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The Song dynasty began in 960 and continued until 1279. China’ s highly improved
economy was the most advanced in the world during the Song Dynasty. Meanwhile
China’ s science, technology, philosophy and mathematics were thriving. Song was
the first government in the world to issue banknotes and it was in Song that China
became the first country that utilized gunpowder and invented movable-type
printing. The fertility grew rapidly, the urban population was increasing and there
were busy and crowed entertainment places in cities. Social activities were full of
variety . People gathered to admire and trade in valuable art works. The government
system was advanced then, and all of governmental officials were selected and
appointed by competitive examinations.
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