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The Pearl River, an extensive river system in South China, flows through Guangzhou.
It is the third longest river in China, only after the Yangtze River and the Yellow River.
The Pearl River Delta is one of the most developed regions in China with an area of
around 11,000 square kilometers. In terms of size and population, the Pearl River
Delta is also the largest urban agglomeration in the world. The nine largest cities in
the Pearl River Delta have a total population of over 57 million. Since the reform and
opening up in the late 1970s, the Pearl River Delta has become one of the major

economic regions and manufacturing centers in China and around the world. (12017])
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The Yangtze River is the longest river in Asia and the third longest in the world. As a
habitat for many endangered species, it flows through diverse ecosystems and
irrigates one-fifth of the land in China. One out of three people in China lives in the
river basin of the Yangtze River. The Yangtze River plays an important role in the
history, culture and economy of China. The Yangtze River Delta generates as much as
20% of the GNP of China. Over thousands of years, the Yangtze River has been used
for water supply, transportation and industry. Besides, the world" s largest

hydroelectric power station stands on the Yangtze River. (104 ia))
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The Yellow River is the third longest river in Asia and the sixth longest in the world.
The word “yellow” describes the color of the muddy water in the Yellow River.
Originating in Qinghai province, it flows through nine provinces and finally flows into
the Bohai Sea. Yellow is one of several rivers which Chinese people rely on for
existence. The river basin of the Yellow River was both the birthplace of ancient
Chinese civilization and the most prosperous region in early Chinese history.
However, due to frequent devastating floods, the Yellow once caused a number of
disasters. Over the last decades, the government has taken plenty of measures to

prevent disasters.(112 13])
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