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Water Margin, one of the four classic novels in Chinese literature, is based on the stories of the
historical figures of Song Jiang and his partners, who rebelled against the feudal emperor, and has
prevailed among Chinese readers for hundreds of years.

It is no exaggeration to say that almost every single Chinese is familiar with some of the major
characters in the book as its splendid stories are told in tea houses over and over again, on the drama
stages, by radio and television, and on film screens. In fact, its influence has been far beyond the national

boundary. More and more foreign readers are touched and attracted by the stories in the novel.

BE

B AR 7 P 75 28 AL E http://cet4-6.xdf.cn/



el ®
HARTTIUSATE  http://cetd-6.xdf.cn/

(LIHEEF) ( Dream of the Red Chamben 218t EEFEHWEIN—E ik, BEFETESEEHNMNAZ

iR T BEEFNMEEZBRAERRITERNE. BPERLI30NEEANFI400Z NREAN, S AYEZIE
SPBANE, B EEIARME, NRIFRIHIA T TP RIRHSCKRAINE RIR 7 H i SEAF B S LR
SXAMISIPR,

(1) METUEENMREE N BERENZARE]. ERERAARFERMHERIVNG BIREHR
EEBERIZENFZ—.

Dream of the Red Chamber is a novel written by Cao Xueqin in the 18th century. Based on his own
sufferings, he describes the tragic love story between Jia Baoyu and Lin Daiyu. There are about 30 major
characters and over 400 minor ones in the book, each of whom is depicted vividly with distinctive
personalities. The novel narrates exhaustively the rise and fall of four aristocratic families, reflecting
various crises and complex social conflicts in feudal society.

Dream of the Red Chamber, which integrates realism and romanticism and is endowed with strong
artistic appeal, is generally acknowledged as the greatest Chinese novel and one of the world’ s literary

masterpieces.
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Journey to the West, probably the most influential one in the four classic novels in Chinese

literature, is the best-known one on foreign lands for sure. Depicted in the novel is the rough journey that
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Hsuan-tsang, an eminent monk, and his three followers make across the west part of China to India to

fetch Buddhist scripture. Although the theme is based on Buddhism, the book employs many materials of
Chinese folk tales and myths to create various vivid images of characters and animals, among which
Monkey King is the most well-known one, whose stories of fighting genies are extraordinarily widespread

among Chinese children.
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