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People describe the 276-year ruling of Ming in China as one of the greatest eras, for
the governing was in order and the social stability was sustained. During the Ming
dynasty, the development of handicraft industry contributed to the formation of
market economy and urbanization. A variety of goods were sold in market like wine
and silk. Meanwhile, many foreign goods such as clocks and tobacco were imported
into China. The major commercial centers like Beijing, Nanjing, Yangzhou and
Suzhou, one after another, were established. It was also in Ming that the fleet led by
Zhenghe explored Indian Ocean seven times. It' s also worth mentioning that three
of the four great classical novels were finished in Ming.
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