθˌkʌmɪŋ/   
  adj. appearing, happening, or arriving soon
  

pecuniary  adj. relating to or in the form of money
/pɪˈkjuniˌɛri/  
  economic

pathos  n. an emotion of sympathetic pity
/ˈpeɪˌθɑs  
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cosmopolitan  adj. having worldwide rather than limited or provincial scope or bearing
/ˌkɑzməˈpɑlətən/  
  insular 
  adj. composed of persons, constituents, or elements from all or many 
 parts of the world
   
  adj. found in most parts of the world and under varied ecological 
 conditions
  

panoply  n. a group or collection that is impressive because it is so big or 
/ˈpænəpli/	 because it includes so many different kinds of people or things
  

arboreal  adj. of or relating to trees
/ɑrˈbɔriəl/   
  adj. living in or often found in trees
  

nostalgia  n. the state of being homesick
/nɑˈstældʒə/   
  n. a wistful or excessively sentimental yearning for return to or of some 
 past period or irrecoverable condition
  

peremptory  adj. admitting of no contradiction
/pərˈɛmptəri/   
  adj. characterized by often imperious or arrogant self-assurance 
  

avian  adj. of or relating to birds
/ˈeɪviən/  

ramshackle  adj. appearing ready to collapse
/ˈræmˌʃækəl/   
  adj. not carefully made or put together
  

quiver  v. to shake because of fear, cold, nervousness, etc.
/ˈkwɪvər/  

rancor  n. an angry feeling of hatred or dislike for someone who has treated 
/ˈræŋkər/ you unfairly
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de y-eyed  adj. innocent
/ˈduˌaɪd/  

epitome  n. a perfect example
/iˈpɪtəˌmi/  

fissure  n. a narrow opening or crack
/ˈfɪʃər/   
  n. a separation or disagreement in thought or viewpoint 
  

parley  v. to discuss terms with an enemy
/ˈpɑrli/  

immolate  v. to kill or destroy (someone or something) by fire
/ˈɪməˌleɪt/  

lassitude  n. lack of physical or mental energy
/ˈlæsɪˌtud/  
  vigor

pompous  adj. excessively elevated or ornate 
/ˈpɑmpəs/   
  adj. having or exhibiting self-importance
  

overreach  v. to defeat (oneself) by seeking to do or gain too much
/ˌoʊvərˈritʃ/   
  v. to try to do something that is beyond your ability to do
  

demarcate  v. to set apart
/diˈmɑrkeɪt/  

evince  v. to display clearly
/iˈvɪns/  
  conceal

veer  v. to change direction or course 
/vɪr/  

resilient  adj. able to become strong, healthy, or successful again after 
/rɪˈzɪljənt/ something bad happens
  
  lack of elasticity 
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  adj. able to return to an original shape after being pulled, stretched, 
 pressed, bent, etc.
  

revolt  v. to fight in a violent way against the rule of a leader or government
/rɪˈvoʊlt/   
  v. to cause (someone) to feel disgust or shock
  

devolve  v. to gradually go from an advanced state to a less advanced state
/dɪˈvɑlv/   
  v. to pass on from one person or entity to another
  

adulation  n. excessive or slavish admiration or flattery
/ˈædʒuˌleɪt/  
  sycophant

demolish  v. to forcefully tear down or take apart (a structure)
/dɪˈmɑlɪʃ/   
  v. to damage (something) so that it cannot be repaired
  

timely  adv. in time
/ˈtaɪmli/  
  opportune

snapshot  n. a quick view or a small amount of information that tells you a little 
/ˈsnæpˌʃɑt/ about what someone or something is like
   
  n. an informal photograph that is taken quickly
  

obsequious  adj. too eager to help or obey someone important
/əbˈsikwiəs/   
  sycophantic

gut  n. courage or pluck 
/gʌt/   
  v. to destroy the inside of (a structure)
  

hierarchy  n. the classification of a group of people according to ability or to 
/ˈhaɪərˌɑrki/ economic, social, or professional standing or the group so classified
  
  hierarchical adj. 
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  n. a body of persons in authority
  

terse  adj. brief and direct in a way that may seem rude or unfriendly
/tɜrs/  
  curt, taciturn, laconic

abate  v. to become weaker
/əˈbeɪt/  
  mitigate
   augment
  unabated adj. 

fluster  v. to make (someone) nervous and confused
/ˈflʌstər/  ...
  calm

flatter  v. to praise (someone) in a way that is not sincere
/ˈflætər/  

accentuate  v. to make (something) more noticeable
/ækˈsɛntʃuˌeɪt/  
  highlight

augment  v. to increase the size or amount of (something)
/ɔgˈmɛnt/  
  extend, enhance 
   v. to supplement
   

certitude  n. freedom from doubt
/ˈsɜrtəˌtud/  

cachet  n. an indication of approval carrying great prestige
/kæˈʃeɪ/  

sound  adj. in good condition
/saʊnd/   
  adj. showing good judgement
  

contrite  adj. feeling or showing regret for bad behavior
/kənˈtraɪt/  
  penitent 
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unanimous  adj. having the same opinion
/juˈnænəməs/  

neologism  n. a new word or expression or a new meaning of a word
/niˈɑləˌdʒɪzəm/  
  archaism

aristocracy  n. government by the best individuals or by a small privileged class
/ˌærɪˈstɑkrəsi/  
  menial
   aristocratic adj. 

inimical  adj. likely to cause damage or have a bad effect
/ɪˈnɪmɪkəl/  
  antagonistic

hallo 	  v. to respect greatly:  venerate
/ˈhæloʊ/  
  respect
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annals  n. historical records
/ˈænəlz/  

execrate  v. to dislike and criticize (someone or something) very strongly
/ˈɛksɪˌkreɪt/  

unexampled  adj. without precedent
/ˌʌnɛgˈzæmpəld/  
  novel

tug  v. to pull something with a quick, forceful movement
/tʌg/   
  n. a struggle between two people or opposite forces
  

claustrophobic  adj. having a fear of being in closed or small spaces
/klɔːstrə'fəʊbɪk/  

atavism  n. the return of a trait or recurrence of previous behavior after a period 
/ˈætəˌvɪzəm/ of absence
   
  n. the reappearance of a characteristic in an organism after several 
 generations of absence, usually caused by the chance recombination of 
 genes
  

prepossessing  adj. appealing or attractive
/ˌpripəˈzɛsɪŋ/  

perfidious  adj. not able to be trusted 
/pərˈfɪdiəs/  
  loyal
   perfidy n. 

jubilation  n. great happiness or joy
/ˌdʒubəˈleɪʃən/  

peregrination  n. a voyage, especially an extensive one
  ,
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retribution  n. punishment for doing something wrong
/ˌrɛtrəˈbjuʃən/  

charlatan  n. a person who falsely pretends to know or be something in order to 
/ˈʃɑrlətən/ deceive people
  

malinger  v. to feign illness or other incapacity in order to avoid duty or work
/məˈlɪŋgər/  

halcyon  adj. very happy and successful
/ˈhælsiən/  
  miserable

predominant  adj. more important, powerful, successful, or noticeable than other 
/priˈdɑmənənt/ people or things
  

evocative  adj. bringing thoughts, memories, or feelings into the mind
/iˈvɑkətɪv/  

nonchalant  adj. relaxed and calm in a way that shows that you do not care or are 
/ˌnɑnʃəˈlɑnt/ not worried about anything
  

ennoble  v.  to make (someone or something) better or more worthy of 
/ɛˈnoʊbəl/ admiration
  
  abase

eradicate  v. to remove (something) completely
/iˈrædɪˌkeɪt/  

prodigal  adj. characterized by profuse or wasteful expenditure
/ˈprɑdɪgəl/  
  penurious
   prodigality n.  
  adj. yielding abundantly
  ,

disengage  v. to release from something that engages or involves
/ˌdɪsɪnˈgeɪdʒ/  

rebound  v. to recover from setback or frustration
/rɪˈbaʊnd/   
  v. to bounce back off something after hitting it
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adhere  v. to stick to something
/ædˈhɪr/  附 ,
  detach

unilateral  adj. involving only one group or country
/ˌjunəˈlætərəl/  

equable  adj. tending to remain calm
/ˈɛkwəbəl/   
  adj. free from sudden or harsh changes
  

instantiate  v. to represent (an abstraction) by a concrete instance
/ɪnˈstænʃiˌeɪt/  

diverse  adj. different from each other
/dəˈvɜrs/  
  varied, divergent

protean  adj.  displaying great diversity or variety
/ˈproʊtiən/  
  versatile

pillory  v. to publicly criticize (someone) in a very harsh way
/ˈpɪləri/  
  exalt

exuberant   adj.  extreme or excessive in degree, size, or extent
/ɛgˈzubərənt/   
  adj. filled with energy and enthusiasm
  

plunder  v. to steal things from (a place, such as a city or town) especially by 
/ˈplʌndər/ force
  

ennui  n. a lack of spirit, enthusiasm, or interest
/ˈɑnˌwi/  

conceive  v. to think of or create (something) in the mind
/kənˈsiv/  
  imaginable 
  v. to become pregnant
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devoid  adj. being without
/dɪˈvɔɪd/  

sophisticated  adj. having or showing a lot of experience and knowledge about the 
/səˈfɪstəˌkeɪtɪd/ world and about culture, art, literature, etc.
   
  adj. highly developed and complex
  

conclusive  adj. putting an end to debate or question especially by reason of 
/kənˈklusɪv/ irrefutability
  

enlighten  v. to give knowledge or understanding to (someone)
/ɛnˈlaɪtən/  

methodology  n. a set of methods, rules, or ideas that are important in a science or 
/ˈmɛθəˈdɑlədʒi/ art : a particular procedure or set of procedures
  

tectonic  adj. relating to construction or building.
/tɛkˈtɑnɪk/   
  adj. of or relating to changes in the structure of the Earth's surface
   
  adj. having a strong and widespread impact 
  

monogamy  n. the state or practice of being married to only one person at a time
/məˈnɑgəmi/  

pathogen  n. a specific causative agent (as a bacterium or virus) of disease
/ˈpæθədʒən/  

depict  v. to describe (someone or something) using words, a story
/diˈpɪkt/  

dismissive  adj. serving to dismiss
/dɪsˈmɪsɪv/  , 
  dismiss v.  
  adj. showing indifference or disregard
  
  ignore

invertebrate  adj. lacking in strength or vitality 
/ɪnˈvɜrtəbrɪt/  
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discrepancy  n. a difference especially between things that should be the same
/dɪˈskrɛpənsi/  
  incongruity

demographic  adj. of or relating to the study of changes that occur in large groups of 
/dɪˈmɑgrə / people over a period of time : of or relating to demography
  

forage  v. to search for something (such as food or supplies)
/ˈfɔrɪdʒ/  

synchronous  adj. happening, moving, or existing at the same time
/ˈsɪŋkrənəs/  

hagiography  n. a book about someone's life that makes it seem better than it really 
/ˌhægiˈɑgrə / is or was
  (
  hagiographic adj.

monochromatic  adj. lacking variety, creativity, or excitement 
/ˌmɑnəkroʊˈmætɪk/  

employ  v. to make use of 
/ɛmˈplɔɪ/   
  v. to give a job to
  

indigenous  adj. produced, living, or existing naturally in a particular region or 
/ɪnˈdɪdʒənəs/ environment
   
  adj. innate or inborn
  
  acquired

insurrection  n. a usually violent attempt to take control of a government
/ˌɪnsəˈrɛkʃən/  

ideology  n. the set of ideas and beliefs of a group or political party
/ˌaɪdiˈɑlədʒi/  

segregate  v. to separate groups of people because of their particular race, 
/ˈsɛgrəˌgeɪt/ religion
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  v. to not allow people of different races to be together in (a place, such 
 as a school)
  

propound  v. to offer for discussion or consideration
/prəˈpaʊnd/  

adulterate  v. to make (something, such as a food or drink) impure or weaker by 
/əˈdʌltərˌeɪt/ adding something of poor quality
  

expository  adj. used to describe writing that is done to explain something
/ɛkˈspɑzəˌtɔri/  

anemia  n. lack of vitality
/əˈnimiə/  

excavate  v. to uncover (something) by digging away and removing the earth that 
/ˈɛkskəˌveɪt/ covers it
  

acerbic  adj. expressing harsh or sharp criticism in a clever way
/əˈsɜrbɪk/  语
  mordant, caustic
   sweet

resurgence  n. a growth or increase that occurs after a period without growth or 
 increase
  

colloquial  adj. using conversational style
/kəˈloʊkwiəl/  

interjection  n. the act of uttering exclamations
/ˌɪntərˈdʒɛkʃən/  

hoodwink  v. to deceive or trick (someone)
/ˈhʊdˌwɪŋk/  

analogous  adj. similar in some way
/əˈnæləgəs/  
  comparable

latent  adj. present but not visible or active
/ˈleɪtənt/  

boycott  v. to refuse to buy, use, or participate in (something) as a way of 
/ˈbɔɪˌkɑt/ protesting
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  patronize

sentimental  adj.  resulting from feeling rather than reason or thought
/ˌsɛntəˈmɛntəl	/   
  adj. marked or governed by feeling, sensibility, or emotional idealism
  

castigate  v. to criticize (someone) harshly
/ˈkæstɪˌgeɪt/  
  chastise

preeminent  adj. better than others
/priˈɛmənənt/  

terminology  n. the special words or phrases that are used in a particular field
/ˌtɜrməˈnɑlədʒi/  语

domesticate  v. to breed or train (an animal) to need and accept the care of human 
/doʊˈmɛstɪˌkeɪt/ beings : to tame (an animal)
  

pedagogical  adj. of or relating to teachers or education
/ˌpɛdəˈɡɑdʒɪkl/  

skew  v. to change (something) so that it is not true or accurate
/skju/  
  askew adj. 

static  adj. showing little or no change, action, or progress
/ˈstætɪk/  
  invariable

discrete  adj. separate and different from each other
/dɪˈskrit/  , 
  continuous

corrode  v. to weaken or destroy gradually
/kəˈroʊd/   
  v. to slowly break apart and destroy (metal, an object, etc.) through a 
 chemical process
  

protagonist  n. an important person who is involved in a competition, conflict, or 
/proʊˈtægənɪst/ cause
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  n. a supporter or champion
  

forerunner  n. someone or something that comes before another
/ˈfɔrˌrʌnər/  
  precursor 
  n. a sign of something that is going to happen
  

clutch  v.  to hold onto (someone or something) tightly with your hand
/klʌtʃ/  

straggle  v.  to wander from the direct course or way
/ˈstrægəl/   
  v. to move away or spread out from others in a disorganized way
  

rhetorical  adj. of, relating to, or concerned with the art of speaking or writing 
/rɪˈtɔrɪkəl/ formally and effectively especially as a way to persuade or influence 
 people
  

equilibrium  n. a state in which opposing forces or actions are balanced so that one 
/ˌikwɪˈlɪbriəm/ is not stronger or greater than the other
  

quintessential  adj. of, relating to, or having the nature of a quintessence; being the 
/ˌkwɪntɪ'sɛnʃəl/ most typical
  

regimen  n. governmental rule or control
/ˈrɛdʒəmən/  

objective  adj. dealing with facts without allowing personal feelings to confuse 
 /əbˈdʒɛktɪv/	 them
  
  fair

postulate  v. to suggest (something, such as an idea or theory) especially in order 
/ˈpɑstʃəˌleɪt/ to start a discussion
  
  deny as false

onset  n. the beginning of something
/ˈɑnˌsɛt/  
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impinge  v. to strike or dash especially with a sharp collision
/ɪmˈpɪndʒ/   
  v. to have an effect or make an impression
   
  v. encroach or infringe
  

thrive  v. to grow or develop successful
/θraɪv/  

milieu  n. the physical or social setting in which something occurs or develops
/milˈjɜ/  

paradoxical  adj. not being the normal or usual kind
/ˌpærəˈdɑksɪkəl/   
  adj. of the nature of a paradox
  

iterate  v. to say or state again
/ˈɪtərˌeɪt/  

prophetic  adj. correctly stating what will happen in the future
/prəˈfɛtɪk/  
  prescient

delineate  v. to mark the outline of
/dɪˈlɪniˌeɪt/   
  v. to clearly describe
  

condone  v. to forgive or approve (something that is considered wrong) 
/kənˈdoʊn/  

acumen  n. keenness and depth of perception, discernment, or discrimination 
/əˈkjumən/ especially in practical matters
  

agonize  v. to think or worry very much about something
/ˈægəˌnaɪz/  ...

revere  v.  to have great respect for (someone or something)
/rɪˈvɪr/  
  profane
   irreverent adj.
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reckless  adj. not showing proper concern about the possible bad results of your 
/ˈrɛklɪs/ actions
  

unsparing  adj. not merciful or forbearing
/ʌnˈspɛrɪŋ/   
  adj. not frugal
  

belligerent  adj. angry and aggressive
/bəˈlɪdʒərənt/  
  pugnacious

taciturn  adj. tending to be quiet
/ˈtæsəˌtɜrn/  
  terse, curt, laconic
   taciturnity n. 

penitential  adj. relating to the feeling of being sorry for doing something wrong
/ˌpɛnɪˈtɛnʃəl/  
  contrite

frivolous	  adj. of little weight or importance
/ˈfrɪvələs/  
  frivolity n.  
  adj. silly and not serious
  

plead  v. to argue a case or cause in a court of law
/plid/  

orthodox  adj. accepted as true or correct by most people
/ˈɔrθəˌdɑks/   
  adj. accepting and closely following the traditional beliefs and customs 
 of a religion
  

allege  v. to assert without proof or before proving
/əˈlɛdʒ/  
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reconcile  v. to cause people or groups to become friendly again after an 
/ˈrɛkənˌsaɪl/	 argument or disagreement
  

improvise  v. to speak or perform without preparation
/ˈɪmprəˌvaɪz/  表

eliminate  v. to get rid of
/iˈlɪməˌneɪt/  
  put to rest

disquiet  v. to take away the peace or tranquility of
/dɪsˈkwaɪət/  ...

predicament  n. a difficult or unpleasant situation
/priˈdɪkəmənt/  

fester  v. to become worse as time passes
/ˈfɛstər/  
  heal

accord  n. agreement; harmony
/əˈkɔrd/  

ascertain  v. to learn or find out (something, such as information or the truth)
/ˌæsərˈteɪn/  

counterproductive  adj. tending to hinder the attainment of a desired goal
/ˈkaʊntərprəˌdʌktɪv/  

misnomer  n. a name that is wrong or not proper or appropriate
/mɪsˈnoʊmər/  

precarious  adj. characterized by a lack of security or stability that threatens with 
/prɪˈkɛriəs/ danger
  
  perilous
   safe

unrelenting  adj. not softening or yielding in determination
/ˌʌnrɪˈlɛntɪŋ/   
  adj. not letting up or weakening in vigor or pace 
  
  persistent
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soporific  adj. causing a person to become tired and ready to fall asleep
/ˌsɑpəˈrɪfɪk/  
  invigorating, stimulant

disseminate  v. to cause (something, such as information) to go to many people
/dɪˈsɛməˌneɪt/  
  transmit
   garner

lure  v. to cause or persuade (a person or an animal) to go somewhere or to 
/lʊr/ do something by offering some pleasure or gain
  
  repel

banish  v. to send away
/ˈbænɪʃ/  
  expel, oust

degrade  v. to treat (someone or something) poorly and without respect
/diˈgreɪd/   
  v. to make the quality of (something) worse
  

skittish  adj. tending to change often; not dependable or stable
/ˈskɪtɪʃ/   
  adj. easily frightened or excited
  
  restive, fractious

tranquil  adj. free from commotion or disturbance
/ˈtræŋkwəl/  
  commotion, ferment 
  adj. free from anxiety, tension, or restlessness
  

seemly  adj. good-looking and handsome
/ˈsimli/   
  adj. conventionally proper
  

unkempt  adj. not neat or orderly
/ʌnˈkɛmpt/  

decorous  adj. correct and polite in a particular situation
/ˈdɛkərəs/  
  decorum n. 
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tawdry  adj. cheap and gaudy in appearance or quality
/ˈtɔdri/   
  adj. morally low or bad
  

décor  n. the way that a room or the inside of a building is decorated
/deɪˈkɔr/  

lush  adj. lavishly productive
/lʌʃ/   
  adj. opulent or sumptuous
  

acidic  adj. having a very sour or sharp taste
/əˈsɪdɪk/  

coarse  adj. having a rough quality
/kɔrs/   
  adj. rude or offensive
  

impoverished  adj. represented by few species or individuals
/ɪmˈpɑvərɪʃ/  

threshold  n. the point or level at which something begins or changes
/ˈθrɛʃˌoʊld/  

disparage  v. to describe (someone or something) as unimportant, weak, bad, etc.
/dɪˈspærɪdʒ/  
  slight

invalidate  v. to weaken or destroy the effect of (something)
/ɪnˈvæləˌdeɪt/  ...

hackneyed  adj. not interesting, funny, etc., because of being used too often
/ˈhækˌnid/  
  original, fresh

ruminate  v. to think carefully and deeply about something
/ˈruməˌneɪt/  

meander  v. to move or cause to move in a sinuous, spiral, or circular course
/miˈændər/  目
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bucolic  adj. of or relating to the country or country life
/bjuˈkɑlɪk/  
  pastoral

pastoral  adj. of or relating to the countryside or to the lives of people who live in 
/ˈpæstərəl/ the country
  
  bucolic

hard-nosed  adj. being tough, stubborn, or uncompromising
/ˈhɑrdˌnoʊzd/   
  adj. not influenced by emotions 
  

petty  adj. not very important or serious
/ˈpɛti/  

opportunistic  adj. taking advantage of opportunities as they arise
/ˌɑpərtuˈnɪstɪk/  

menace   v. to threaten harm to (someone or something)
/ˈmɛnəs/  

painstaking  adj. diligent care and effort
/ˈpeɪnzˌteɪkɪŋ/  
  meticulous

humanitarian  adj. relating to or characteristic of people who work to improve the 
/hjuˌmænəˈtɛriən/ lives and living conditions of other people
  

predispose  v. to make susceptible
/ˌpridɪsˈpoʊz/  .... 
  v. to dispose in advance
  ...

eminent  adj. successful, well-known and respected
/ˈɛmənənt/  

declamatory  adj. expressing feelings or opinions in a way that is loud and forceful
/diˈklæməˌtɔri/  

ascetic  adj. relating to or having a strict and simple way of living that avoids 
/əˈsɛtɪk/ physical pleasure
  
  libertine
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safeguard  v. to make (someone or something) safe or secure
/seɪfˌgɑrd/  
  preserving

sinister  adj. having an evil appearance
/ˈsɪnɪstər/   
  adj. presaging ill fortune or trouble
  

convincing  adj. causing someone to believe that something is true or certain
/kənˈvɪnsɪŋ/  

peak  n. the highest level or greatest degree
/pik/  

unrivaled  adj. better than anyone or anything else
/ʌnˈraɪvəld/  
  rival n.

pivotal  adj. very important
/ˈpɪvətəl/  

recondite  adj. difficult or impossible for one of ordinary understanding or 
/ˈrɛkənˌdaɪt/ knowledge to comprehend
  
  esoteric, arcane, abstruse
   widely understood

morbid  adj. not healthy or normal
/ˈmɔrbɪd/   
  adj. relating to unpleasant subjects
  

staple  adj. used, needed, our enjoyed constantly by many people
/ˈsteɪpəl/   
  adj. principal, chief
  

herald  n. a sign that something will happen
/ˈhɛrəld/   
  v.  to be a sign of
  
  harbinger
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cure-all  n. a cure or solution for any illness or problem
/ˈkjʊrˌɔl/  
  panacea, nostrum

ruthless  adj. having no pity
/ˈruˈθlɪs/  

scorn  v. to show disdain or derision
/skɔrn/  

acquisitive  adj. having a strong desire to own or acquire more things
/əˈkwɪzətɪv/  

clangorous  adj. having a loud resonant metallic sound
/'klæŋərəs/  

rejuvenate  adj. to give new strength or energy to
/rɪˈdʒuvəˌneɪt/  ...

obsess  v. to think and talk about someone or something too much
/əbˈsɛs/  

canonical  adj. of or relating to the group of books, plays, poems, etc., that are 
/kəˈnɑnɪkəl/ traditionally considered to be very important
  
  canonize v.

undo  v. to stop the effect of
/ʌnˈdu/  

obsolete  adj. no longer used because something newer exists 
/ˌɑbsəˈlit/  
  outmoded, fusty

quotidian  adj. ordinary or very common
/kwoʊˈtɪdiən/  
  workday
   extraordinary, unusual 
  adj. occurring every day
  

pathetic  adj. causing feelings of sadness and sympathy
/pəˈθɛtɪk/   
  adj. pitifully inferior or inadequate
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bathetic  adj. marked by exceptional commonplaceness
/bəˈθɛtɪk/  

veracious  adj. marked by truth
/vəˈreɪʃəs/  
  truth
   veracity n. 

voracious  adj. excessively eager
/vɔˈreɪʃəs/   
  adj. having a huge appetite
  
  prodigious

exploit  v.  to make productive use of
/ˈɛksˌplɔɪt/   
  v. to make use of meanly or unfairly for one's own advantage
   
  n. An act or deed, especially a brilliant or heroic one
  

retrofit  v. to provide (something) with new parts that were not available when 
/ˈrɛtrəˌfɪt/ it was originally built
  

witty  adj. funny and clever
/ˈwɪti/  

provocative  adj. causing discussion, thought, argument, etc.
/prəˈvɑkətɪv/  
  inflammatory, controversial 
  adj. causing excitement
  

impecunious  adj. having little or no money
/ˌɪmpɪˈkjuniəs/  
  indigent
   wealthy

assiduous  adj. showing great care, attention, and effort
/əˈsɪdʒuəs/  

tacit  adj. expressed or understood without being directly stated
/ˈtæsɪt/  
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transgress  v. to disobey a command or law
/trænsˈgrɛs/  

abstruse  adj. difficult to comprehend
/æbˈstrus/  
  esoteric, arcane, recondite

embed  v. to place or set (something) firmly in something else or to make 
/ɛmˈbɛd/ something
  
  excise

render  v. to cause (someone or something) to be in a specified condition
/ˈrɛndər/  ...

alter  v. to change (something)
/ˈɔltər/  

penchant  n. a strong liking for something or a strong tendency to behave in a 
/ˈpɛntʃənt/ certain way
  
  dislike

tailor  v. to make or change (something) so that it meets a special need or 
/ˈteɪlər/ purpose
   
  n. 

  

homogeneous  adj. made up of the same kind of people or things
/ˌhoʊmoʊˈdʒiniəs/  
  uniform, unvaried, resemblance
   disparate

immense  adj. very great in size or amount
/ɪˈmɛns/  
  colossal

kindred  adj. closely related or similar
/ˈkɪndrɪd/  
  affiliated

affiliate  v. to closely connect (something or yourself) with or to something (such 
/əˈfɪliˌeɪt/ as a program or organization) as a member or partner
  附
  kindred
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run-of-the-mill  adj. average or ordinary
/ˈrʌnəvðəˈmɪl/  

refuge  n. a place that provides shelter or protection
/ˈrɛfjudʒ/  

oratorical  adj. of or relating to the skill or activity of giving speeches
/ˌɔrəˈtɔrɪkəl/  
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incense  v. to arouse the extreme anger or indignation of
/ɪnˈsɛns/  

mortify  v. to cause (someone) to feel very embarrassed and foolish
/ˈmɔrtəˌfaɪ/  ...

heterodox  adj. not agreeing with established beliefs or standards
/ˈhɛtəroʊˌdɑks/  
  iconoclastic

doctrinaire  adj. used to describe a person who has very strong beliefs about what 
/ˌdɑktrɪˈnɛr/ should be done and will not change them or accept other people's 
 opinions
   
  n. one who attempts to put into effect an abstract doctrine or theory 
 with little or no regard for practical difficulties
  

sporadic  adj. occurring occasionally or irregularly
/spəˈrædɪk/  

dictate  v. to control or command
/ˈdɪkˌteɪt/  

buoyant  adj. happy and confident
/ˈbɔɪənt/   
  adj. able to float or able to cause things to float
  

premonitory  adj. giving warning
/ˌprɛməˈnɪʃən/  

abreast  adj. up to a particular standard or level especially of knowledge of 
/əˈbrɛst/ recent developments
  

obstinate  adj. refusing to change your behavior or your ideas
/ˈɑbstənət/  
  tractable

redeem  v. to atone for
/rɪˈdim/   

List 11-15.indd   120 2016/9/30   8:45:00



121

Word List 1

  v. to buy back
  

debacle  n. a great disaster
/dɪˈbɑkəl/  
  success 
  n. a complete failure
  
  fiasco

omit  
/oʊˈmɪt/  include
  omission n. 

boon  n. a benefit or advantage
/bun/  , 
  benefit

hidebound  adj. not willing to accept new or different ideas
/ˈhaɪdˌbaʊnd/  

sullen  adj. gloomily or resentfully silent or repressed
/ˈsʌlən/  
  surly 
  adj. gray and dark
  

prudent  adj. marked by circumspection
/ˈprudənt/  
  circumspect
   foolhardy
  imprudent adj. 
  adj. provident or frugal
  
  provident 
  adj. marked by wisdom or judiciousness
  

juxtapose  v. to place two or more things side by side
/ˈdʒʌkstəˌpoʊz/  

noxious  adj. harmful to living things
/ˈnɑkʃəs/  

obnoxious  adj. odiously or disgustingly objectionable
/əbˈnɑkʃəs/  
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laborious  adj. requiring a lot of time and effort
/ləˈbɔriəs/   
  adj. devoted to labor
  

rhapsody  n. a written or spoken expression of great enthusiasm, praise, etc.
/ˈræpsədi/  

stanch  v. to stop or check in its course
/stɑntʃ/   
  v. to stop blood from flowing
  

divert  v. to distract
/dəˈvɜrt/   
  v. to give pleasure to especially by distracting the attention from what 
 burdens or distresses
  
  diverting adj.

bungle  v. to not do (something) well or successfully
/ˈbʌŋgəl/  

pendulum  n. something (as a state of affairs) that alternates between opposites
/ˈpɛndjuləm/  

fi ate  v. to give all of your attention to something
/ˈfɪkˌseɪt/  

aghast  adj. shocked and upset
/əˈgæst/  

obdurate  adj. stubbornly persistent in wrongdoing
/ˈɑbdʊrɪt/  
  intransigence
   flexible, complaisant

foresight  n. the ability to see what will or might happen in the future
/ˈfɔrˌsaɪt/  

glamorous  adj. very exciting and attractive
/ˈglæmərəs/  

relegate  v. to assign to a place of insignificance or of oblivion
/ˈrɛləˌgeɪt/  
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apostle  n. an ardent supporter
/əˈpɑsəl/  

foreground  v. to make (something) more important
/ˈfɔrˌgraʊnd/  

pious  adj. deeply religious
/ˈpaɪəs/   
  adj. marked by sham or hypocrisy
  

self-righteous  adj. convinced of one's own righteousness especially in contrast with 
/ˈsɛlfˈraɪtʃəs/ the actions and beliefs of others 
  

brandish  v. to exhibit in an ostentatious or aggressive manner
/ˈbrændɪʃ/  
  boast 
  v. to shake or wave (as a weapon) menacingly
  

erroneous  adj. not correct
/ɛˈroʊniəs/  

feasible  adj. possible to do
/ˈ zəbəl/  

schism   n. division or separation
/ˈsɪzəm/  
  factiousness

notorious  adj. well-known or famous especially for something bad
/noʊˈtɔriəs/  
  notoriety n. 

providential  adj. happening at a good time because of luck
/ˌprɑvəˈdɛnʃəl/  

tumultuous  adj. involving a lot of violence, confusion, or disorder
/tuˈmʌltʃuəs/  

panache  n. dash or flamboyance in style and action
/pəˈnæʃ/  

gawky  adj. awkward and clumsy
/ˈgɔki/  
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virulent  adj. extremely dangerous and deadly and usually spreading very 
/ˈvɪrjulənt/ quickly
   
  adj. full of malice
  

malignant  adj. tending to produce death or deterioration
/məˈlɪgnənt/   
  adj. passionately and relentlessly malevolent 
  

benign  adj. not causing harm or damage
/bɪˈnaɪn/   
  adj. showing kindness and gentleness
  

abridge  v. to shorten by leaving out some parts
/əˈbrɪdʒ/  短
  synoptic

lurid  adj. causing shock or disgust
/ˈlʊrɪd/  
  sensational

copious  adj. very large in amount or number
/ˈkoʊpiəs/  

negligent  adj. failing to take proper or normal care of something or someone
/ˈnɛglədʒənt/  
  lax

sartorial  adj. of or relating to a tailor or tailored clothes
/sɑrˈtɔriəl/  

supersede  v. to take the place of (someone or something that is old, no longer 
/ˌsupərˈsid/ useful, etc.) 
  
  preempt

thrill  v. to cause (someone) to feel very excited or happy
/θrɪl/  ...

approbate  v. to approve or sanction
/ˈæprəˌbeɪt/  
  condemn
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relinquish  v. to give up (something)
/rɪˈlɪŋkwɪʃ/  
  cede, abandon

replenish  v. to fill or build up again
/rɪˈplɛnɪʃ/  

curtail  v. to reduce or limit (something)
/kərˈteɪl/  

fabricate  v. to make up for the purpose of deception
/ˈfæbrɪˌkeɪt/  
  forge 
  v. to construct or manufacture
  

manacle  v. to restrain from movement, progress, or action
/ˈmænəkəl/  

rein  v. to control or direct with or as if with reins
/reɪn/   
  v. to check or stop by or as if by a pull at the reins
   
  n.

  

bridle  v. to restrain, check, or control with or as if with a bridle
/ˈbraɪdəl/  
  inhibit
   unbridled adj.  
  n. 

  

grant  v. to admit (something) although it does not agree with or support your 
/grænt/ opinion
   
  v. to bestow or transfer formally
   
  v. to agree to do, give, or allow (something asked for or hoped for)
  

digress  v. to speak or write about something that is different from the main 
/dɪˈgrɛs/ subject being discussed
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entrench  v. to establish firmly or solidly
/ɛnˈtrɛntʃ/  
  entrenched adj.

prowess  n. great ability or skill
/ˈpraʊɪs/  

secular  adj. of or relating to the physical world and not the spiritual world
/ˈsɛkjələr/   
  adj. not religious
  

ecstatic  adj. very happy or excited
/ɛkˈstætɪk/  
  euphoric

euphoria  n. a feeling of great happiness and excitement
/juˈfɔriə/  
  ecstasy
   euphoric adj.

disgruntle  v. to make ill-humored or discontented 
/dɪsˈgrʌntəl/  ...
  crestfallen

gracious  adj. very polite in a way that shows respect
/ˈgreɪʃəs/   
  adj. graceful
  

humdrum  adj. not interesting or dull
/ˈhʌmˌdrʌm/  
  dull

polarize  v. to break up into opposing factions or groupings
/ˈpoʊləˌraɪz/  ...

hand-wringing  n. an overwrought expression of concern or guilt
/ˈhændˌrɪŋɪŋ/  

prime  v. to make (someone) ready to do something
/praɪm/  ... 
  adj. most important
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vanquish  v. to defeat (someone) completely in a war, battle, etc.
/ˈvæŋkwɪʃ/  

triumph  n. a great or important victory
/ˈtraɪəmf/  

forge  v. to make or imitate falsely especially with intent to defraud 
/fɔrdʒ/  
  fabricate 
  v. to form or bring into being especially by an expenditure of effort
  

garrulous  adj. very talkative
/ˈgærələs/  
  loquacious
   taciturn
  garrulity n. 

prevaricate  v. to avoid telling the truth by not directly answering a question
/prɪˈværɪˌkeɪt/  

eclectic  adj. including things taken from many different sources
/ɛkˈlɛktɪk/  

haughty  adj. blatantly and disdainfully proud
/ˈhɔti/  

dismantle  v. to take to pieces
/dɪsˈmæntəl/   
  v. to destroy (something) in an orderly way 
  

propagate  v. to cause to continue or increase by sexual or asexual reproduction
/ˈprɑpəˌgeɪt/   
  v. to foster growing knowledge of, familiarity with, or acceptance of (as 
 an idea or belief)
  

caricature  n. a drawing that makes someone look funny or foolish because some 
/ˈkærɪkətʃər/ part of the person's appearance is exaggerated
  

abrade  v. to damage (something) by rubbing, grinding, or scraping
/əˈbreɪd/   
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  v. to wear down in spirit
  

blight  v. to impair the quality or effect of
/blaɪt/  

pristine  adj. belonging to the earliest period or state 
/ˈprɪsˌtin/  
  corrupted by civilization  
  adj. not spoiled, corrupted, or polluted and left in its natural state
  
  undisturbed

apposite  adj. highly pertinent or appropriate
/ˈæpəzɪt/  
  fitting
   irrelevant

germane  adj. relating to a subject in an appropriate way
/dʒərˈmeɪn/  
  relevant

fitful adj. not regular or steady
/ˈfɪtfəl/  

imperturbable  adj. very calm
/ˌɪmpərˈtɜrbəbəl/  

exigent  adj. requiring immediate attention
/ˈɛksədʒənt/  
  pressing
   deferrable

surrogate  v. to appoint as successor, deputy, or substitute for oneself
/ˈsɜrəgɪt/  

erstwhile  adv. in the past
/ˈɜrstˌhwaɪl/  
  onetime

onetime  adj. having been someone or something specified in the past
/ˈwʌnˌtaɪm/  

florid  adj. elaborately decorated
/ˈflɔrɪd/   
  adj. having a red or reddish color
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defame  n. to hurt the reputation of (someone or something) especially by 
/diˈfeɪm/ saying things that are false or unfair
  

inveigle  v. to persuade (someone) to do something in a clever or deceptive way
/ɪnˈveɪgəl/  
  request directly

timorous  adj. easily frightened
/ˈtɪmərɛs/  
  diffident
   intrepid 
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narcissism  n. egoism, egocentrism
/ˈnɑrsəˌsɪzəm/  
  self flattery

omniscient  adj. knowing everything
/ɑmˈnɪʃənt/  

interminable  adj. continuing for a very long time
/ɪnˈtɜrmɪnəbəl/  

posture  n. state or condition at a given time especially with respect to capability 
/ˈpɑstʃər/ in particular circumstances 
   
  v. to assume an artificial or pretended attitude
  
  behave naturally

substantiate  v. to prove the truth of (something)
/səbˈstænʃiˌeɪt/  
  disprove

snare  n. a position or situation from which it is difficult to escape
/snɛr/   
  v. to cause (something) to become caught in something 
  

forestall  v. to stop (something) from happening
/fɔrˈstɔl/  
  avert, prevent
   precipitate

beholden  adj. being under obligation for a favor or gift 
/bɪˈhoʊldən/  

indebted  adj. owing gratitude or recognition to another
/ɪnˈdɛtɪd/  

impute  v. to say or suggest that someone or something has or is guilty of 
/ɪmˈpjut/ (something)
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brazen  adj. acting or done in a very open and shocking way without shame or 
/ˈbreɪzən/ embarrassment
  

nettle  v. to make (someone) angry
/ˈnɛtəl/  ... 
  nettlesome adj. 

contemptuous  adj. feeling or showing deep hatred or disapproval 
/kənˈtɛmptʃuəs/  
  disdainful
   contempt v. 

objurgation  n.  a harsh rebuke
/ˈɑbdʒərˌgeɪt/  

nascent  adj. beginning to exist
/ˈnæsənt/  
  budding

token  adj. representing no more than a symbolic effort
/ˈtoʊkən/   
  adj. serving or intended to show absence of discrimination
  

residual  adj. leaving a residue that remains effective for some time
/rɪˈzɪdʒuəl/   
  n. the part that is left when the other people or things are gone, used
  

deft  adj. able to do something quickly and accurately
/dɛft/  

eloquent  adj. having or showing the ability to use language clearly and 
/ˈɛləkwənt/ effectively
  
  rhetoric

adroit  adj. very clever or skillful
/əˈdrɔɪt/  
  dexterous, nimble, skillful

plentiful  adj. giving or providing many desired things
/ˈplɛntɪfəl/  
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bountiful  adj. given or provided abundantly 
/ˈbaʊntəfəl/  
  fertile 
  adj. liberal in bestowing gifts or favors
  

clearheaded  adj. having or showing an ability to think clearly
/ˈklɪrˈhɛdɪd/  

interweave  v. to mix or blend together
/ˌɪntərˈwiv/  

impolitic  adj. unwise
/ɪmˈpɑləˌtɪk/  
  tactless

feeble  adj. very weak
/ˈ bəl/  
  enfeeble v.

prerogative  n. a right or privilege
/priˈrɑgətɪv/  

vigilant  adj. carefully noticing problems or signs of danger
/ˈvɪdʒələnt/  

clumsy  adj. lacking dexterity, nimbleness, or grace
/ˈklʌmzi/  

fringe  n. something that is marginal, additional, or secondary to some activity, 
/frɪndʒ/ process, or subject
  
  marginal, peripheral
   center

denigrate  v. to attack the reputation of 
/ˈdɛnəˌgreɪt/  

implore  v. to ask or beg for (something) in a very serious or emotional way
/ɪmˈplɔr/  

supplicate  v. to make a humble entreaty
/ˈsʌpləˌkeɪt/  
  entreaty
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willful  adj. refusing to change your ideas or opinions or to stop doing 
/ˈwɪlfəl/ something
   
  adj. done deliberately
  

entreaty  n. a serious request for something
/ɛnˈtriti/  
  supplication
   entreat v. 

notwithstanding  prep. despite
/ˌnɑtwɪðˈstændɪŋ/  

insipid  adj. not interesting or exciting
/ɪnˈsɪpɪd/  
  bland

modish  adj. fashionable or stylish 
/ˈmoʊdɪʃ/  

salubrious  adj. making good health possible or likely
/səˈlubriəs/  
  unhealthful

treacherous  adj. not able to be trusted 
/ˈtrɛtʃərəs/  
  faithful 
  adj. marked by hidden dangers, hazards, or perils
  

objectionable  adj. causing people to be offended
/əbˈdʒɛkʃənəbəl/  

recrudesce  v. to break out or become active again
/ˌrikruˈdɛs/  

tangible  adj. able to be touched or felt
/ˈtændʒəbəl/  

nebulous  adj. not clear 
/ˈnɛbjələs/  
  vague

utter  adj. complete, absolute or entire
/ˈʌtər/  
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  v. to send forth as a sound
  

aberrant  adj. deviating from the usual or natural type
/ˈæbərənt/  
  anomalous

doom  v. to make certain the failure or destruction of
/dum/  
 
  v. to condemn to ruination or death
  

slender  adj. limited or inadequate in amount or scope 
/ˈslɛndər/   
  adj. thin, very narrow or not wide
  

garner  v. to collect or gather (something)
/ˈgɑrnər/   
  v. to acquire by effort
  ...

recruit  v. to find suitable people and get them to join a company, an 
/rɪˈkrut/ organization, the armed forces, etc.
  

provision  n. something that is done in advance to prepare for something else
/prəˈvɪʒən/   
  n. the act or process of supplying or providing something
  

prompt  v. to serve as the inciting cause of 
/prɑmpt/   
  adj. of or relating to prompting actors
  

assail  v. to attack or criticize (someone or something) in a violent or angry 
/əˈseɪl/ way
  

endow  v.	to freely or naturally provide (someone or something) with something
/ɛnˈdaʊ/   
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  v. to give a large amount of money to a school, hospital, etc., in order 
 to pay for the creation or continuing support of (something)
  

intrude  v. to come or go into a place where you are not wanted or welcome
/ɪnˈtrud/  

designate  adj. chosen for a particular job but not officially doing that job yet
/ˈdɛzɪgˌneɪt/   
  v. to officially choose (someone or something) to do or be something
  

tackle  v. to begin working on
/ˈtækəl/   
  v. to seize and throw (a person) to the ground
  

prosecute  v. to engage in
/ˈprɑsəˌkjut/   
  v. to bring legal action against for redress or punishment of a crime or 
 violation of law
  

abolish  v. to officially end or stop (something, such as a law)
/əˈbɑlɪʃ/  

bestow  v. to give (something) as a gift or honor
/biˈstoʊ/  

compile  v. to collect and edit into a volume
/kəmˈpaɪl/  

requisite  adj. needed for a particular purpose
/ˈrɛkwəzɪt/  

splendor  n. great and impressive beauty
/ˈsplɛndər/  

exempt  adj. not required to do something that others are required to do
/ɛgˈzɛmpt/   
  v. to say that (someone or something) does not have to do something 
 that others are required to do 
  

invoke  v. to put into effect or operation
/ɪnˈvoʊk/  
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  v. to make an earnest request for 
   
  v. to bring about
  

entrust  v. to give someone the responsibility of doing something or of caring 
/ɛnˈtrʌst/ for someone or something
  

alliance  n. the state of being joined in some activity or effort
/əˈlaɪəns/  

periodical  adj. happening regularly over a period of time
/ˌpɪriˈɑdɪkəl/  

spacious  adj. having a large amount of space
/ˈspeɪʃəs/  

eligible  adj. able to be chosen for something
/ˈɛlɪdʒəbəl/  

strenuous  adj. requiring or showing great energy and effort
/ˈstrɛnjuəs/   
  adj. vigorously active 
  
  vigorous

adjacent  adj. close or near
/əˈdʒeɪsənt/  

wrench  v. to move with a violent twist
/rɛntʃ/   
  v.  to distort
  

confiscate  v. appropriated by the government 
/ˈkɑnfɪsˌkeɪt/  

ferocious  adj. very fierce or violent
/fəˈroʊʃəs/   
  adj. very great or extreme
  

velocity  n. quickness of motion
/vəˈlɑsəti/  
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consign  v. to give, transfer, or deliver into the hands or control of another
/kənˈsaɪn/  

grapple  v. to seize with or as if with a grapple
/ˈgræpəl/   
  v. to bind closely
  

deviate  v. to do something that is different or to be different from what is usual 
/ˈdiviˌeɪt/ or expected
  
  mislead

prodigious  adj. amazing or wonderful, very impressive
/proʊˈdɪdʒəs/  
  preternatural
   slight 
  adj. very big
  

induce  v. to cause (something) to happen or exist
/ɪnˈdus/  

assimilate  v. to learn (something) so that it is fully understood and can be used
/əˈsɪməˌleɪt/   
  v. to make similar
  

encroach  v. to gradually move or go into an area that is beyond the usual or 
/ɛnˈkroʊtʃ/ desired limits
  

embody  v. to represent (something) in a clear and obvious way
/ɛmˈbɑdi/  

coincide  v. to happen at the same time as something else
/ˌkoʊɪnˈsaɪd/   
  v. to agree with something exactly 
  ...

confer  v. to give (as a property or characteristic) to someone or something 
/kənˈfɜr/   
  v. to discuss something important in order to make a decision
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subdue  v. to get control of (a violent or dangerous person or group) by using 
/səbˈdu/ force, punishment, etc.
  

fatal  adj. causing death
/ˈfeɪtəl/  

dwell  v. to live in a particular place
/dwɛl/   
  v. to speak or write insistently
  

comprise  v. to be made up of (something) 
/kəmˈpraɪz/  

vicinity  n. the area around or near a particular place
/vəˈsɪnəti/   
  n. the quality or sate of being near
  

tentative  adj. still able to be changed
/ˈtɛntətɪv/   
  adj. hesitant and uncertain
  

pillage  v. to plunder ruthlessly
/ˈpɪlɪdʒ/  

pinnacle  n. the highest point of development or achievement 
/ˈpɪnəkəl/  

ailment  n. a sickness or illness
/ˈeɪlmənt/  
  illness

apprentice  n. an inexperienced person
/əˈprɛntɪs/   
  n. a person who learns a job or skill by working for a fixed period of 
 time for someone who is very good at that job or skill
  

preoccupied  adj. thinking about something a lot or too much
/priˈɑkjuˌpaɪd/  

List 11-15.indd   138 2016/9/30   8:45:04



139

Word List 1

exhale  v. to breathe out
/ɛksˈheɪl/  

rebuke  v. to speak in an angry and critical way to (someone)
/rɪˈbjuk/  

cavalier  adj. marked by or given to offhand and often disdainful dismissal of 
/ˌkævəˈlɪr/ important matters
  
  capricious 
  n. a gentleman trained in arms and horsemanship
  < >

hereditary  adj. passing from a person who has died to that person's child or 
/həˈrɛdɪˌtɛri/ younger relative
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shallow  adj. having little depth
/ˈʃæloʊ/  
  profound

deflect  v. to cause (something that is moving) to change direction
/diˈflɛkt/   
  v. to keep (something, such as a question) from affecting or being 
 directed at a person or thing
  ...
  shrug off

finesse  n. skillful handling of a situation
/fəˈnɛs/  
  heavy-handedness 
  v. evade or skirt
   
  v. to handle, deal with, or do (something) in an indirect and skillful or 
 clever way
  

belated  adj. happening or coming very late or too late
/biˈleɪtɪd/  

sheer  adj. complete and total
/ʃɪr/   
  adj. marked by great and continuous steepness
  

levity  n. a lack of seriousness
/ˈlɛvɪti/  
  gravity

insidious  adj. causing harm in a way that is gradual or not easily noticed
/ɪnˈsɪdiəs/  

amass  v. to come together 
/əˈmæs/  
  glean
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ostensible  adj. seeming or said to be true or real but very possibly not true or real
/ɑˈstɛnsəbəl/  表

somber  adj. very sad and serious
/ˈsɑmbər/   
  adj. having a dull or dark color
  

profound  adj. having or showing great knowledge or understanding
/proʊˈfaʊnd/  
  trenchant
   superficial, shallow 
  adj. very strongly felt
  

contour  n. the outline or outer edge of something
/ˈkɑnˌtur/  

chaos  n. complete confusion and disorder
/ˈkeɪˌɑs/  
  chaotic adj.

voluminous  adj. very large
/vəˈlumənəs/  

revile  v. to speak about (someone or something) in a very critical or insulting way
/rɪˈvaɪl/	  

corporeal  adj. having or consisting of a physical body or form
/kɔrˈpɔriəl/  

oscillate  v. to vary between opposing beliefs, feelings, or theories
/ˈɑsəˌleɪt/  
  waver 
  v. to swing backward and forward like a pendulum
  

monarchy  n. a form of government in which a country is ruled by a monarch
/ˈmɑnərki/  

inoculate  v. to introduce something into the mind of
/ɪˈnɑkjəˌleɪt/   
  v. to inject a material (as a vaccine) into to protect against or treat a 
 disease
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subsist  v. to exist or continue to exist 
/səbˈsɪst/	  

suffrage  n. the right to vote in an election
/ˈsʌfrɪdʒ/  

patron  n. a person who gives money and support to an artist, organization, 
/ˈpeɪtrən/ etc.
  

exile  n. a situation in which you are forced to leave your country or home 
/ˈɛkˌsaɪl/ and go to live in a foreign country
   
  v. to banish or expel from one's own country or home
  

inhospitable  adj. not generous and friendly to guests or visitors
/ɪnˈhɑspɪtəbəl/   
  adj. having an environment where plants, animals, or people cannot 
 live or grow easily
  

oblique  adj. not straightforward
/oʊˈblik/   
  adj. having no right angle
  

bequeath  v. to give or leave by will (used especially of personal property)
/biˈkwið/   
  v. to hand down
  
  bequest n. 

retention  n. the act of keeping someone or something
/rɪˈtɛnʃən/  

ramify  v. to split up into branches or constituent parts
/ˈræməˌfaɪ/  

prescribe  v. to officially tell someone to use (a medicine, therapy, diet, etc.) as a 
/priˈskraɪb/ remedy or treatment
  
  prescription n.  
  v. to lay down a rule
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deprive  v. to take something away from 
/diˈpraɪv/  

necessitate  v. to make (something) necessary
/nəˈsɛsəˌteɪt/  

inhale  v. to breathe in
/ɪnˈheɪl/  

dexterity  n. the ability to use your hands skillfully
/dɛksˈtɛrəti/   
  n. mental skill or quickness
  

ooze  v. to flow out slowly
/uz/   
  v. to show (a quality, emotion, etc.) very clearly or strongly
  表

patronize  v. to give money or support to (someone or something)
/ˈpeɪtrəˌnaɪz/   
  v. to talk to (someone) in a way that shows that you believe you are 
 more intelligent or better than other people
   
  v. to be a frequent or regular customer or user of 
  

eject  v. to force (someone) to leave
/iˈdʒɛkt/   
  v. to push out
  

overdue  adj. not appearing or presented by a stated, expected, or required time
/ˌoʊvərˈdu/  

brusque  adj. talking or behaving in a very direct, brief, and unfriendly way
/brʌsk/  

prose  adj. dull or ordinary
/proʊz/  ( prosaic 
  n. writing that is not poetry
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uprising  n. a usually violent effort by many people to change the government or 
/ˈʌpˌraɪzɪŋ/ leader of a country
  

touchstone  n. something that is used to make judgments about the quality of other 
/ˈtʌtʃˌstoʊn/ things
  

purveyor  n. a person or business that sells or provides something
/pərˈveɪər/  
  purvey v. purveyance n.

parody  n. a literary or musical work in which the style of an author or work is 
/ˈpærədi/ closely imitated for comic effect or in ridicule
  

decimate  v. to destroy a large number of (plants, animals, people, etc.)
/ˈdɛsəˌmeɪt/  

decipher  v. to find the meaning of (something that is difficult to read or 
/diˈsaɪfər/ understand)
  

amenable  adj. willing to agree or to accept something that is wanted or asked for
/əˈminəbəl/  
  recalcitrant

siphon  v. to take and use (something, such as money) for your own purpose
/ˈsaɪfən/  

annotate  v. to add notes or comments to (a text, book, drawing, etc.)
/ˈænəˌteɪt/  

procure  v. to get (something) by some action or effort
/proʊˈkjʊr/  

hiatus  n. a period of time when something (such as an activity or program) is 
/haɪˈeɪtəs/ stopped
  

cantankerous  adj. often angry and annoyed
/kænˈtæŋkərəs/  

escalate  v. to become worse or to make (something) worse or more severe
/ˈɛskəˌleɪt/  
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  v. to become greater or higher or to make (something) greater or 
  higher
  

bombard  v. to hit or attack (something or someone) constantly or repeatedly
/bɑmˈbɑrd/  

vernacular  adj. of, relating to, or using the language of ordinary speech rather 
/vərˈnækjələr/ than formal writing
  语 语

prevail  v. to be usual, common, or popular
/priˈveɪl/  

scenario  n. a description of what could possibly happen
/səˈnɛriˌoʊ/  

hitherto  adv. until now
/ˈhɪðərtu/  

vertiginous  adj. causing or likely to cause a feeling of dizziness especially because 
/vərˈtɪdʒənəs/ of great height
  

bravado  n. a pretense of bravery
/brəˈvɑdoʊ/   
  n. the quality or state of being foolhardy
  

steadfast  adj. firm in belief, determination, or adherence
/ˈstɛdˌfæst/  

oblivious  adj. not conscious or aware of someone or something
/əˈblɪviəs/  

refractory  adj. resisting control or authority
/rɪˈfræktəri/   
  adj. immune or insusceptible
  

resign  v. to accept something as inevitable
/rɪˈzaɪn/   
  v. to give up one’s office or position
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abiding  adj. continuing for a long time
/əˈbaɪdɪŋ/  

dull  adj. not exciting or interesting
/dʌl/   
  adj. mentally slow
  

debonair  adj. lighthearted or nonchalant
/ˌdɛbəˈnɛr/  

infuriate  v. to make (someone) very angry
/ɪnˈfjʊriˌeɪt/  ...

crestfallen  adj. very sad and disappointed
/ˈkrɛstˌfɔlən/  
  disgruntle

wistful  adj. full of yearning or desire tinged with melancholy
/ˈwɪstfəl/  ,

concur  v. to express agreement
/kənˈkɜr/  
  dissent, gainsay 
  v. to happen together
  

boast  v. speak vaingloriously
/boʊst/   
  v. have or contain
  

extrapolate  v. to form an opinion or to make an estimate about something from 
/ɛkˈstræpəˌleɪt/ known facts
  

resemble  v. to be like or similar to 
/rɪˈzɛmbəl/  ...
  homogeneity
   resemblance n. 相似

ordain  v. to officially establish or order (something)
/ɔrˈdeɪn/   
  v. to officially make (someone) a minister, priest, rabbi, etc.
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mirth  n. happiness and laughter
/mɜrθ/  

jovial  adj. full of happiness and joy
/ˈdʒoʊviəl/  
  mirthful

cajole  v. to persuade with flattery or gentle urging especially in the face of 
/kəˈdʒoʊl/ reluctance 
  
  coax

baneful  adj. seriously harmful
/ˈbeɪnfəl/  

identical  adj. exactly the same
/aɪˈdɛntɪkəl/  

proscribe  v. to not allow
/proʊˈskraɪb/  
  forbid
   sanction

arguably  adv. it can be argued 
/ˈɑrgjuəbli/  

obstreperous  adj. difficult to control and often noisy
/əbˈstrɛpərəs/  ,

volition  n. the power to make your own choices or decisions
/voʊˈlɪʃən/  

hectic  adj. very busy and filled with activity
/ˈhɛktɪk/  

sumptuous  adj. extremely costly, rich, luxurious, or magnificent
/ˈsʌmptʃuəs/  

gravitate  v. to be attracted to or toward something
/ˈgrævɪˌteɪt/  ..., 

particularize  v. to give specific details or examples of
/pɑrˈtɪkjələrˌaɪz/  

albeit  conj. although
/ɔlˈbiɪt/  
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abet  v. to help, encourage, or support someone in a criminal act
/əˈbɛt/  
  instigate
   frustrate

anodyne  adj. not likely to offend or upset anyone
/ˈænoʊˌdaɪn/  
  benign 
  adj. serving to alleviate pain
  

credulous  adj. too ready to believe things
/ˈkrɛdʒʊləs/  
  trusting
   credulity n. 

asunder  adj. into parts
/əˈsʌndər/	  
  linked

petulant  adj. insolent or rude in speech or behavior
/ˈpɛtʃələnt/  
  petulance n.  
  adj. having or showing the attitude of people who become angry and 
 annoyed when they do not get what they want
  

winnow  v. to narrow or reduce
/ˈwɪnoʊ/  

yearn  v. to feel a strong desire or wish for something or to do something
/jɜrn/  

indulgent  adj. willing to allow someone to have or enjoy something even though 
/ɪnˈdʌldʒənt/	 it may not be proper, healthy, appropriate, etc.
   
  adj. done or enjoyed as a special pleasure
  

preside  v. to be in charge of something (such as a trial)
/priˈzaɪd/  

meretricious  adj. attractive in a cheap or false way
/ˌmɛrəˈtrɪʃəs/  
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burgeon  v. to grow or develop quickly
/ˈbɜrdʒən/  
  expansion, flourish
   subside, wither

flourish  v. to be very successful
/ˈflɜrɪʃ/  

gigantic  adj. extremely large
/dʒaɪˈgæntɪk/  
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snub  v. to ignore (someone) in a deliberate and insulting way
/snʌb/  
  slight

underplay  v. to make (something) seem less important than it actually is
/ˌʌndərˈpleɪ/  

obliterate  v. to destroy (something) completely so that nothing is left
/əˈblɪtərˌeɪt/  ...

seethe  v. to suffer violent internal excitement
/sið/   
  v. to move constantly and without order
  

morph  v. to change the form or character of
/mɔrf/  

subservient  adj. very willing or too willing to obey someone else
/səbˈsɜrviənt/  

obtuse  adj. stupid or unintelligent
/ɑbˈtus/   
  adj. difficult to comprehend 
  

trenchant  adj. caustic
/ˈtrɛntʃənt/   
  adj. sharply perceptive 
  
  profound

instigate  v. to cause (something) to happen or begin
/ˈɪnstəˌgeɪt/  
  abet

fusty  adj. very old-fashioned
/ˈfʌsti/  
  obsolete, outmoded
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  adj. full of dust and unpleasant smells
  

cease  v. to stop doing
/sis/  

implicate  v. to show to be connected or involved
/ˈɪmplɪˌkeɪt/  

vituperate  v. to abuse or censure severely or abusively
/vaɪˈtupərˌeɪt/  
  vituperative adj. 

rattle  v. to upset (someone) especially to the point of loss of poise and 
/ˈrætəl/ composure 
  

molder  v. to decay slowly
/ˈmoʊldər/  

transmogrify  v. to change or alter greatly and often with grotesque or humorous 
/trænsˈmɑgrəˌfaɪ/	 effect
  ...

choreograph  v. to arrange or direct the movements, progress, or details of
/ˈkɔriəˌgræf/   
  v. to decide how a dancer or group of dancers will move during a 
 performance
  

incipient  adj. beginning to develop or exist
/ɪnˈsɪpiənt/  

antiquarian  adj. relating to the collection and study of valuable old things (such as 
/ˌæntɪˈkwɛriən/ old books)
  

boisterous  adj. very noisy and active in a lively way
/ˈbɔɪstərəs/  
  uproarious
   quiet

renounce  v. to give up, refuse, or resign usually by formal declaration
/rɪˈnaʊns/  

compartmentalize  v. to separate into distinct parts, categories, or compartments
/ˌkɑmpɑrtˈmɛntəlˌaɪz/  
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maelstrom
/ˈmeɪlstrəm/  n. a powerful often violent whirlpool sucking in objects within a given 
 radius
  

captious  adj. marked by an often ill-natured inclination to stress faults and raise 
/ˈkæpʃəs/ objections
  

vulgar  adj. not having or showing good manners, good taste, or politeness
/ˈvʌlgər/   
  adj. relating to the common people or the speech of common people
  

fealty  n. loyalty to a person, group, etc.
/ˈ əlti/  

bristle  v. to become angry
/ˈbrɪsəl/  

await  v. to wait for (someone or something)
/əˈweɪt/  

languish  v. to continue for a long time without activity or progress in an 
/ˈlæŋgwɪʃ/ unpleasant or unwanted situation
  

nugatory  adj. of little or no consequence
/ˈnugəˌtɔri/  
  consequential

inept  adj. generally incompetent
/ɪnˈɛpt/   
  adj. not suited to the occasion
  

spartan  adj. marked by simplicity, frugality, or avoidance of luxury and comfort
/ˈspɑrtən/  

ancillary  adj. providing something additional to a main part or function
/ˈænsəˌlɛri/  
  supplementary

sequester  v. to keep (a person or group) apart from other people
/sɪˈkwɛstər/  
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hasty  adj. done or made very quickly or too quickly
/heɪsti/  , 
  impulsively, rapidly 
  adj. prone to anger
  

budding  adj. being in an early stage of development
/ˈbʌdɪŋ/  
  nascent

vainglory  n. excessive or ostentatious pride especially in one's achievements
/ˈveɪnˌglɔri/  

consummate  adj. complete in every detail
/ˈkɑnsəmɪt/   
  v. to make (something) perfect or complete
  

like-minded  adj. having similar opinions and interests
/ˈlaɪkˌmaɪndɪd/  

ecumenical  adj. involving people or things from different kind; of worldwide scope 
/ˌɛkjuˈmɛnɪkəl/ or applicability
  

ardent  adj. characterized by warmth of feeling typically expressed in eager 
/ˈɑrdənt/ zealous support or activity
  

rescind  v. to end (a law, contract, agreement, etc.) officially
/rɪˈsɪnd/  
  levy

distend  v. to become larger and rounder because of pressure from inside
/dɪˈstɛnd/  
  constrict, compress

self-regard  n. regard for or consideration of oneself or one's own interests
/ˈsɛlfrɪˈgɑrd/  

subterfuge  n. the use of tricks especially to hide, avoid, or get something
/ˈsʌbtərˌfjudʒ/  
  chicanery

agglomerate  v. to gather into a ball, mass, or cluster
/əˈglɑmərˌeɪt/  
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goad  v. to urge or force (someone) to do something
/goʊd/  
  curb

surfeit  n. an amount that is too much or more than you need
/ˈsɜrfɪt/  
  glut, plethora

transitory  adj. lasting only for a short time
/ˈtrænsəˌtɔri/  短
  ephemeral

prolix  adj. using too many words
/proʊˈlɪks/  
  verbose, long-winded
   brief
  prolixity n. 啰

exactitude  n. the quality or state of being accurate and correct
/ɛgˈzæktəˌtud/  

chastise  v. to criticize (someone) harshly for doing something wrong
/tʃæsˈtaɪz/  
  castigate

protract  v. to prolong in time or space
/proʊˈtrækt/  

stymie  v. to present an obstacle to
/ˈstaɪmi/  
  foster

seminal  adj. very important and influential
/ˈsɛmənəl/  

authoritarian  adj. expecting or requiring people to obey rules or laws
/əˌθɔrəˈtɛriən/  

leap  v. to pass abruptly from one state or topic to another
/lip/   
  v. to jump from a surface
  

tepid  adj. not energetic or excited
/ˈtɛpɪd/  
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malodor  n. an offensive odor
/mælˈoʊdər/  
  noisome

senescence  n. the state of being old or the process of becoming old
  
  decrepitude

decrepitude  n. the state of being old and in bad condition or poor health
/diˈkrɛpəˌtud/  
  senescence
  sturdiness

self-styled  adj. called a particular thing by yourself
/ˈsɛlfˈstaɪld/  

cognizant  adj. aware of something
/ˈkɑgnəzənt/  

conversant  adj. having knowledge or experience
/kənˈvɜrsənt/  

tribulation  n. unhappiness, pain, or suffering or an experience that causes 
/ˌtrɪbjəˈleɪʃən/ someone to suffer
  (

open-ended  adj. allowing people to talk in a way that is not planned or controlled
/ˈoʊpənˈɛndɪd/  

falsify  v. to change (something) in order to make people believe something 
/ˈfɔlsəˌfaɪ/ that is not true
  

panorama  n. a comprehensive presentation of a subject
/ˌpænəˈræmə/   
  n. a full and wide view of something
  

beleaguer  v. besiege
/biˈligər/   
  v.  trouble or harass
  

incumbent  n. one that occupies a particular position or place
/ɪnˈkʌmbənt/   
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  adj. obligatory
  

hermetic  adj. closed tightly so that no air can go in or out
/hərˈmɛtɪk/   
  adj. relating to or characterized by occultism or abstruseness
  
  comprehensible 
  adj. recluse or solitary
  

encapsulate  v. to show or express the main idea or quality of (something) in a brief 
/ɛnˈkæpsəˌleɪt/ way
   
  v. to enclose in or as if in a capsule
  

interdisciplinary   adj. involving two or more disciplines
/ˌɪntərˈdɪsəplɪˌnɛri/  

impunity  n. freedom from punishment, harm, or loss
/ɪmˈpjunɪti/  

reprisal  n. a retaliatory act
/rɪˈpraɪzəl/  

myopic  adj. a lack of foresight or discernment 
  
  myopia n. 

tarnish  v. to damage or ruin the good quality of
/ˈtɑrnɪʃ/  

sublime  v. to convert (something inferior) into something of higher worth
/səˈblaɪm/   
  v. to pass directly from the solid to the vapor state
   
  adj. complete or extreme
   
  adj. very beautiful or good and causing strong feelings of admiration or 
 wonder
  

remonstrate  v. to present and urge reasons in opposition
/rɪˈmɑnˌstreɪt/  
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commiserate  v. to express sadness or sympathy for someone who has experienced 
/kəˈmɪzərˌeɪt/ something unpleasant
  

expostulate  v. to disagree with something or argue against it
/ɛkˈspɑstʃəˌleɪt/  

anneal  v. strengthen or toughen
/əˈnil/  

vicissitude  n. the quality or state of being changeable
/vɪˈsɪsəˌtud/  

piecemeal  adv. in pieces or fragments
/ˈpisˌmil/  ,  
  adj. done or made in a gradual way in a series of separate steps
  

verbose  adj. using more words than are needed
/vərˈboʊs/  
  prolix, long-winded
  verbosity n. 

polyglot  adj. knowing or using several languages
/ˈpɑlɪˌglɑt/  语 
  adj. made up of people or things from different cultures, countries, etc.
  

machination  n. a scheming or crafty action or artful design intended to accomplish 
/ˌmækəˈneɪʃən/ some usually evil end
  

flee  v. to run away from danger
/fli/  

nefarious  adj. evil or immoral
/nəˈfɛriəs/  
  nefariousness n. 

lachrymose  adj. tending to cause tears
/ˈlækrəˌmoʊs/   
  adj. tending to cry often
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enmity  n. a very deep unfriendly feeling
/ˈɛnməti/  

indignant  adj. very angry
/ɪnˈdɪgnənt/  

confront  v. to oppose or challenge (someone) especially in a direct and forceful 
/kənˈfrʌnt/ way
   
  v. to meet face-to-face
  

minutia  n. a minute or minor detail
  

commensurable  adj. having a common measure
/kəˈmɛnʃʊrəbəl/   
  adj. commensurate
  

discriminatory  adj. not fair
/dɪˈskrɪmənəˌtɔri/  

sabotage  v. to cause the failure of something deliberately
/ˈsæbəˌtɑʒ/  

commend  v. to praise (someone or something) in a serious and often public way
/kəˈmɛnd/  

gossamer  adj. extremely light, delicate, or tenuous
/ˈgɑsəmər/  
  ponderous

lenient  adj. allowing a lot of freedom and not punishing bad behavior in a 
/ˈlinjənt/ strong way
  
  leniency n.

rectitude  n. the quality of being honest and morally correct
/ˈrɛktəˌtud/  
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enamor  v. to cause (someone) to be loved or admired
/ɛnˈæmər/  ...
  favor, captivated

immure  v. imprison
/ɪˈmjʊr/   
  v. to enclose within or as if within walls
  

impudent  adj. very rude
/ˈɪmpjudənt/  
  respectful

insolent  adj. rude or impolite
/ˈɪnsələnt/  

irenic  adj. favoring, conducive to, or operating toward peace, moderation, 
/aɪˈrɛnɪk/  or conciliation
  

shear  v. to cut the hair from
/ʃɪr/   
  v. to deprive of something as if by cutting
  

coruscate  v. sparkle
/ˈkɔrəˌskeɪt/   
  v. to be brilliant or showy in technique or style
  

hideous  adj. very ugly or disgusting
/ˈhɪdiəs/   
  adj. morally offensive
  

trumpet  v. to praise (something) loudly and publicly especially in a way that is 
/ˈtrʌmpɪt/ annoying
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strident  adj. sounding harsh and unpleasant 
/ˈstraɪdənt/   
  adj. expressing opinions or criticism in a very forceful and often 
 annoying or unpleasant way
  表

muckrake  v. to search out and publicly expose real or apparent misconduct of a 
/ˈmʌkˌreɪk/	 prominent individual or business
  

proffer  v. to offer or give (something) to someone
/ˈprɑfər/  

revel  v. to take intense pleasure or satisfaction
/ˈrɛvəl/   
  n. a noisy and wild celebration
  

predicate  v. to found or base something on
/ˈprɛdɪˌkeɪt/   
  v. to declare or affirm (something) as true or existing 
  

prophylactic  adj./ n. guarding from or preventing the spread or occurrence of 
/ˌproʊfəˈlæktɪk/ disease or infection
  
  preventive

pilfer  v. to steal things that are not very valuable or to steal a small amount 
/ˈpɪlfər/ of something
  
  appropriation
   pilferage n. 

constrict  v.  to prevent or keep (something or someone) from developing freely
/kənˈstrɪkt/  
  constrain 
  v. to become narrower, smaller, or tighter
  
  dilate, distend

imbibe  v. to drink (something)
/ɪmˈbaɪb/  
  quaff
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quaff  v. to drink a large amount of (something) quickly
/kwɑf/  
  imbibe

crumble  v. to break down completely : to stop functioning
/ˈkrʌmbəl/  
  disintegrate

disintegrate  v. to break apart into many small parts or pieces
/dɪsˈɪntəˌgreɪt/  
  crumble

brook  v. to stand for :  tolerate 
/brʊk/  
  tolerate 

muddle  v. to cause confusion in (someone or someone's mind)
/ˈmʌdəl/  
  confuse

unerring  adj. always right and accurate : making no errors
/ʌnˈɜrɪŋ/  
  settled

provenance  n. the origin or source of something
/ˈprɑvənəns/  
  origin

inscrutable  adj. difficult to understand  causing people to feel curious or confused
/ɪnˈskrutəbəl/  
  uninformative

genial  adj. marked by or diffusing sympathy or friendliness 
/ˈdʒinjəl/  
  friendliness
   mordant, saturnine
  geniality n. 

analogy  n. a comparison of two things based on their being alike in some way
/əˈnælədʒi/  
  comparison

reluctant  adj. feeling or showing doubt about doing something : not willing or 
/rɪˈlʌktənt/ eager to do something
  
  loath, unwillingly
   reluctantly adv. 
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supple  adj.  readily adaptable or responsive to new situations
/ˈsʌpəl/  
  flexible

contravene  v. to fail to do what is required by (a law or rule)
/ˌkɑntrəˈvin/  
  violate

ungainly  adj. moving in an awkward or clumsy way : not graceful
/ʌnˈgeɪnli/  
  awkward

ludicrous  adj. amusing or laughable through obvious absurdity, incongruity, 
/ˈludɪkrəs/ exaggeration, or eccentricity
  
  risible

dispatch  n. promptness and efficiency in performance or transmission
/dɪˈspætʃ/  
  celerity
  leisureliness

handicap  n. a disadvantage that makes achievement unusually difficult
/ˈhændiˌkæp/  
  hindrance

chimera  n. something that exists only in the imagination and is not possible in 
/kaɪˈmɪrə/ reality
  
  illusion

ominous  adj. suggesting that something bad is going to happen in the future
/ˈɑmənəs/  
  inauspicious

limpid  adj. marked by transparency:  pellucid
/ˈlɪmpɪd/  
  pellucid
  turbid

forsake  v. to give up or leave (someone or something) entirely
/fɔrˈseɪk/  
  neglect

exonerate  v. to prove that someone is not guilty of a crime or responsible for a 
/ɛgˈzɑnərˌeɪt/ problem, bad situation, etc.
  

List 16-20.indd   162 2016/9/30   8:45:51



163

Word List 1

  absolve
  exoneration n. 

annihilate  v. to destroy (something or someone) completely
/əˈnaɪəˌleɪt/  
  destroy

surmise  v. a thought or idea based on scanty evidence :  conjecture
/sərˈmaɪz/  
  infer

rapprochement  n. the development of friendlier relations between countries or groups 
/ˌræproʊʃˈmɑn/ of people who have been enemies
  
  reconciliation

exert  v. to use (strength, ability, etc.)
/ɛgˈzɜrt/  
  wield

wield  v. to have and use (power, influence, etc.)
/wild/  
  exert

guzzle  v. to drink (something, such as beer or liquor) quickly or in large 
/ˈgʌzəl/ amounts
  
  swill

kinfolk  n. a person's relatives
/ˈkɪnˌfoʊk/  
  relative

divergent  adj. differing from each other or from a standard 
/dəˈvɜrdʒənt/  
  incongruous, disparate
   enclosed

vestige  n. the last small part that remains of something that existed before
/ˈvɛstɪdʒ/  ,
  relic

profusion  n. a large amount of something
/proʊˈfjuʒən/  
  wealth

forebode  v. to have an inward conviction of (as coming ill or misfortune)
/fɔrˈboʊd/  
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  concern
  v. foretell, portend
  

calamity  n. an event that causes great harm and suffering
/kəˈlæməti/  
  disaster, catastrophic
   calamitous adj. 

beget  v. to cause (something) to happen or exist
/biˈgɛt/  
  create

reprehensible  adj. very bad : deserving very strong criticism
/ˌrɛprɪˈhɛnsəbəl/  
  deplorable
   reprehend v. 

divest  v. to deprive or dispossess especially of property, authority, or title
/dəˈvɛst/  
  strip

wondrous  adj. causing wonder or amazement : very beautiful or impressive
/ˈwʌndrəs/  
  amazing

recalcitrant  adj. stubbornly refusing to obey rules or orders
/rɪˈkælsɪtrənt/  
  headstrong
   submissive, amenable

succinct  adj. using few words to state or express an idea
/səkˈsɪŋkt/  
  concision
   succinctness n. 

recrudescent  adj. breaking out again :  renewing
/ˌrikruˈdɛs/  
  resurgent

frugal  adj. careful about spending money or using things when you do not 
/ˈfrugəl/ need to : using money or supplies in a very careful way
  
  thrift
   frugality
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unseemly  adj. not proper or appropriate for the situation : not seemly
/ʌnˈsimli/  
  indecorous

preternatural  adj. very unusual in a way that does not seem natural
/ˌpritərˈnætʃərəl/  
  prodigious

provident  adj. careful about planning for the future and saving money for the 
/ˈprɑvədənt/ future
  

interlope  v. to intrude or interfere
/ˌɪntərˈloʊp/  

coterie  n. an intimate and often exclusive group of persons with a unifying 
/ˈkoʊtəri/ common interest or purpose
  

aplomb  n. complete and confident composure or self assurance  poise
/əˈplɑm/  

bemoan  v. to express deep grief or distressove
/biˈmoʊn/   
  v. to regard with displeasure, disapproval, or regret
  

mediate  v. to interpose between parties in order to reconcile them
/ˈmidiˌeɪt/   
  v. to have an effect or influence in causing (something) to happen
  

exposé  n. a news report or broadcast that reveals something illegal or 
/ˌɛkspoʊˈzeɪ/ dishonest to the public
  

reticent  adj. inclined to be silent or uncommunicative in speech :  reserved
/ˈrɛtəsənt/   
  adj.  restrained in expression, presentation, or appearance
  

myriad  adj. both numerous and diverse
/ˈmɪriəd/  

List 16-20.indd   165 2016/9/30   8:45:52



166

expurgate  v. to change (a written work) by removing parts that might offend 
/ˈɛkspərˌgeɪt/	 people
  

triumvirate  n. government by three persons or by a coalition of three parties
/traɪˈʌmvərɪt/  

indefatigable  adj. incapable of being fatigued: untiring
/ˌɪndɪˈfætɪgəbəl/  

paean  n. a work that praises or honors its subject
/ˈpiən/  

hallmark  n. a distinguishing characteristic, trait, or feature
/ˈhɔlˌmɑrk/  
  characteristic feature

potent  adj. having authority or power
/ˈpoʊtənt/  
  impotent adj. omnipotent adj.  
  adj. achieving or bringing about a particular result
  

lopsided  adj. uneven or unequal
/ˈlɑpˌsaɪdɪd/  

subtle  adj. difficult to understand or perceive
/ˈsʌtəl/  
  obscure 
  adj. highly skillful: expert
   
  adj. clever and indirect : not showing your real purpose
  

adamant  adj. not willing to change an opinion or decision : very determined
/ˈædəmənt/  

melancholy  n. a sad mood or feeling
/ˈmɛlənˌkɑli/  

unalloyed  adj. not mixed with something else
/ʌnəˈlɔɪd/  
  adulterated
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spew  v. to send or cast forth with vigor or violence or in great quantity 
/spju/  

maze  n. a complicated and confusing system of connected passages
/meɪz/  

misfeasance  n. trespass; specifically   the performance of a lawful action in an 
/mɪsˈ zəns/ illegal or improper manner
  

rebellious  adj. refusing to obey rules or authority or to accept normal standards 
/rɪˈbɛljəs/ of behavior, dress, etc.: having or showing a tendency to rebel
  

durable  adj. staying strong and in good condition over a long period of time
/ˈdjʊrəbəl/  
  evanescent

varnish  v. adorn, embellish
/ˈvɑrnɪʃ	/  

labyrinthine   adj. of, relating to, or resembling a labyrinth :  intricate, involved
/ˌlæbəˈrɪnˌθin/  

mar  v. to ruin the beauty or perfection of (something) : to hurt or damage 
/mɑr/ the good condition of (something)
  

platitude   n. a banal, trite, or stale remark
/ˈplætəˌtud/  

exclusive    adj. not shared : available to only one person or group
/ɛksˈklusɪv/  
  exclude v. 

acclaim  v. to praise (someone or something) in a very strong and enthusiastic 
/əˈkleɪm/ way
  

meld  v. merge, blend
/mɛld/  

tremendous  adj. very large or great
/trɪˈmɛndəs/  

scatter  v. to separate and go in different directions
/ˈskætər/  
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concise  adj. using few words : not including extra or unnecessary information
/kənˈsaɪs/  

oracle  n. an authoritative or wise expression or answer
/ˈɔrəkəl/  
  oracular adj.  
  n. a person (such as a priestess) through whom a god was believed to 
 speak or an answer or message given by such a person
  
  prophetic

extenuate  v.  to lessen or to try to lessen the seriousness or extent of by making 
/ɛkˈstɛnjuˌeɪt/ partial excuses :  mitigate 
  

viable  adj. capable of being done or used
/ˈvaɪəbəl/   
  adj.  capable of living or of developing into a living thing
  

midst   n. the interior or central part or point :  middle
/mɪdst/  
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abuse  v. to use (something) wrongly
/əˈbjuz/  

cliché  n.  a hackneyed theme, characterization, or situation
/kliˈʃeɪ/  

contiguous  adj. used to describe things that touch each other or are immediately 
/kənˈtɪgjuəs/ next to each other
  

endanger  v.  to cause (someone or something) to be in a dangerous place or 
/ɛnˈdeɪndʒər	/ situation
   

boorish  adj.  resembling or befitting a boor (as in crude insensitivity)
/ˈbʊrɪʃ/  

high-minded  adj. having or showing intelligence and a strong moral character
  

de-emphasize  v. to reduce in relative importance; also :  play down
/diˈɛmfəˌsaɪz/  

poise  v. to hold (something) in a balanced and steady position
/pɔɪz/  

quandary   n. a situation in which you are confused about what to do
/ˈkwɑndəri/  
  certainty

ploy   n. a clever trick or plan that is used to get someone to do something or 
/plɔɪ/ to gain an advantage over someone
  

temptation  n. a strong urge or desire to have or do something
/tɛmpˈteɪʃən/  

oppressive  adj. unreasonably burdensome or severe
/əˈprɛsɪv/  
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hyperbole  n. language that describes something as better or worse than it really is
/haɪˈpɜrbəli/  
  understatement
   hyperbolize v. 

trickster  n. someone who tricks or deceives people especially in order to get 
/ˈtrɪkstər/ something
  

genteel  adj. having a quietly appealing or polite quality
/dʒɛnˈtil/  

impassioned  adj. showing or feeling very strong emotions
/ɪmˈpæʃənd/  

deduce  v.  to use logic or reason to form (a conclusion or opinion about 
/diˈdus/ something) : to decide (something) after thinking about the known facts
  

flip  v. to cause (something) to turn or turn over quickly
/flɪp/  

infinite  adj. having no limits
/ˈɪnfənɪt/  
  adj. extremely large or great
  

diffident	  adj. lacking confidence  not feeling comfortable around people
/ˈdɪfədənt/  

neutralize  v. to stop (someone or something) from being effective or harmful
/ˈnutrəˌlaɪz/  

controvert  v.  to dispute or oppose by reasoning 
/ˈkɑntrəˌvɜrt/  

succumb  v. to stop trying to resist something
/səˈkʌm/  
  yield

fury  n. violent anger
/ˈfjʊri/  
  infuriate v. 

severe  adj. very harsh
/səˈvɪr/  
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conspire  v. to secretly plan with someone to do something that is harmful or 
/kənˈspaɪr/ illegal
  

gleam  n. a small, bright light
/glim/  

imperial  adj. of or relating to an empire or an emperor
/ɪmˈpɪriəl/  

paraphernalia  n. objects that are used to do a particular activity : objects of a 
/ˌpærəfərˈneɪljə/ particular kind
  

cast-iron  adj. very strong or tough
/ˈkæstˈaɪərn/  

detritus  n. the pieces that are left when something breaks, falls apart, is 
/diˈtraɪtəs/	 destroyed, etc.
  

rivalry   n. a state or situation in which people or groups are competing with 
/ˈraɪvəlri/ each other
  
  rival n. 

halt  v. stop
/hɔlt/   
  v. to stand in perplexity or doubt between alternate courses :  waver
  

avant-garde  n. a group of people who develop new and often very surprising ideas 
/əˌvɑntˈgɑrd/ in art, literature, etc.
   
  adj. of or relating to an avant-garde 
  

stipulate  v.  to specify as a condition or requirement (as of an agreement or 
/'stɪpjulet/ offer)
   
  v. to give a guarantee of
  

dispense  v. to give or provide (something)
/dɪˈspɛns/  
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leach  v. to remove (nutritive or harmful elements) from soil by percolation
/litʃ/  

brackish  adj. repulsive
/ˈbrækɪʃ/  

malodorous   adj.  having a bad smell
/ˈmælˈoʊdərəs/  

redolent  adj. having a strong smell : full of a fragrance or odor
/ˈrɛdələnt/  

noisome  adj. very unpleasant or disgusting
/ˈnɔɪsəm/  
  fragrant

adjudicate   v.  to make an official decision about who is right in a dispute
/əˈdʒudɪˌkeɪt/  

eschew  v. to avoid (something) especially because you do not think it is right, 
/ɛsˈtʃu/ proper, etc.
  
  seek

abbreviate  v.  to make (something) shorter; especially : to reduce (a word or 
/əˈbriviˌeɪt/ name) to a shorter form
  短
  extend

contingent  adj. depending on something else that might or might not happen
/kənˈtɪndʒənt/  ,

rote  n. the use of memory usually with little intelligence
/roʊt/  

dire  adj. very bad : causing great fear or worry
/daɪr/  

snob  n. someone who tends to criticize, reject, or ignore people who come 
/snɑb/ from a lower social class, have less education, etc
  

auspicious  adj. showing or suggesting that future success is likely
/ɔˈspɪʃəs/  
  favorable

List 16-20.indd   172 2016/9/30   8:45:53



173

Word List 1

essential  adj. extremely important and necessary
/əˈsɛnʃəl/  
  indispensable

bootless  adj. useless, unprofitable
/ˈbutlɪs/  

posit  v. to suggest (something, such as an idea or theory) especially in order 
/ˈpɑzɪt/ to start a discussion
  

accrete   v. to cause to adhere or become attached; also :  accumulate
/əˈkrit/  

adjunct  n. something that is joined or added to another thing but is not an 
/ˈæˌdʒʌŋkt/ essential part of it
  附

abound  v. to be present in large numbers or in great quantity
/əˈbaʊnd/  

subsequent   adj. happening or coming after something else
/ˈsʌbsɪkwənt/  

heretofore  adv. until this time : before now
/ˌhɪrtuˈfɔr/  

choke  v. to check or hinder the growth, development, or activity of 
/tʃoʊk/  

erect  adj. straight up and down
/iˈrɛkt/  

preponderance   n. a superiority or excess in number or quantity
/prɪ'pɑndərəns/  (

uncompromising  adj. not willing to change a decision, opinion, method, etc. : not willing 
/ʌnˈkɑmprəˌmaɪzɪŋ/ to make or accept a compromise
  

moralistic  adj. having or showing strong opinions about what is right behavior 
/ˌmɔrəlˈɪstɪk/ and what is wrong behavior
  

benevolent  adj. kind and generous
/bəˈnɛvələnt/  
  antipathetic, truculent
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impose  v. to force someone to accept (something or yourself)
/ɪmˈpoʊz/  

resume  v. to begin again or go on with again after interruption
/rɪˈzum/  

stalemate  n.  a drawn contest :  deadlock
/ˈsteɪlˌmeɪt/  

insatiable  adj. always wanting more  not able to be satisfied
/ɪnˈseɪʃəbəl/  
  quenchless
   satiate v. 

snappish  adj. feeling or showing irritation
/ˈsnæpɪʃ/  

peccadillo  n. a small mistake or fault that is not regarded as very bad or serious
/ˌpɛkəˈdɪloʊ/  

reparation  n. something that is done or given as a way of correcting a mistake 
/ˌrɛpəˈreɪʃən/ that you have made or a bad situation that you have caused
   
  n.  money that a country or group that loses a war pays because of the 
 damage, injury, deaths, etc., it has caused
  

inextricable  adj. impossible to separate : closely joined or related
/ɪnˈɛkstrɪkəbəl/  

impregnable  adj. not able to be captured by attack : very strong
/ɪmˈprɛgnəbəl/  

impotent  adj. lacking power or strength
/ˈɪmpətənt/  

precede  v.  to happen, go, or come before (something or someone)
/priˈsid/  
  predate, antedate

supplant  v. to take the place of (someone or something that is old or no longer 
/səˈplænt/ used or accepted)
  

encounter  v. to have or experience (problems, difficulties, etc.)
/ɛnˈkaʊntər/  
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beset  v. to cause problems or difficulties for (someone or something)
/biˈsɛt/  

fatigue  n. the state of being very tired : extreme weariness
/fəˈtig/  

offish  adj. somewhat cold and reserved
/ˈɔfɪʃ/  

jockey  v. to do something in an effort to get an advantage
/ˈdʒɑki/  

perceptive  adj. having or showing an ability to understand or notice something 
/pərˈsɛptɪv/ easily or quickly
  

shortcut  n. a quicker or easier way to do something
/ʃɔrtˌkʌt/  

jubilant  adj. feeling or expressing great joy : very happy
/ˈdʒubələnt/  

sensuous   adj. affecting the senses in a pleasing way : pleasant, attractive, or 
/ˈsɛnʃuəs/ appealing in a way that produces or suggests feelings of physical or 
 sexual pleasure
  

controversial  adj. relating to or causing much discussion, disagreement, or  
/ˌkɑntrəˈvɜrʃəl/ argument: likely to producecontroversy"
  

seamy  adj. of or relating to unpleasant and usually illegal things (such as 
/ˈsimi/ crime, drugs, etc.)
  
  decent and respectable

pledge  v. to formally promise to give or do (something)
/plɛdʒ/  

retain  v. to keep (someone) in a position, job, etc.
/rɪˈteɪn/  
  discard

disproportionate   adj. having or showing a difference that is not fair, reasonable, or 
/ˌdɪsprəˈpɔrʃənɪt/ expected : too large or too all in relation to something
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temper  v. to make (something) less severe or extreme
/ˈtɛmpər/  
  moderate

outdo  v. to do better than (someone or something) : to be more successful 
/ˌaʊtˈdu/ than (someone or something)
  

abash  v. to destroy the self possession or self confidence of   disconcert
/əˈbæʃ/  

unexceptional  adj. not unusually good, interesting, etc. : not exceptional
/ˌʌnɛkˈsɛpʃənəl/  

obtrusive  adj. tending to bother people by appearing where you are not welcome 
/əbˈtrusɪv/ or invited; noticeable in an unpleasant or annoying way
   

impasse  n. a situation in which no progress seems possible
/ˈɪmˌpæs/  

superficial  adj. presenting only an appearance without substance or significance
/ˌsupərˈfɪʃəl/  表 
  adj. concerned only with the obvious or apparent :  shallow
  
  shallow

moderate  adj. avoiding extremes of behavior or expression :  observing 
/'mɑdərət/ reasonable limits 
   
  adj. professing or characterized by political or social beliefs that are 
 not extreme
  ( )

decode  v. to find or understand the true or hidden meaning of (something)
/diˈkoʊd/  

vagary  n. an erratic, unpredictable, or extravagant manifestation, action, or 
/ˈveɪgəri/ notion
  

evangelist  n.  someone who talks about something with great enthusiasm
/iˈvændʒəlɪst/  

pedigree  n.  the origin and history of something especially when it is good or 
/ˈpɛdɪˌgri/ impressive
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prominent  adj. important and well-known
/ˈprɑmənənt/   
  adj. sticking out in a way that is easily seen or noticed
  
  salient

enforce  v. to make (a law, rule, etc.) active or effective : to make sure that 
/ɛnˈfɔrs/ people do what is required by (a law, rule, etc.)
  

amid  prep. in or into the middle of (something)
/əˈmɪd/  

boost  v. to increase the force, power, or amount of (something)
/bust/  

staggering  adj. very large, shocking, or surprising
/ˈstægərɪŋ/  

imperil  v. to put (something or someone) in a dangerous situation
/ɪmˈpɛrəl/  

piety  n. devotion to God : the quality or state of being pious
/ˈpaɪəti/  

flair  n. an unusual and appealing quality or style
/flɛr/  

braggadocio  n. the annoying or exaggerated talk of someone who is trying to sound 
/ˌbrægəˈdoʊʃiˌoʊ/ very proud or brave
  

hurtle  v. to cause (something or someone) to move or go with great speed 
/ˈhɜrtəl/ and force
  

savor  v. to enjoy (something) for a long time
/ˈseɪvər/  

eviscerate  v. to deprive of vital content or force
/iˈvɪsərˌeɪt/  
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mince  v. to utter or pronounce with affectation
/mɪns/   
  v. to restrain (words) within the bounds of decorum
  表

exterminate  v. to destroy or kill (a group of animals, people, etc.) completely
/ɛkˈstɜrməˌneɪt/  
  terminate v. 

intact  adj. not broken or damaged : having every part
/ɪnˈtækt/  

belittle  v. to describe (someone or something) as little or unimportant
/biˈlɪtəl/  

obstruct  v. to slow or block the movement, progress, or action of (something or 
/əbˈstrʌkt/ someone)
  

proximity  n. the state of being near
/prɑkˈsɪməti/  

harness  v. to use (something) for a particular purpose
/ˈhɑrnɪs/  

spurious  adj. not genuine, sincere, or authentic
/ˈspjʊriəs/  

apocryphal  adj. well-known but probably not true
/əˈpɑkrəfəl/  

applaud  v. to express approval of or support for (something or someone)
/əˈplɔd/  

bifurcate  v. to cause to divide into two branches or parts
/ˈbaɪfərˌkeɪt/  

cacophony  n. harsh or discordant sound
/kəˈkɑfəni/  
  mellifluous
   cacophonous adj. 

catastrophe  n. a terrible disaster
/kəˈtæstrə /  
  catastrophic adj. 
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circumlocution  n. the use of an unnecessarily large number of words to express an 
/ˌsɜrkəmloʊˈkjuʃən/	 idea
  语
  circumlocutory adj. 

clairvoyance  n. ability to perceive matters beyond the range of ordinary perception
/klɛrˈvɔɪəns/  

cloying  adj. excessively sweet or sentimental
/ˈklɔɪɪŋ/  

collude  v. to work with others secretly especially in order to do something 
/kəˈlud/ illegal or dishonest
  

concord  n. a state of agreement
/ˈkɑnˌkɔrd/  
  dissonance

cosset  v. to give (someone) a lot of care and attention or too much care and 
/ˈkɑsɪt/ attention
  

counterbalance  n. any force or influence that balances or offsets another
/ˈkaʊntərˌbæləns/  
  offset 
  v. to offset
  

covet  v. to feel inordinate desire for what belongs to another
/ˈkʌvɪt/  

cursory  adj. performed rapidly with little attention to detail
/ˈkɜrsəri/  
  casual, perfunctory

weary  adj. having one's patience, tolerance, or pleasure exhausted
/ˈwɪri/   
  adj. lacking strength, energy, or freshness because of a need for rest 
 or sleep
  

peripheral  adj. not relating to the main or most important part
/pəˈrɪfərəl/  
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perspicacious  adj. of acute mental vision or discernment
/ˌpɜrspɪˈkeɪʃəs/  

sleazy  adj. dishonest or immoral
/ˈslizi/  
  sordid

indemnify  v. to make compensation to for incurred hurt, loss, or damage
/ɪnˈdɛmnɪˌfaɪ/  

eyesore  n. something offensive to view
/ˈaɪˌsɔr/  

archive  v. to file or collect in or as if in an archive
/ˈɑrˌkaɪv/  

xenophobic  adj. marked by unduly fearful of what si foreign and especially of 
/ˌzɛnoʊˈfoʊbik/ people of foreign origin
  

ineffable  adj. too great, powerful, beautiful, etc., to be described or expressed
/ɪnˈɛfəbəl/  表

fluid  adj. characterized by or employing a smooth easy style 
/ˈfluɪd/   
  adj. available for various uses 
  

despotic  adj. marked by absolute power and authority
/dɛsˈpɑtɪk/  

capitulate  v. to stop fighting an enemy or opponent
/kəˈpɪtʃjʊˌleɪt/  

abominate  v. to feel great hatred for (someone or something)
/əˈbɑməˌneɪt/  
  esteem
   abomination n. 

accommodate  v. to bring into agreement or concord 
/əˈkɑməˌdeɪt/   
  v. to provide what is needed or wanted for (someone or something)
   
  v. to make room for
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mandate  v. to officially demand or re uire (something)
/ˈmænˌdeɪt/  

saturate  v. to fill (something) completely with something
/ˈsætʃəˌreɪt/   
  v. to make (something) very wet
  
  dehydrate

untoward  adj. adverse or inauspicious
/ʌnˈtoʊərd/  
  favorable 
  adj. not proper or appropriate
   
  adj. difficult to guide, manage, or work with
  

peruse  v. to examine or read (something) in a very careful way
/pəˈruz/  

enthrall  v. to hold the attention of (someone) by being very exciting, interesting, 
/ɛnˈθrɔl/ or beautiful
  

nonplus  v. to perplex
/nɑnˈplʌs/  

phlegmatic  adj. not easily upset, excited, or angered
/flɛɡˈmætɪk/  

antidote  n. something that corrects or improves the bad effects of something
/ˈæntɪdot/  

impersonal  adj. not engaging the human personality or emotions
/ɪmˈpɜːsənəl/   
  adj. having no personal reference or connection
  

ensue  v. to come afterward
/ɛnˈsu/  

cater  v. to supply what is required or desired
/ˈkeɪtər/  
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clot  v. to become thick and partly solid
/klɑt/  

elate  v. to make (someone) very happy and excited
/iˈleɪt/  
  delight

avert  v. to prevent (something bad) from happening
/əˈvɜrt/  
  forestall

fad  n. a fashion that is taken up with great enthusiasm for a brief period of 
/fæd/ time; a craze
  
  faddish adj. 

ape  v. to imitate or mimic in an inept way
/eɪp/  

irk  v. to annoy
/ɜrk/  
  irksome adj. 

ebb  v. to get worse
/ɛb/  
  declining, waning 
  v. to fall back from the flood stage 
  

yen  n. a strong desire or propensity
/jɛn/  

opt  v. to make a choice
/ɑpt/  
  option n. 

curb  v. to check, restrain, or control
/kɜrb/   
  n. something that checks or restrains
  

curt  adj. sparing of words
/kɜrt/  语
  terse, taciturn, laconic 
  adj. rudely brief or abrupt in speech
  短
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snag  n. an unexpected problem or difficulty
/snæg/  
  hitch

glut  n. an excessive quantity
/glʌt/  
  plethora, surfeit
   dearth 
  v. to fill especially with food to satiety
  
  gluttonous adj. 

woo  v. to try to attract
/wu/  

coax  v. to influence or gently urge by caressing or flattering
/koʊks/  
  cajole

bent  adj. strongly inclined 
/bɛnt/   
  n. a special inclination or capacity
  

balk  v. to refuse abruptly
/bɔk/  )

avid  adj. desirous to the point of greed
/ˈævɪd/  
  indifferent

agog  adj. full of intense interest or excitement
/əˈɡɑɡ/  

tout  v. to promote or praise energetically
/taʊt/  
  cast aspersion on

awry  adj. away from the correct course
/əˈraɪ/  

quip  n. a clever, witty remark
/kwɪp/  
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aver  v. to say (something) in a very strong and definite way
/əˈvɜr/  
  assert
   deny

quash  v. to annul or put an end to 
/kwɑʃ/  
  v. to suppress or extinguish completely
  

glib  adj. performed with a natural, offhand ease
/glɪb/  
  labored 
  adj. marked by ease and fluency in speaking or writing often to the 
 point of being insincere or deceitful
  

roil  v. to cause to be in a state of agitation or disorder
/rɔɪl/  ...

rant  v. to speak or write in an angry or emotionally charged manner
/rænt/  
  diatribe

lull  v. to cause to sleep or rest
/lʌl/   
  n. a relatively calm interval
  
  respite
   increased activity

avow  v. to acknowledge or declare openly and unashamedly
/əˈvaʊ/  

trio  n. a group of three
/ˈtrioʊ/  

sage  adj. very wise
/seɪdʒ/  
  sagacious adj.  
  n. one distinguished for wisdom
  

lurk  v. to exist unobserved or unsuspected
/lɜrk/   

List 16-20.indd   184 2016/9/30   8:45:56



185

Word List 1

  v. to move furtively
  

hoax  v. to deceive or cheat
/hoʊks/  

flit  v. to move quickly from one condition or location to another
/flɪt/  
  plod

apex  n. the highest point or the highest level
/ˈepɛks/  

spur  v. to incite or stimulate
/spɜr/  
  foster

scant  adj. inadequately supplied
/skænt/  
  limited
   profuse

abhor  v. to dislike very much 
/æbˈhɔr/  
  admire
   abhorrent adj. 

prone  adj. having a tendency or inclination
/proʊn/  

usurp  v. to seize and hold in possession by force without right
/juˈsɜrp/  
  abdicate

pithy  adj. forceful and brief
/ˈpɪθi/  
  pith n. 

tonic  adj. restorative or stimulating to health or well-being
/ˈtɑnɪk/  
  restorative
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niche  n. a special area of demand for a product or service
/nɪtʃ/   
  n. a situation or activity specially suited to a person s interests, 
 abilities, or nature
  

trite  adj. not evoking interest because of overuse or repetition 
/traɪt/  

stoic  adj. seemingly indifferent to or unaffected by pleasure or pain
/ˈstoʊɪk/  

murky  adj. dark or dim
/ˈmɜrki/   
  adj. not clearly known, understood, or expressed 
  ,

blunt  adj. saying or expressing something in a very direct way that may 
/blʌnt/ upset some people
   
  adj. obtuse in understanding or discernment
   
  adj. having an edge or point that is not sharp
   
  v. to make less sharp
  ...

flout  v. to treat with contemptuous disregard
/flaʊt/  
  disregard, defy

rue  n. regret, sorrow
/ru/  

shun  v. to avoid
/ʃʌn/  
  eschew
  seek
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idle  adj. not working, active, or being used
/ˈaɪdəl/  
  active 
  adj. having no value, use, or significance
  

crass  adj. so crude and unrefined as to be lacking in discrimination and 
/kræs/ sensibility
  
  refined 
  adj. used as a pejorative intensifier
  语

apt  adj. exactly suitable
/æpt/   
  adj. having a natural tendency 
   
  adj. quick to learn or understand
  

hone  v. to perfect or make more intense or effective
/hoʊn/  
  enhance
   blunt

veto  v. to reject (a proposed law) officialy
/ˈvitoʊ/  

blur  v. to make (something) unclear or difficult to see or remember
/blɜr/  ...

verge  n. an area along the edge of a road, path, etc.
/vɜrdʒ/   
  n. brink or threshold
  

swift  adj. happening or done quickly or immediately
/swɪft/   
  adj. smart or intelligent
  

sever  v. to divide into parts
/ˈsɛvər/   
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  v. to cut off (a part) from a whole
  

extol  v. to praise highly
/ɛkˈstoʊl/  

exalt  v. to praise, or honor
/ɛgˈzɔlt/  
  valorize 
  v. to raise in rank, character, or status
  

tweak  v. to twist sharply
/twik/   
  v. to make usually small adjustments in
  

verve  n. great energy and enthusiasm
/vɜrv/  

coy  adj. having a shy or sweetly innocent quality
/kɔɪ/   
  adj. showing reluctance to make a definite commitment 
  
  frank

whit  n. a very small amount
/hwɪt/  

pine  v. to yearn intensely and persistently especially for something 
/paɪn/ unattainable
   
  v. to become thin and weak because of sadness or loss 
  

demur  v. to disagree politely with another person s statement or suggestion
/diˈmɜr/  

belie  v. to give a false impression of 
/biˈlaɪ/   
  v. to run counter to 
  ...
  contradict 
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  v. to show (something) to be false or wrong
  ...
  aver

spike  v. to increase greatly in a short period of time
/spaɪk/  短

quell  v. to end or stop (something) usually by using force
/kwɛl/  
  ferment

vapid  adj. lacking liveliness
/ˈvæpɪd/  
  jejune

venal  adj. open to bribery
/ˈvinəl/  

hitch  n. a hidden problem that makes something more complicated or 
/hɪtʃ/ difficult to do
  
  snag

rebut  v. to refute by offering opposing evidence or arguments
/rɪˈbʌt/  

delve  v. to search deeply and laboriously 
/dɛlv/   
  v. to discuss or explain a subject in detail
  

totem  n. a venerated emblem or symbol
/ˈtoʊtəm/  

edify  v. to instruct especially so as to encourage intellectual, moral, or 
/ˈɛdɪˌfaɪ/ spiritual improvement
  

grip  v. to get and hold the interest or attention of (someone)
/grɪp/  

mimic  v. to imitate or copy
/ˈmɪmɪk/  
  mimicry n. 

gauge  v. to evaluate or estimate
/geɪdʒ/  
  reckon

List 16-20.indd   189 2016/9/30   8:45:57



190

deter  v. to prevent (something) from happening
/diˈtɜr/  
  constrain

bogus  adj. not real or genuine
/ˈboʊgəs/  

cloak  v. to hide or disguise
/kloʊk/  

aloof  adj. removed or distant either physically or emotionally 
/əˈluf/  

akin  adj. essentially similar, related, or compatible
/əˈkɪn	/  

croon  v. to sing in a low soft voice
/krun/  
  warble

bland  adj. dull or insipid
/blænd/  
  insipid 
  adj. pleasant in manner 
  

surly  adj. rude and unfriendly
/ˈsɜrli/  
  sullen

probe  v. to search into and explore very thoroughly
/proʊb/  

hoard  n. / v. to collect and hide a large amount of 
/hɔrd/  

sap  n. vitality
/sæp/   
  v. to deplete or weaken gradually
  ...

rive  v. to divide into pieces
/raɪv/  

riot  n. a situation in which a large group of people behave in a violent and 
/ˈraɪət/ uncontrolled way
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glum  adj. sad or depressed
/glʌm/  

whet  v. to make sharper or stronger
/hwɛt/   
  v. to make keen or more acute
  ...

plod  v. to work laboriously and monotonously 
/plɑd/  
  slog
   gambol 
  v. to proceed slowly or tediously
  

gloat  v. to show in an improper or selfish way that you are happy with your 
/gloʊt/ own success or another person’s failure
  

loath  adj. unwilling to do something
/loʊθ/  
  reluctant

chic  adj. fashionable style
/ʃik/  

sham  adj. not genuine
/ʃæm/  

don  v. to put on
/dɑn/  

oust  v. to cause or force to leave a position 
/aʊst/  
  expel, banish 
  v. to take the place of 
  

sift  v. to separate or remove
/sɪft/  

expel  v. to officials force (someone) to leave a place or organization
/ɛkˈspɛl/  
  oust, banish
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loose  adj. not tightly fastened, attached or held
/lus/  
  loosen v. 

adept  adj. very good at doing something hard
/əˈdɛpt/  
  proficient

lapse  v. to go out of existence
/læps/  
 
  n. a slight error usually caused by lack of attention or forgetfulness
  

guile  n. deceitful cunning 
/gaɪl/  
  deviousness
   guileless adj. 

decay  v. to decline in health, strength, or vigor
/diˈkeɪ/  
  deterioration

sloth  n. the quality of being lazy
/slɔθ/  

dwarf  v. to cause to appear smaller or to seem inferior
/dwɔrf/  ...

deify  v. to treat (someone or something) like a god or goddess
/ˈdiəˌfaɪ/  ...

hoary  adj. extremely old
/ˈhɔri/  

pique  v. to make someone annoyed or angry
/pik/  
  piquant adj. 

hubris  n. exaggerated pride or self confidence
/ˈhjubrɪs/  
  arrogant

hew  v. to confirm or adhere
/hju/  
  conform 
  v. to cut down (a tree)
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tilt  v. / n. slant or bias
/tɪlt/  
  list

feat  n. an act or achievement that shows courage, strength, or skill
/ t/  

marvel  v. to feel great surprise, wonder, or admiration
/ˈmɑrvəl/   
  n. one that causes wonder or astonishment
  

leak  v. to give out (information) surreptitiously
/lik/  
  leakage n. 

guild  n. an organized group of people who have joined together because 
/gɪld/ they share the same job or interest;
  

slur  n. an insulting or disparaging remark or innuendo
/slɜr/  
  aspersion
   flattery 
  v. to slide or slip over without due mention, consideration, or emphasis
  
  pronounce clearly

cede  v. to give control of (something) to another person, group, government, 
/sid/ etc.
  

backwater  n. a place or situation regarded as isolated, stagnant, or backward
/ˈbækˌwɔtər/  

moonshine  n. empty talk; foolish or untrue words 
/ˈmunˌʃaɪn/  

brainchild  n. a product of one’s creative effort 
/ˈbreɪnˌtʃaɪld/  ( )

deadpan  adj. impassively matter-of-fact, as in style, behavior, or expression
/ˈdɛdˌpæn/  表

sidestep  v. bypass, evade
/ˈsaɪdˌstɛp/  
  circumvent
   confront directly
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upshot  n. the final result
/ˈʌpˌʃɑt/  

upbeat  adj. positive and cheerful
/ˈʌpˌbit/  

downsize  v. to reduce in size 
/ˈdaʊnˌsaɪz/   
  v. to fire (employees) for the purpose of downsizing a business 
  

impressionable  adj. easy to influence 
/ɪmˈprɛʃənəbəl/  

personable  adj. pleasant or amiable in person
/ˈpɜrsənəbəl/  

inviting  adj. attractive
/ɪnˈvaɪtɪŋ/  

liken  v. compare
/ˈlaɪkən/  

wholesale  adj. affecting large numbers of people or things 
/ˈhoʊlˌseɪl/  

wholesome  adj. promoting health of body
/ˈhoʊlsəm/  

romanticize  adj. to make romantic : treat as idealized or heroic
/roˈmæntɪˌsaɪz/  
   idealized

defining  adj. critically important
/diˈfaɪn/  

telling  adj. carrying great weight and producing a marked effect
/ˈtɛlɪŋ/  

dour  adj. gloomy, sullen
/dʊr/  

teem  v. to become filled to overflowing 
/tim/  

backbone  n. the main support or major sustaining factor
/ˈbækˌboʊn/  
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pronounced  adj. strongly marked
/prəˈnaʊnst/  

calculated  adj. carefully planned for a particular and often improper purpose
/'kælkjuletɪd/  

backfire  v. to have the reverse of the desired or expected effect
/ˈbækˌfaɪr/  

redoubtable  adj. causing or deserving great fear or respect
/rɪˈdaʊtəbəl/  
  unimpressive

gridlock  n. a situation in which streets are so full that vehicles cannot move
/ˈgrɪdˌlɑk/   
  n. a situation in which no progress can be made
  

bookish  adj. more interested in reading books and studying than doing more 
/ˈbʊkɪʃ/ physical activities (such as sports) 
  

wanting  adj. not being up to standards or expectations 
/ˈwɑntɪŋ/  
  flawed
  satisfactory

airtight  adj. impermeable to air or nearly so
/ˈɛrˌtaɪt	/   
  adj. having no noticeable weakness, flaw or loophole
  

lest  conj. for fear that
/lɛst/  

streamline  v. to make simpler or more efficient
/ˈstrimˌlaɪn/   
  v. to bring up to date 
  

grandstand  adj. done for show or to impress on lookers
/ˈgrændˌstænd/   
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  v. to play or act so as to impress onlookers
  

smother  v. to kill someone by covering the face so that breathing is not possible
/ˈsmʌðər/  ... 
  v. to try to keep from happening
  

effortless  adj. showing or requiring little or no effort
/ˈɛfərtlɪs/  

discerning  adj. showing insight and understanding 
/dɪˈzɜrnɪŋ/  
  perceptive, insightful

rife  adj. prevalent especially to an increasing degree
/raɪf/  
  pervasive
  sparse

girth  n. size
/gɜrθ/   
  n. a measure around a body
  

hard-boiled  adj. devoid of sentimentality; tough
/ˈhɑrdˈbɔɪld/  

spiteful  adj. having or showing a desire to harm, anger, or defeat someone
/ˈspaɪtfəl/  

forbear  v. to control oneself when provoked
/fɔrˈbɛr/  

wont  adj. inclined, apt
/wɔnt/  

enjoin  v. to prevent someone from doing something
/ɛnˈdʒɔɪn/  

glean  v. to gather or collect in a gradual way
/glin/  
  obtain

glisten  v. to shine with light reflected off a wet surface 
/ˈglɪsən/  表
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cleave  v. to adhere firmly and closely or loyally and unwaveringly 
/kliv/   
  v. to split with sharp instrument 
  

undue  adj. exceeding what is appropriate or normal 
/ʌnˈdu/  
  excessive

qualm  n. an uneasy feeling about the propriety or rightness of a course of 
/kwɑm/ action
  
  misgiving

inestimable  adj. impossible to estimate or compute
/ɪnˈɛstəməbəl/   
  adj. invaluable
  

mishap  n. an unfortunate accident 
/ˈmɪsˌhæp/  

brink  n. the point at which something is likely to begin
/brɪŋk/  ( )  
  n. the upper edge of a steep or vertical slope
  ( )

underpin  v. to strengthen or support (something) from below
/ˌʌndərˈpɪn/  

bleak  adj. gloomy and somber
/blik/   
  adj. cold and cutting
   
  adj. unsheltered and barren
  

whisk  v. to move something or  someone to anther place nimbly and quickly
/hwɪsk/  

savvy  adj. well informed and perceptive
/ˈsævi/   
  n. practical understanding or knowledge of something
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buoy  v. to keep afloat or aloft
/ˈbui/    
  v. to hearten or inspire
  

makeshift  n. a usually crude and temporary expedient
/ˈmeɪkˌʃɪft/   
  adj. suitable as a temporary or expedient substitute
  

forthwith  adv. without delay 
/fɔrθˈwɪð/  

cornerstone  n. an indispensable and fundamental basis 
/ˈkɔrnərˌstoʊn/  

bedrock  n. the very basis
/ˈbɛdˌrɑk/  
  foundation

resourceful  adj. able to act effectively or imaginatively, especially in difficult 
/rɪˈsɔrsfəl/ situations
  

appreciable  adj. capable of being perceived or measured
/əˈpriʃəbəl/  

sate  v. to cloy with overabundance
/seɪt/  ... 
  v. to appease by indulging to the full 
  ...

stonewall  v. to refuse to comply or cooperate with
/ˈstoʊnˌwɔl/   
  v. to engage in delaying tactics
  

involuntary   adj. not done or made consciously
/ɪn'vɑləntɛri/  

astronomical  adj. immense
/ˌæstrə'nɑmɪkl/   
  adj. of or relating to astronomy 
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misgiving  n. doubt, distrust, or apprehension
/ˌmɪsˈgɪvɪŋ/  
  trepidation, qualm

testy  adj. irritated, impatient, or exasperated
/ˈtɛsti/  
  patient

categorical  adj. being without exception or ualification; absolute
/ˌkætəˈgɔrɪkəl	/  

recollect  v. to remember something
/ˌrɛkəˈlɛkt/  

peerless  adj. being such as to have no match
/ˈpɪrlɪs/  

proofread  v. to read in order to find errors and mark corrections
/ˈprufˌrid/  

heartfelt  adj. deeply or sincerely felt
/ˈhɑrtˌfɛlt/  
  sincere

vainglorious  adj. excessively proud of oneself
/veɪnˈglɔriəs/  

override  v. to make (something) no longer valid
/ˌoʊvərˈraɪd/   
  v. to have more importance or influence than (something) 
  ...

hereabouts  adv. in this vicinity
/ˌhɪrəˈbaʊt/  附

groundless  adj. not based on facts
/ˈgraʊndlɪs/  
  unwarranted

uneventful  adj. lacking in significant events
/ˌʌniˈvɛntfəl/  

daredevil  adj. recklessly and often ostentatiously daring
/dɛrˌdɛvəl/  
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incomparable  adj. better than any other
/ɪnˈkɑmpərəbəl/  

towering  adj. impressively high or great
/ˈtaʊərɪŋ/   
  adj. reaching a high point of intensity
   
  adj. going beyond proper bounds 
  

slapdash  adj. quick and careless
/slæpˌdæʃ/  

invaluable  adj. extremely valuable or useful
/ɪnˈvæljuəbəl/  

slipshod  adj. very careless or poorly done or made
/ˈslɪpˌʃɑd/  

heartrending  adj. causing great sadness or sorrow
/ˈhɑrtˌrɛndɪŋ/  

retiring  adj. quiet and shy
/rɪˈtaɪrɪŋ/  

belabor  v. to attack or criticize
/biˈleɪbər/  

yardstick  n. a standard for making a critical judgement
/ˈjɑrdˌstɪk/  

downcast  adj. low in spirit
/ˈdaʊnˌkæst/  

telltale  adj. indicating or giving evidence of something 
/ˈtɛlˌteɪl/   
  n. informer
  

moody  adj. given to frequent changes of mood
/ˈmudi/   
  adj. expressive of a mood, especially a sullen or gloomy mood
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discriminating  adj. discerning, judicious
/dɪˈskrɪmɪˌneɪtɪŋ/  

collected  adj. self-possessed; composed
/kəˈlɛktɪd/   
  adj. brought or placed together from various sources
  

taxing  adj. burdensome and wearing
/ˈtæksɪŋ/  
  arduous

demanding  adj. requiring much effort or attention
/dɪˈmændɪŋ/   
  adj. requiring others to work hard or meet high expectations
  

riveting  adj. wholly absorbing or engrossing one’s attention
/ˈrɪvɪt/  

celebrated  adj. known and praised widely
/ˈsɛləˌbreɪtɪd/  

pressing  adj. demanding immediate attention
/ˈprɛsɪŋ/  

exacting  adj. making severe demands
/ɛgˈzæktɪŋ/  
  proscriptive 
  adj. requiring great care, effort
  

earnest  adj. showing or expressing sincerity or seriousness
/ˈɜrnɪst/  

unfeeling  adj. not sympathetic to others
/ʌnˈ lɪŋ/  

whereabouts  n. approximate location 
/ˈhwɛrəˈbaʊts/  

uproot  v. to destroy or remove completely
/ʌpˈrut/  
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agreeable  adj. suitable and conformable 
/əˈgriəbəl/   
  adj. to one’s liking
  

composed  adj. calm
/kəmˈpoʊzd/  

barring  prep. apart from the occurrence of; excepting
/ˈbɑrɪŋ/  ......

prohibitive  adj. so high or burdensome as to discourage purchase or use
/proʊˈhɪbətɪv/  

phenomenal  adj. extraordinary and outstanding
/fəˈnɑmənəl/  

incisive  adj. impressively direct and decisive
/ɪnˈsaɪsɪv/  
  acuity

amiss  adj. in the wrong way
/əˈmɪ/  

musty  adj. having a bad smell because of wetness, old age, or lack of fresh 
/ˈmʌsti/ air
  

needy  adj. being in need; impoverished
/ˈnidi/  

canny  adj. very clever and able to make intelligent decisions
/ˈkæni/  
  shrewd

uncanny  adj. strange or unusual in a way that is surprising or difficult to 
/ʌnˈkæni/ understand
  

mighty  adj. having or showing great strength or power
/ˈmaɪti/  

locale  n. the place where something happens
/loʊˈkæl/  
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finale  n. the last part of something (such as a musical performance, play, 
/fəˈnæli/ etc.)
  

rationale  n. the reason or explanation for something
/ˌræʃəˈnæl/  
  rational adj.  rationalize v. ...

halfhearted  adj. feeling or showing a lack of interest or enthusiasm
/ˈhæfˌhɑrtɪd/  

morale  n. the feelings of enthusiasm and loyalty that a person or group has 
/məˈræl/ about a task or job
  

proverbial  adj. commonly spoken of or widely known
/prəˈvɜrbiəl/  
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shorthand  n. a method of writing quickly by using symbols or abbreviations for 
/ˈʃɔrtˌhænd/	 sounds, words, or phrases
  

straightforward  adj. free from evasiveness or obscurity 
/ˈstreɪtˈfɔrwərd/  

madcap  adj.  marked by capriciousness, recklessness, or foolishness
/ˈmædˌkæp/  

leading  adj. most important
/ˈlidɪŋ/   
  adj. having great importance, influence, or success
  

degenerate  adj. having low moral standards
/diˈdʒɛnərɪt/   
  v. to change to a worse state or condition
  

testing  adj. difficult to deal with
/ˈtɛstɪŋ/  

lengthy  adj. protracted excessively
/ˈlɛŋkθi/  

materialize  v. to begin to happen or exist
/məˈtɪriəlˌaɪz/   
  v. to cause to appear in bodily form
  ...

calculable  adj. subject to or ascertainable by calculation
/ˈkælkjuləbəl/   
  adj. that may be counted on
  

gainsay  v. to deny or disagree with (something) 
/ˌgeɪnˈseɪ/  
  concur
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officious  adj. volunteering one's services where they are neither asked nor 
/əˈfɪʃəs/ needed
  

appraise  v. to evaluate the worth, significance, or status of 
/əˈpreɪz/  

restless  adj. not relaxed or calm
/ˈrɛstlɪs/   
  adj. having little or no rest or sleep
  

bighearted  adj.  generous, charitable
/ˈbɪɡˈhɑːtɪd/  

artless  adj. sincerely simple
/ˈɑrtlɪs/   
  adj. free from artificiality
   
  adj. made without skill
  

pitfall  n. a danger or problem that is hidden or not obvious at first
/ˈpɪtˌfɔl/  

hardy  adj. capable of withstanding adverse conditions
/ˈhɑrdi/   
  adj. audacious or brazen
  

aback  adv. by surprise
/əˈbæk/  

weighty  adj. very important and serious
/weɪti/   
  adj. powerful and telling
   
  adj. having a lot of weight
  

disown  v. to refuse to acknowledge as one's own
/dɪsˈoʊn/  

List 21-24.indd   205 2016/9/30   8:46:37



206

virtually  adv. almost
/ˈvɜrtʃuəli/  

unearth  v. to find or discover (something) that was hidden or lost
/ʌnˈɜrθ/  
  conceal

uptake  n. understanding or comprehension
/ˈʌpˌteɪk/   
  n. an act or instance of absorbing and incorporating especially into a 
 living organism, tissue, or cell
  

instrumental  adj. very important in helping or causing something to happen or be 
/ˌɪnstrəˈmɛntəl/ done
  

reserved  adj. not openly expressing feelings or opinions
/rɪˈzɜrvd/  

pretext  n. a reason that you give to hide your real reason for doing something
/ˈpriˌtɛkst/  

subtext  n. an underlying meaning, theme, etc.
/ˈsʌbˌtɛkst/  

setback  n. a checking of progress
/ˈsɛtbæk/  

backlash  n. a strong adverse reaction
/ˈbæklæʃ/  

standstill  n. a state characterized by absence of motion or of progress
/ˈstændstɪl/  

level-headed  adj. having or showing an ability to think clearly and to make good 
/ˈlɛvəlˌhɛdɪd/ decisions
  
  sober

byword  n. someone or something that is closely connected with a particular 
/ˈbaɪˌwɜrd/ quality
  

one-stop  adj.  providing or offering a comprehensive range of goods or services 
/ˈwʌnˌstɑp/ at one location; also :  provided or offered at such a location 
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upright  adj. perpendicular or vertical
/ˈʌpˌraɪt/   
  adj. marked by strong moral rectitude
  

acquired  adj. of or relating to a disease, condition, or characteristic that is not 
/əˈkwaɪr/ congenital but develops after birth.
  

rosy  adj. having or producing hope for success or happiness in the future
/ˈroʊzi/  

becoming  adj. attractively suitable
/bɪˈkʌmɪŋ/  

distance  v. to leave far behind;outstrip
/ˈdɪstəns/  , ... 
  v. to place or keep at a distance
  ...

list  n. an inclination to one side; a tilt
/lɪst/  
  upright

passage  n. the process of changing 
/ˈpæsɪdʒ/  ( )

faculty  n. a talent or natural ability for something 
/ˈfækəlti/  

function  n. an official ceremony or a formal social occasion
/ˈfʌŋkʃən/   
  v. to work or operate
  

avatar  n. someone who represents a type of person, an idea, or a quality
/ˌævəˈtɑr/  表

liberal  adj. tending to give freely; generous
/ˈlɪbərəl/   
  adj. broad-minded and not bound by orthodoxy or traditional forms
  

license  n. freedom to act however you want to 
/ˈlaɪsəns/  
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latitude  n. freedom to choose how to act or what to do 
/ˈlætəˌtud/   
  n. distance north or south of the equator measured in degrees up to 90 
 degrees
  

court  v. to behave so as to invite or incur
/kɔrt/   
  v. to attempt to gain the favor of by attention or flattery
  

contract  v. to acquire or incur
/ˈkɑnˌtrækt/  
  v. to become reduced in size
  
  dwindling

betray  v. to make known unintentionally
/biˈtreɪ/  

qualify  v. to modify, limit or restrict, as by listing exceptions or reservations
/ˈkwɔləˌfaɪ/  

stomach  v. to bear without overt reaction or resentment 
/ˈstʌmək/  

resolve  v. to make a definite and serious decision to do something
/rɪˈzɔlv/  
  resolute adj.  irresolute adj.  resolution n.  
  v. to find an answer or solution to 
  

arrest  v. to bring to a stop
/əˈrɛst/   
  v. to attract and hold the attention of 
   
  v. to use the power of the law to take and keep
  

digest  n. a summation or condensation of a body of information 
/ˈdaɪˌdʒɛst/   
  v.  to think over so as to understand (news, information, etc.) 
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nexus  n. a means of connection
/ˈnɛksəs/  
  disconnected components 
  n. the core or center
  

kindle  v. to ignite
/ˈkɪndəl/   
  v. to arouse (an emotion)
  

affle  v. to be unable to make a decision
/ˈwɑfəl/   
  v. to speak, write, or act evasively about
  

off-key  adj. being out of accord with what is considered normal or appropriate
/ˈɔfˈki/   
  adj. pitched higher or lower than the correct notes of a melody
  

consequence  n. importance in rank or position 
/ˈkɑnsɪˌkwɛns/   
  n. a logical conclusion or inference 
  

balloon  v. to increase or rise quickly 
/bəˈlun/  
  decrease slowly 
  n. 

  

fetch  v. to bring in as a price 
/fɛtʃ/  ( 
  v. to go after and bring back
  

contain  v. to hold or keep with limits;restrain
/kənˈteɪn/   
  v. to have within; hold
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stem  v. to check or go counter to 
/stɛm/  
  check 
  v. to develop as a consequence of
  

check  v. to hold in restraint
/tʃɛk/  
  stem
   prompt 
  v. to inspect so as to determine accuracy, quality, or other condition
  

still  adj. lacking motion or activity
/stɪl/   
  adj. uttering no sound
  

clinical  adj. analytical or dolly dispassionate
/ˈklɪnɪkəl/  

novel  adj. new and different from what has been known before
/ˈnɑvəl/  
  original, unexampled, unprecedented 
  adj. original or striking especially in conception or style
  

might  n. power to do something
/maɪt/  
  mighty adj. 

grave  adj. dignified and somber in conduct or character
/greɪv/  
  v. to stamp or impress deeply 
  

affect  v. to put on a false show of 
/əˈfɛkt/  
  ingenuousness
   affectation n.  
  v. to have or show a liking for 
   
  v. to have an influence on 
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flag  v. to lose vigor or strength; weaken or diminish
/flæg/  
  wax

pan  v. to criticize or review harshly
/pæn/  

compromise  v. to arrive at a settlement by making concessions
/ˈkɑmprəˌmaɪz/   
  v. to reduce in quality, value, or degree
   
  v. to impair, as by disease or injury
  
  impair

founder  v. to fail utterly; collapse
/ˈfaʊndər/   
  n. one who establishes something or formulates the basis for 
 something 
  

august  adj. respected  and dignified 
/ɔˈgʌst/  

assume  v. to pretend to have 
/əˈsum/  

pedestrian  adj. not interesting or unusual
/pɪˈdɛstriən/  
  uninspired 
  n. a person going on foot
  

champion  n. an ardent defender or supporter of a cause or another person
/ˈtʃæmpiən/  
  defender, proponent, advocate
   impugn 
  v. to defend or support 
  
  advocate, defend, espouse

coin  v. to devise (a new word or phrase)
/kɔɪn/  
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weather  v. to come through (something) safely
/ˈwɛðər/  

document  v. to methodically record the details of 
/ˈdɑkjumənt/  录
  documentation n.  
  v. to support with evidence or decisive information 
  

contest  v. to try to disprove or invalidate (something) as by argument or legal 
/kənˈtɛst/ action
  
  uncontested adj. 

intrigue  n. the activity of making secret plans 
/ɪnˈtrig/  

occasion  v. to cause something
/əˈkeɪʒən/  

effect  v. to bring about; make happen
/ɛˈfɛkt/  

spell  n. a short, indefinite period of time
/spɛl/  

husband  v. to carefully use or manage, to use sparingly
/ˈhʌzbənd/  

industry  n. the habit of working hard and steadily
/ˈɪndəstri/  
  sloth

demonstrative  adj. freely and openly showing emotion or feelings
/dɪˈmɑnstrətɪv/  

pursuit  n. an activity that one engages as a vocation, profession, or avocation
/pərˈsut/  

emergent   adj. newly formed or prominent
/iˈmɜrdʒənt/  
  emerge v.  
  adj. arising unexpectedly
   
  adj. urgent, calling for prompt action
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inform  v. to give information to 
/ɪnˈfɔrm/   
  v. to be the characteristic quality of 
  

appropriate  adj. suitable or compatible 
/əˈproʊpriˌeɪt/   
  v. to take or make use of without authority or right
  
  borrow
   lend 
  v. to set apart for or assign to a particular purpose or use
  ...... ( )

circumstantial   adj. complete and particular; full of detail
/ˌsɜrkəmˈstænʃəl/   
  adj. of, relating to, or depends on circumstances 
   
  adj. pertinent but not essential
  

project  v. to throw forward
/ˈprɑˌdʒɛkt/   
  v. to cause to appear on a surface by the controlled direction of light
   
  v. to calculate, estimate, or predict
  

subject  v. to subjugate; subdue
/ˈsʌbdʒɪkt/  

object  v. to present a dissenting or opposing argument
/ˈɑbdʒɪkt/  
  objection n. 

long  v. to have an earnest, heartfelt desire
/lɔŋ/  

pacific  adj. loving peace  not wanting war or conflict
/pəˈsɪfɪk/  
  dovish
  turbulent
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involved  adj. complicated and intricate
/ɪnˈvɑlvd/  

score  v. to achieve or accomplish
/skɔr/  ....
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intimate  adj. characterized by close personal acquaintance or familiarity
/ˈɪntɪmət/   
  v. to say or suggest in an indirect way
  

portentous  adj. giving a sign or warning that something usually bad o unpleasant 
/pɔrˈtɛntəs/ is going to happen
   
  adj. self-consciously solemn or important
  

rail  v. to express objection or criticisms in bitter, harsh, or abusive 
/reɪl/ language 
  

base  adj. having or showing a lack of decency
/beɪs/  

course  n. progression through a development or period or a series of acts or 
/kɔrs/ events
  

mount  v. to increase in amount
/maʊnt/  

count  v. to have importance
/kaʊnt/   
  v. to believe or consider to be 
  

insulate  v. to prevent the passage of heat, electricity or sound into or out of
/ˈɪnsəˌleɪt/   
  v. to keep separate from something unpleasant or dangerous
  (

row  n. a lot of loud arguing or complaining usually involving many people
/roʊ/  ( )

jade  v. to become weary or dulled
/dʒeɪd/  
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  v. to wear out by overwork or abuse
  

trammel  v. to hinder the activity or free movement of
/ˈtræməl/  
  restrain 
  n. 
  

comb  v. to search or examine systematically
/koʊm/   
  n. 

  

jealous  adj. vigilant in guarding a possession
/ˈdʒɛləs/   
  adj. feeling a mean anger toward someone because he or she is more 
 successful
  

usher  v. to cause to enter; to introduce
/ˈʌʃər/  .... 
  n. a person who leads people to their seats
  

cow  v. to make someone too afraid to do something
/kaʊ/  

hedge  n. a calculatedly noncommittal or evasive statement 
/hɛdʒ/   
  v. to avoid giving a promise or direct answer 
  (

obscure  adj. deficient in light
/əbˈskjʊr/   
  adj. not clearly understood or expressed
   ( ... ) 
  adj. not well-known
   
  v. to conceal or hide
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yield  v. to surrender or submit
/jild/  
  succumb 
  v. to be productive of 
  
  engender, output

skirt  v. to evade, as by circumlocution
/skɜrt/  
  bypass, circumvent

asset  n. a valuable person or thing
/ˈæsɛt/   
  n.  something that is owned by a person, company, etc.
  
  liability

dense  adj. thick
/dɛns/  
  concentrated 
  adj. difficult to understand because of complexity or obscurity
   
  adj. slow to apprehend
  
  witless

frown  v. to wrinkle the brow
/fraʊn/   
  v. to regard something with disapproval or distaste
  

content  adj. desiring no more than what one has
/kənˈtɛnt/   
  n. the substance or significance of a written work
  

sanction  v. to give official authorization or approval to 
/ˈsæŋkʃən/  
  endorse
   proscribe 
  n. official permission or approval
   
  n. the penalty for noncompliance with a law or legal order
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accent  v. to pronounce with accent
/ˈækˌsɛnt/   
  v. to give prominence to
  

perennial  adj. present at all seasons of the year
/pəˈrɛniəl/   
  adj. continuing without interruption
  
  long-standing
   fleeting

confound  v. to cause to become confused or perplexed 
/kənˈfaʊnd/  
  perplex, obscure, flummox
   discriminate between 
  v. to prove (someone or something) wrong; refute
  .... 
  v. to fail to distinguish; mix up
  

promise  n. an indication of future success or improvement
/ˈprɑmɪs/   
  v. to show signs of 
  

acknowledge  v. to express gratitude or obligation for 
/ækˈnɑlɪdʒ/   
  v. to say that you accept or do not deny the truth or existence of 
 (something)
  
  concede

volume  n. the degree of loudness or the intensity of a sound
/ˈvɑljum/   
  n. book
   
  n. the amount of space occupied by a three-dimensional object as 
 measured in cubic units
  

discharge  v. to tell (someone) officially that they can or must leave
/dɪsˈtʃɑrdʒ/   
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  v. to do all that is re uired to perform or fulfil
   
  v. to pay off (a debt)
  

apology  n. something that is said or written to defend something that other 
/əˈpɑlədʒi/ people criticize
   
  n. a statement saying that you are sorry about something
  

patent  adj. obvious or clear
/ˈpætənt/  

fell  v. to cut down (a tree) 
/fɛl/   
  v. to beat or knock down (someone or something)
  

appreciate  v. to increase the value of
/əˈpriʃiˌeɪt/  

  v. to be grateful for
  

reliable  adj. giving the same result on successive trials
/rɪˈlaɪəbəl/  

  adj. able to be trusted to do or provide what is needed 
  

abandon  n. a feeling or attitude of wild or complete freedom
/əˈbændən/  
  desert 
  v. to leave and never return to
  

harry  v. to disturb, distress, or exhaust by repeated demands or criticism
/ˈhæri/  

experimental  adj. using a new way of doing or thinking about something
/ɛkˌspɛrəˈmɛntəl/  
  innovative

second  v. to agree with ( a suggestion or statement)
/ˈsɛkənd/   
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  v. to give support or encouragement to 
  

usage  n. manner of treating
/ˈjusɪdʒ/  

autumn  n. the later part of someone's life or of something's existence
/ˈɔtəm/  
  autumnal adj. 

measured  adj. done with thought and care
/ˈmɛʒərd/  

entrance  v. to fill (someone) with delight and wonder
/ˈɛntrəns/  

color  v. to alter or influence to some degree, as by distortion or exaggeration 
/ˈkʌlər/  

economy  n. thrifty and efficient use of material resources
/ɪˈkɑnəmi/  
  economical adj.  
  n. the process or system by which goods and services are produced, 
 sold, and bought in a country or region
  

listless  adj. lacking energy or spirit
/ˈlɪstlɪs/  
  sluggish
   dynamic

humor  n. a funny or amusing quality
/ˈhjumər/   
  n. characteristic or habitual disposition or bent 
  

complaint  n. expression of grief, pain, or dissatisfaction
/kəmˈpleɪnt/   
  n. a bodily ailment or disease
  

tender  v. to present for acceptance: offer
/ˈtɛndər/   
  adj. very loving and gentle
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  adj. painful when touched
  

anchor  v. to hold (something) firmly in place
/ˈæŋkər/  
  dislodge 
  v. to be the strongest and most important part of (something)
   
  n. 

  

bitter  adj. angry or unhappy because of unfair treatment
/ˈbɪtər/   
  adj. being the opposite of sweet
  

husbandry  n. the activity of raising plants or animals for food
/ˈhʌzbəndri/   
  n. the management or wise use of resources 
  

anticipate  v. to look forward to (something)
/ænˈtɪsəˌpeɪt/   
  v. to foresee and deal with in advance
  ...
  foresee

hail  n.

/heɪl/   
  v./n.  used to express acclamation
  
  acclaim 
  v. to greet or summon by calling
  

anonymous  adj. not distinct or noticeable
/əˈnɑnəməs/  
  obscure 
  adj. made or done by someone unknown
  

tend  v. to apply oneself to the care of
/tɛnd/  , 
  v. to move in a particular direction
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dissipate  v. to cause (something) to spread out and disappear
/ˈdɪsəˌpeɪt/  ... 
  v. to use all or a lot of (something, such as money or time) in a foolish way
  
  dispersed

misuse  v. to treat (someone) unfairly
/mɪsˈjuz/   
  v. to use incorrectly
  
  abuse

physical  adj. existing in a form that you can touch or see
/ˈfɪzɪkəl/   
  adj. of or relating to natural science
   
  adj. relating to the body of a person instead of the mind
  

embrace  v. to accept (something or someone) readily or gladly
/ɛmˈbreɪs/   
  v. to hold someone in your arms as a way of expressing love or friendship
  

descendant  adj. moving or directed downward
/diˈsɛndənt/   
  n. someone who is related to a person or group of people who lived in 
 the past
  

abstraction  n. the state of being abstracted
/æbˈstrækʃən/   
  n. absence of mind or preoccupation
  
  generality; divorce

substantial  adj. large in amount, size, or number
/səbˈstænʃəl/   
  adj. firmly constructed
   
  adj. important or essential
  
  concrete, solid
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counterpart  n. someone or something that has the same job or purpose as another
/ˈkaʊntərˌpɑrt/  
  parallel 
  n. something that completes
  

mirror  v. to be very similar to (something)
/ˈmɪrər/  ...

enterprise  n. a systematic purposeful activity
/ˈɛntərˌpraɪz/  
  diligence 
  n. readiness to engage in daring or difficult action
  
  enterprising adj. 

shoulder  v. to assume the burden or responsibility of
/ˈʃoʊldər/  

recipe  n. a formula or procedure for doing or attaining something
/ˈrɛsəˌpi/  

factotum  n. a person whose job involves doing many different types of work
/fækˈtoʊtəm/  

disputant  n. a person who is involved in a dispute and especially in a legal 
/ˈdɪspjutənt/ dispute
  

novice  n. a person who has just started learning or doing something
/ˈnɑvɪs/  

tyro  n. a person who has just started learning or doing something : a 
/ˈtaɪroʊ/ beginner or novice
  
  neophyte
   expert

neophyte  n. a person who has just started learning or doing something
/ˈnioʊˌfaɪt/  
  tyro, novice

maverick  n. a person who refuses to follow the customs or rules of group
/ˈmævərɪk/  
  nonconformist
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martinet  n. a person who is very strict and demands obedience from others
/ˌmɑrtənˈɛt/  

sophist  n. philosopher
/ˈsɑfɪst/   
  n. a captious or fallacious reasoner
  

quibbler  n.  to argue or complain about small, unimportant things
/ˈkwɪbəl/  

pedant  n. a person who annoys other people by correcting small errors and 
/ˈpɛdənt/ giving too much attention to minor details
  

naysayer  n. a person who says something will not work or is not possible : 
/ˈneɪˌseɪər/ a person who denies, refuses, or opposes something
  

acolyte  n. someone who follows and admires a leader
/ˈækəˌlaɪt/   
  n. someone who helps the person who leads a church service
  

associate  n. a person who you work with or spend time with
/əˈsoʊʃiˌeɪt/  

canary  n. a small usually yellow or green tropical bird that is often kept in a cage
/kəˈnɛri/  

braggart  n. a person who brags a lot
/ˈbrægərt/  

dictator  n. a person who rules a country with total authority and often in a cruel 
/ˈdɪkˌteɪtər/ or brutal way
  
  dictatorial adj. 

tyrant  n. a ruler who has complete power over a country and who is cruel and 
/ˈtaɪrənt/ unfair
  

denizen  n. a person, animal, or plant that lives in or often is found in a particular 
/ˈdɛnəzən/ place or region
  

List 21-24.indd   224 2016/9/30   8:46:41



225

Word List 

bishop  n. an official in some hristian religions who is ranked higher than a 
/ˈbɪʃəp/ priest and who is usually in charge of church matters in a specific 
 geographical area
  

clergy  n. people (such as priests) who are the leaders of a religion and who 
/ˈklɜrdʒi/ perform religious services
  

prophet  n. a member of some religions (such as hristianity, udaism, and 
/ˈprɑfɪt/ Islam) who delivers messages that are believed to have come from God
  

virtuoso  n. one skilled in or having a taste for the fine arts
/ˌvɜrtʃuˈoʊsoʊ/  

progeny  n. a person who comes from a particular parent or family : the child or 
/ˈprɑdʒəni/ descendant of someone
  

hardliner  n. someone who advocates or involves a rigidly uncompromising 
/hɑrdlaɪnər/ course of action
  

dilettante  n. a person having a superficial interest in an art or a branch of 
/ˈdɪləˌtɑnt/ knowledge
  

spearhead  n. a person, thing, or group that organizes or leads something (such 
/ˈspɪrˌhɛd/ as a movement or attack)
  

vanguard  n. the group of people who are the leaders of an action or movement 
/ˈvænˌgɑrd/ in society, politics, art, etc.
  

philistine  n. a person who is guided by materialism and is usually disdainful of 
/ˈfɪlɪˌstin/ intellectual or artistic values
  
  aesthete

polymath  n. someone who knows a lot about many different things
/ˈpɑləˌmæθ/  
  encyclopedic

prodigy  n. a young person who is unusually talented in some way
/ˈprɑdədʒi/  

List 21-24.indd   225 2016/9/30   8:46:41



226

Word  List 24

spendthrift  n. a person who spends money in a careless or wasteful way
/ˈspɛndˌθrɪft/  

monger  n. broker, dealer usually used in combination
/ˈmʌŋgər/  

culprit  n. a person who has committed a crime or done something wrong
/ˈkʌlprɪt/  

curator  n. a person who is in charge of the things in a museum, zoo, etc.
/kjuˈreɪtər/  

orator  n. a person who makes speeches and is very good at making them
/ˈɔrətər/  

fledgling	  n. someone or something that is getting started in a new activity
/ˈflɛdʒlɪŋ/  
  experienced

cynic  n. a person who has negative opinions about other people and about 
/ˈsɪnɪk/ the things people do; especially : a person who believes that people are 
 selfish and are only interested in helping themselves
  

quixote  n. a quixotic person
/ˈkwiksət/  

expansionist  n. someone who holds the belief that a country should grow larger
/ɛkˈspænʃənˌɪzəm/  

electorate  n. the people who can vote in an election
/iˈlɛktərɪt/  

preservationist  n. someone who works to preserve something (such as a building or 
/ˌprɛzərˈveɪʃənɪst/ an area of land)
  

zealot  n. a person who has very strong feelings about something (such as 
/ˈzɛlət/ religion or politics) and who wants other people to have those feelings : a 
 zealous person
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extremist  n. someone who believes in and supports for ideas that are very far 
/ɪkˈstrimɪst/ from what most people consider correct or reasonable
  
  zealot

revisionist  n. someone who supports ideas and beliefs that differ from and try to 
/rɪˈvɪʒɪst/ change accepted ideas and beliefs especially in a way that is seen as 
 wrong or dishonest
  

mogul  n. a great personage :  magnate
/ˈmoʊgəl/  

guru  n. a teacher or guide that you trust
/ˈguˌru/   
  n. a person who has a lot of experience in or knowledge about a 
 particular subject
  

tycoon  n. a very wealthy and powerful business person
/taɪˈkun/  

bellwether  n. someone or something that leads others or shows what will happen 
/ˈbɛlˌwɛðər/ in the future
  

stickler  n. a person who believes that something is very important and should 
/ˈstɪklər/ be done or followed all the time
  

diehard  adj. strongly or fanatically determined or devoted
/ˈdaɪˌhɑrd/  

nonentity  n. a person who is not famous or important
/nɑˈnɛntəti/  

imposter  n. a person who deceives others by pretending to be someone else
/ɪmˈpɑstər/  

mastermind  n. a person who plans and organizes something
/ˈmæstərˌmaɪnd/  

iconoclast  n. a person who criticizes or opposes beliefs and practices that are 
/aɪˈkɑnəˌklæst/ widely accepted
  
  iconoclastic adj. 
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soothsayer  n. a person who predicts the future by magical, intuitive, or more 
/suθˌseɪər/ rational means
  

connoisseur  n. a person who knows a lot about something (such as art, wine, food, 
/ˌkɑnəˈsɜr/ etc.) : an expert in a particular subject
  
  connoisseurship n. 

boor  n. a rude and rough person
/bʊr/  

playwright  n. a person who writes plays
/ˈpleɪˌraɪt/  

despot  n. a ruler who has total power and who often uses that power in cruel 
/ˈdɛspət/ and unfair ways
  

apologist  n. one who speaks or writes in defense of someone or something
/əˈpɑlədʒɪst/  

wastrel  n. a person who wastes time, money, etc.
/ˈweɪstrəl/  

autocrat  n. a person who rules with total power
/ˈɔtəˌkræt/  

oddball  n. the use of tricks especially to hide, avoid, or get something
/ˈɑdˌbɔl/  

bore  n. one that causes boredom 
/bɔr/  

layperson  n. a member of the laity
/ˈleɪˌpɜrsən/  
  nonspecialist

has-been  n. a person who is no longer popular or successful
/ˈhæzˌbɪn/  

progenitor  n. precursor, originator
/proʊˈdʒɛnətər/  

benefactor  n. someone who helps another person, group, etc., by giving money
/ˈbɛnəˌfæktər/  
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cronyism  n. the unfair practice by a powerful person (such as a politician) of 
/ˈkroʊniˌɪzəm/ giving jobs and other favors to friends
  

nepotism  n. the unfair practice by a powerful person of giving jobs and other 
/ˈnɛpəˌtɪzəm/ favors to relatives
  
  cronyism
   nepotistic adj.

totalitarianism  n. centralized control by an autocratic authority
/ˌtəutæliˈtɛəriənizəm/  

utilitarianism  n. the belief that a morally good action is one that helps the greatest 
/juˌtɪləˈtɛriənˌɪzəm/ number of people
  

cynicism  n. cynical beliefs  beliefs that people are generally selfish and 
/ˈsɪnəˌsɪzəm/ dishonest
  

chauvinism  n. the belief that your country, race, etc., is better than any other
/ˈʃoʊvəˌnɪzəm/  目

egalitarianism  n. a belief in human equality especially with respect to social, political, 
/ɪˌgælɪˈtɛrɪənɪzəm/ and economic affairs
  

stoicism  n. the quality or behavior of a person who accepts what happens 
/ˈstoʊɪˌsɪzəm/ without complaining or showing emotion
  

altruism  n. feelings and behavior that show a desire to help other people and a 
/ˈæltruˌɪzəm/ lack of selfishness
  

anarchism  n. a belief that government and laws are not necessary
/ˈænərˌkɪzəm/  

anthropocentrism  n.  considering human beings as the most significant entity of the 
/ˌænrəupəuˈsentrizəm/ universe
  

atheism  n. a disbelief in the existence of deity
/ˈeɪθiˌɪzəm/  
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collectivism  n. a political or economic system in which the government owns 
/kəˈlɛktəˌvɪzəm/ businesses, land, etc.
  

dualism  n. the idea or belief that everything has two opposite parts or principles
/ˈduəlˌɪzəm/  

eclecticism  n. a theory or practice (as of medicine or psychotherapy) that 
/ɛkˈlɛktəˌsɪzəm/ combines doctrines or methods (as therapeutic procedures) from diverse 
 sources
  

empiricism  n. the practice of relying on observation and experiment especially in 
/ɛmˈpɪrɪˌsɪzəm/ the natural sciences
  

feminism  n. the belief that men and women should have equal rights and 
/ˈfɛməˌnɪzəm/ opportunities
  

hedonism  n. the belief that pleasure or happiness is the most important goal in 
/ˈhidənˌɪzəm/ life
  

idealism  n. the attitude of a person who believes that it is possible to live 
/aɪˈdiəlˌɪzəm/ according to very high standards of behavior and honesty
  

anthropomorphism  n. an interpretation of what is not human or personal in terms of human 
/ˌænθrəpoʊˈmɔrˌfɪzəm/ or personal characteristics
  

individualism  n. the actions or attitudes of a person who does things without being 
/ˌɪndəˈvɪdʒuəlˌɪzəm/ concerned about what other people will think
  

nihilism  n. the belief that traditional morals, ideas, beliefs, etc., have no worth 
/ˈnaɪəˌlɪzəm/ or value
  

skepticism  n. an attitude of doubting the truth of something (such as a claim or 
/ˈskɛptɪˌsɪzəm/ statement)
  

teetotalism  n. the principle or practice of complete abstinence from alcoholic drinks
/tiˈtoʊtəlˌɪzəm/  
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gore  n. blood, especially clotted blook
/gɔr/  
  n. gruesomeness depicted in vivid detail
  

fallow  adj. left uncultivated or unplanted
/ˈfæloʊ/  
  sterile

unruly  adj. hard to control, restrain, or keep in order
/ʌnˈruli/  

synoptic  adj. presenting a general view or summary
/sɪˈnɑptɪk/  

conviction  n. a strong belief
/kənˈvɪkʃən/  
  certainty 
  n. a convicting or being convicted
  

patrimony  n. property that is given to somebody when their father dies
/ˈpætrɪmoʊni/  
  patrimonial

vicarious  adj. felt or experienced by watching or reading about somebody else
/vaɪˈkeriəs/ doing something, rather than by doing it yourself"
  

ductile  adj. capable of being bent or pulled into different shapes
/ˈdʌktaɪl/  

dolorous  adj. very sorrowful or sad
/ˈdoʊlərəs/  

antiquated  adj. old-fashioned and no longer suitable for modern conditions
/ˈæntɪkweɪtɪd/  
  old-fashioned
   outdated

wayward  adj. following one's own capricious, wanton, or depraved inclinations
/ˈweɪwərd/  
  errant 
  adj. following no clear principle or law
  
  unpredictable
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errant  adj. moving about aimlessly or irregularly
/ˈɛrənt/  
  wayward 
  adj. behaving wrongly
  

cannibalize  v. to draw on as a major source
/ˈkænəbəlˌaɪz/  ... 
  v. to deprive of vital elements or resources, such as personnel, 
 equipment, or funding, for use elsewhere:
  

discordant  adj. being at variance : disagreeing
/dɪsˈkɔrdənt/   
  adj. disagreeable in sound; harsh or dissonant.
  

insinuate  v. to introduce (as an idea) gradually or in a subtle, indirect, or covert 
/ɪnˈsɪnjuˌeɪt/  ( 表 ) 
  v. to introduce (as oneself) by stealthy, smooth, or artful means 
  表

slinky  adj. stealthy, furtive, and sneaking
/ˈslɪŋki/  

attune  v. to bring into harmony 
/əˈtjuːn/  

bluster  v. to talk or act with noisy swaggering threats 
/ˈblʌstər/   
  n. Loud, arrogant speech, often full of empty threats
  

nonsensical  adj. lacking intelligible meaning
/nɑnˈsɛnsɪkəl/  
  illogical 
  adj. foolish; absurd
  

excavate  v. to make a hole in; hollow out
/ˈɛkskəˌveɪt/  

villainous  adj. appropriate to a villain, as in wickedness or depravity
/ˈvɪlənəs/  

List 21-24.indd   232 2016/9/30   8:46:43



233

Word List 

drudgery  n. tedious, menial, or unpleasant work
/ˈdrʌdʒəri/  

millstone  n. a heavy weight; a burden
/ˈmɪlˌstoʊn/  
  encumbrance

canard  n. an unfounded or false, deliberately misleading story
/kəˈnɑrd/  

accolade  n. an expression of approval; praise
/ˈækəˌleɪd/  
  laurel 
  v. to praise or honor
  

laurel  n. honor and glory won for great achievement
/ˈlɔrəl/  
  accolade
  v. to honor, especially with an award or a prize
  

shrill  v. to utter in a shrill manner; scream
/ʃrɪl/  

skim  v. to read or glance through (a book, for example) quickly or 
/skɪm/ superficially
  

cupidity  n. a strong desire for money or possessions
/kjuːˈpɪdɪtɪ/  
  avarice

square  v. to agree or cause to agree
/skwɛə/  
  conform
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at a premium
Property is an excellent investment, particularly in Dublin, where space is at a premium but 
demand remains high.

be at odds with
Blake's version of night’s events was at odds with the official police report.

without fail
I go to the gym every Monday and Wednesday, without fail.

nothing short of

His accusation is nothing short of slander and has no value.

The party was nothing short of a disaster as it ended early and people went home unhappy.

keep something at bay ,
 If we can keep the rabbits at bay, we should have a good crop of vegetables in the garden.

on a par with
This home cooking is on a par with the best restaurant cuisine in the world.

substitute A for B A B
You can substitute oil for butter in this cookie recipe.

accuse somebody of doing
He accused his assistant of theft in the office.

charge somebody with something / charge somebody with doing something

He was charged with resisting arrest when he was approached by the police and ran
The governing body is charged with managing the school within its budget.

dubious distinction
He is the lawyer with the dubious distinction of having lost the most cases in the firm.

on top of that
e missed our flight, and on top of that we had to wait seven hours for the next one.

for all
For all her protests about the exposure to paparazzi, the pop star still loved the attention.

附录  佛脚短语表
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but for
 I walk along Broadway Street, which is deserted but for the occasional taxi cab.

exact a toll / exact a high(heavy) price
His high pressure job has exacted a toll on his health.

collate … into …
The secretary helps him collate the documents into color-coded folders by order of 
importance.

some …, others …, and still others …
Some people like apples, others like oranges and still others enjoy bananas.

rest on  
hristianity rests on the belief that esus was the son of od.

and the like  
The school contains courts for tennis and badminton and the like.

anything but
She was anything but friendly the last time I asked for her help on an assignment.

all but

The game was all but over by the time we arrived 2 hours later.
)

The judge cleared the court of all but herself and the witness.

let alone
Some people never even read a newspaper on a regular basis, let alone an entire book.

not the least
The upcoming proposal will have a huge impact on the environment, not the least in relation 
to the preservation of pandas.

dispense with
They've had to dispense with a lot of luxuries since Mike lost his job.

turn one’s back on
This company can’t afford to turn its back on tourism as it makes up more than 50% of the 
company s profit.

take issue with
I took issue with his interpretation of the author’s tone in this passage. 
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conjure up
For some readers of Victorian novels, the word "England" may conjure up images of pretty 
gardens and tea parties.

only too … to …
I am only too glad to return home after my vacation was ruined by the continuous rain.

a far cry from
This apartment is a far cry from the one they had lived in before.

by virtue of
By virtue of her extensive experience and her wealth of practical knowledge, 87-year-
old Louisa Vigil was regarded by her family in New Mexico as its chief advice-giver and 
matriarch.

give way to
In some areas, modern intensive farming is giving way to the re-introduction of traditional 
methods.

bring about
he  brought about his company's collapse by his reckless spending.

in response to
The new law was passed by the town council in response to complaints from residents.

by and large
By and large, the people of this state are satisfied with the governor's policies.

at large
The public at large doesn't take the noise issue too seriously.

in sharp ( stark ) contrast to
Sales this month were up, in sharp contrast to the poor sales of the last few months.

run-of-the-mill
He gave a fairly run-of-the-mill performance at the speech contest.

state-of-the-art
The school uses the state-of-the-art computers and gadgets in its newly renovated 
classrooms.

step down
Upon graduation, she stepped down as captain of the tennis team.

a minor rash of
The minor rash of engine failures on this plane was found to be due to fatigue of the metal.
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pertain to ..
We are only interested in the parts of the news that pertain to local issues.

be central / peripheral to /
Technology was central to the discussion of how to help the poorest nations get internet 
connection.

he detective wants to find out who the thief was  getting the money back was a peripheral 

issue.

be accountable for
As the leader programmer, he knew he would be accountable for any flaws in the code.

stem from / spring from
Their disagreement stems from an initial misunderstanding.

as somebody puts it
s ohn olt puts it concisely: "Learning, to me, means making more sense of the world 

around us, and being able to do more things in it."

prop up
He is able to sit upright in his hospital bed after being propped up by pillows.

be attributed / attributable to
Her illness was attributable to poor air ventilation in the workplace.

caution against doing
Many economists caution against reading too much into a single month’s report as it is 
likely to be prone to variations.

stop short of doing
Eliot’s satire, unlike Austen’s, stops short of cruelty. She is inveterately magnanimous, even 
when it comes to her most flawed characters; her default authorial position is one of pity

bask in ( )
He basked in his moment of glory, holding the trophy up to the crowd.

gloat over
He gloated over his good fortune in poker that made all of us who have lost money very 
angry. 

despair of
The shipwrecked sailors of the Titanic despaired of ever being rescued and brought to 
safety.

be subject to
Having no sense of moral obligation, Shipler was as little subject to the reproaches of 
conscience after he acted as he was motivated by its prompting before he acted.
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become inured to
He became inured to the hardship of army training.

in the sense that
It's voluntary in the sense that the state government will not require anyone to take the test.

be numbered among
Let  not my soul be numbered among sinners, or my life among men of blood.

be distinguished from
He was distinguished from the other boys his age by his height.

with regard to
Although adolescent maturational and developmental states occur in an orderly sequence, 
their timing----with regard to onset and duration.

strip away
The emergency room nurse strips away the clothing from the burn victim.

prey on
The swindler salesman would prey on the elderly with products that promised of anti-aging.

ferret out
I know his name but I haven't managed to ferret out his phone number or e hat account.

explain away
I don't know how you're going to explain away that dent you made in Dad's car.

measure somebody / something against somebody / something … …
It isn’t fair to measure somebody just by his sales in the previous month, but that is the 
reality for the life of a salesman. 

by far
She is by far the hardest working student in the class.

in line with
We try to keep our prices in line with that of our competitors.

be greeted with
The soldier was greeted with warmth and laughter when he returned home from the war.

let nature take its course
he frail old dog could be kept alive artificially using ventilators, but  think it would be kinder 

to let nature take its course.

recourse to
You will always have recourse to funds from the bank account your grandfather left you. 
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to one’s dismay
She discovered, to her dismay, that she had locked her keys inside her car.

make headway in something
After an entire morning of peace talks, the politicians made little headway in coming to any 
negotiations.

in turn
Each generation in turn must deal with the same budget issues regarding healthcare and 
education spending that has haunted the government for years.

be susceptible to
n order to appear cool and fit in, the new students are more susceptible to peer pressure 
than others at school.

now that
Now that I live only a few blocks from work, I can walk to work without taking the subway.

insofar as
 She had done her best to comfort him, insofar as she was able.

the depths of
While I was in the depths of depression, I found that I couldn't even get out of bed in the 
morning.

bear out
The test results bear out our claims about the effectiveness of the experimental drug.

give rise to
Eating candy at night and not brushing her teeth give rise to her chronic toothaches. 

in one’s heyday
In his heyday, the high school football quarterback could walk into any restaurant and eat 
for free.

subsist on
With their limited supplies, the campers must subsist on small bags of rice, beans, fruits, 
and vegetables.

be obsessed with
She is obsessive with punctuality and always arrives to her meetings 10 minutes early.

excise A from B
The surgeon excised a small benign tumor from my leg in a short operation. 

on the verge of sth. 
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On the verge of financial collapse, the museum was granted a reprieve, receiving a much
needed infusion of cash in the form of a government loan.

prone to
My sister is prone to sneezing during the Spring because of her allergies.

at one’s best
At the wedding, the photographer took shots to show the bride at her best.

in defense of
The lawyer constructed an argument in defense of her client’s innocence in the case.

be up to
We think those boys are up to something as they suspiciously returned with spray paint on 
their hands. 

miss out on something
We will all miss out on a blessing if they don’t use the gifts God has given them.

beyond the means of somebody
Private school fees are beyond the means of most people.

make somebody / something out to be something
During the police investigation, he made me out to be a liar.

make good on one’s promise
My grandfather said he would pay for me to go to college, and he made good on that 

promise.

frown on
The society frowned on smoking in public settings and posted signs warning of strict fines.

shirk one’s responsibility
 I hope you do not shirk your responsibility to water the plants every day or else they will 
die.

well-to-do
 It was a well-to-do neighborhood of large, single-family homes with big backyards.

stoop to something
e was amazed that a reputable firm would stoop to selling the names of their clients to 

other ad companies.

of great moment
The ribbon cutting ceremonial  for the opening of the casino was considered an event of 

great moment.
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ad hoc
The custom cake shop dealt with each customer’s order on an ad hoc basis.

bona	fides
ublic figures have differing reasons for embellishing their bona fides, but it most often is in 

the service of compensating for a perceived inadequacy or vulnerability.
He demonstrated hi mnemonic bona fides by learning a seventy-digit number in just over a 
minute, and the proceeded straight into a test of the students’ memories, and mine. 

as far as ….. is concerned
As far as those big companies are concerned, we're just another little company that they 
can step on and eliminate as a competitor.

virtues and vices
The editorial described the virtues and vices of writing, giving the students an example from 
both good and bad habits.

teem with
The mall was teeming with shoppers on the weekends who are off from work.

day in and day out
He maintained the same diet of rice and beans for all three meals day in and day out.

regardless of
He went outside for a jog, regardless of the fact that it was raining hard.

be obligated to
The church goers felt obligated to give to charity every Sunday.

have a distaste for something
The celebrity’s distaste for publicity of any sort made me avoid large social gatherings.

come of
He expected good news to come of all those school applications he submitted. 

be a favorite with somebody
The comedian was a great favorite with locals at the bar as he told really funny jokes.

that said  / that being said
ohn didn t do well in school. That being said he is highly literate in matters of IT and found 

a well-paid job immediately after graduation.

sail through
Rachel sailed through her final exams without studying and got 's in everything.

shrug off
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You're a father and you can't simply shrug off your responsibility for your children.

I hope I can shrug off this cold before I go on holiday.

in (out of ) step

During the military parade, the soldiers marched in step.

I'm terrible at dancing and I always get completely out of step with my partner.

to one’s credit
It is to his credit that we sorted out the problems in this project and turned it in on time.

rank-and-file
The party's rank-and-file are beginning to question the prime minister's choice of advisers.

amount to

I doubt that this business will ever amount to anything really profitable.

His disgraceful behavior of peering over another student’s shoulder during the test amounts 

to cheating.

stand one’s ground
lare stood her ground during the meeting and refused to be intimidated even when others 

got angry with her point of view.

make light of
Because you are not personally involved, it was easy for you to make light of other people's 
problems.

keep abreast of
I try to keep abreast of any developments in the recent iPhone launch.

serve as
This brick will serve as a perfect doorstop. 

at stake
After the hurricane, thousands of lives will be at stake if emergency aid does not arrive in the 
city soon.

shore up
he new public relations manager has the difficult task of shoring up the company's troubled 

image.

give credence to
His bruises give credence to his police statement that he had been involved in a scuffle with 
other kids on the playground.
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nothing less than
The chef will accept nothing less than perfection from his kitchen staff.

stave something off
The Federal Reserve lowered interest rates to stimulate the economy and stave off a 
recession.

die hard
e has developed a specific routine with how he packs for a trip and old habits die hard.

have yet to  
Two hours before printing the invitations, they have yet to make a decision on the date of 
the party.

all the more
Several publishers rejected her book, but that just made her all the more determined.

give in the way of something
The school ensures that our teachers will do their utmost to give in the way of support and 
encouragement in the classroom.
Mining was attempted, but the land simply did not have much to give in the way of precious 
metals and jewels.

to be sure
This is not his best book, to be sure, but it is still worth reading.

to be fair
He has done the job poorly but, to be fair, I gave him very little time to do it.

make sense of something
The community is trying to make sense of the cause of the explosion.

keep something at hand
When I am out in the wilderness, I keep my firearm at hand in case of attacks from wild 
animals.

derive from something
The English word "olive" derives from the Latin word "oliva".

resign to something
After his wife passed away, he resigned to living alone.

put something to rest
Their smiling faces put to rest any rumors of an impending separation between the couple.

make demands on
Her homework from school makes considerable demands on her time at night.
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short notice
He called the meeting on such short notice that we had no time to prepare.

devoid of
I went searching for a knife, but the kitchen was devoid of anything sharp.

put something at stake
Because he was a reckless gambler, he was willing to put a lot of large amount of money at 

stake.

border on
His bizarre behavior at the party scared the guests and borders on the insane.

at the root of  
He believes that his student’s lack of interest in this class lies at the root of his recent drop 
in performance.

in light of
In light of your good driving record, we ve decided to overlook this minor traffic offense.

snap up
By 10 o’clock, most of the best holiday discounts in the store had been snapped up.

shore up
He called for action to shore up the ailing university by reaching out to private donors and 
wealthy alumni.

rule out
The investigators ruled out their prime suspect after he was proven to be out of the country 
at the time of the crime.

a priori
There's no a priori reason to think your expenses will remain the same in a  larger city.

ad hoc
To keep the police force on the streets, the mayor and the city council made an ad hoc 

decision to increase the salaries of law enforcement officers by ten percent.

bona	fide
In order to receive a refund for your returned purchase, you will need to show the sales clerk 
a bona fide receipt for the item.

per capita
The country’s recent wealth was indicated by a rise in per capita income.

status quo
The new company president has plans to change the status quo and turn the business into 
a new organization.
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vice versa
Should I come to your house for dinner or vice versa?

ad-lib
I lost the notes for my talk and had to ad-lib.

drop out of
he was injured in the first round and had to drop out of the competition.

lose out to  
Bill lost out to Sally in the election for student government president in a very close race.

bear the stamp of something
Every work of master watchmaker inevitably bears the stamp of his craftsmanship.

fall short of
Earnings fell short of expectations.

pave the way for
The discovery paves the way for the development of effective new treatments

throw spotlight on
he recent files throw spotlight on tax haven used by global elite. 

come (or bring) to light
That past will come to light, and it will be used against Republican candidates.

at the hands of
I was hoping for a quick and merciful death at the hands of the reviewers, but, at the same 
time I sort of hoped someone would like it well enough to give me encouragement.

ward off
areas where apples were grown, it evolved into a ritual in which chants and dances were 
used to ward off evil spirits which it was believed would harm the trees.

de facto
The country was de facto divided between two states
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