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Dodo skeleton sells for £350,000 at auction Sk
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It's a comical icon of natural history, the dumpy, flightless and ultimately doomed

native bird of Mauritius.

European explorers discovered the dodo in 1598, but they also hunted the birds, destroyed
their habitat and drove the species to extinction within a century. A fascination with the
story of this enigmatic creature inspired a British collector to start acquiring individual
dodo bones in private sales and auctions in the 1970s. Forty years later, he had enough to

piece together this skeleton.

It’s the first dodo to come up for sale for a century and sold over the phone for 346,300

pounds.
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|. Explorers from which continent discovered the dodo birds?

2. How long did it take for dodo birds to become extinct?

3. True or false? The dodo skeleton was discovered forty years ago.

4. Which word in the text means ‘mysterious’?
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I. How many people have played the game mentioned in the text?
European explorers discovered the dodo birds in 1598.

2. How long did it take for dodo birds to become extinct?
Within a century.

3. True or false? The dodo skeleton was discovered forty years ago.
False. The collector spent forty years collecting bones from private sales and
auctions, then he built the skeleton.

4. Which word in the text means ‘mysterious’?
Enigmatic.

Media English © British Broadcasting Corporation 2016
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 3 of 3



