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Forests in countries like Brazil and the Congo get a lot of attention from
environmentalists and it is easy to see why South America and sub—saharan Africa
are experiencing deforestation or an enormous scale: every year almost bmillion
hectares are lost. But forests are also changing in rich Western countries.
They are growing larger. both in the sense that they occupy more land and that
the trees in them are bigger. What is going on?

Forests are spreading in almost all Western countries, with the fastest
growth in places that historically had rather few trees. In 1990 28% of Spain
was forested; now the proportion is 3T/ In both Greece and Italy, the growth
was from 26% to 32% over the same period. Forests are gradually taking more
land in America and Australia. Perhaps most astonishing is the trend in Ireland.
Roughly 1% of that country was forested when it became independent in 1922.
Now forests cover 11% of the land, and the government wants to push the
proportion to 18% by the 2040s.

Two things are fertilising this growth. The first is the abandonment of
farmland, especially in high, dry places where nothing grows terribly well.
When farmers give up trying to earn a living from farming or herding, trees
simply move in The second is government Policy and subsidy.  Throughout history,

governments have protected and promoted forests for diverse reasons ranging
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from the need for wooden warships to a desire to promote suburban house-building.
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Nowadays forests are increasingly welcome because they suck in carbon pollution
from the air. The justifications change; the desire for more trees remains
constant

The greening of the West does not delight everyone. Farmers complain that
land is being taken out of use by generously subsidised tree plantations. Parts
of Spain and Portugal suffer from terrible forest fires. Others simply dislike
the appearance of forests planted in neat rows. They will have to get used to
the trees, however. The growth of Western forests seems almost as unstoppable

as deforestation elsewhere.

51. What is catching environmentalist’ attention nowadays? [EN L —E
B ZH).

A) Rich countries are stripping poor ones of their resources. [ A HE2]EH
R 1] K 8 <5 53 i ) B )

B) Forests are fast shrinking in many developing countries. [[FIZIJFE 5 —E
#—4])1% Forests in countries like Brazil and the Congo get a lot of attention
from environmentalists and it is easy to see why. 7~ “KESEFKHEMMA
I X IR O BN 2 K OTE I — AN, FEAEIEAE 32 B 53 ()3T in) . ]

C) Forests arefeating away the fertile farmland worldwide. [AR¥HEEET 7] 2R
B, MBIECE = A)iEE )5 G, B But forestse:-What is going on? H, They

are growing larger, both in the sense that they occupy more land---ZFHH “H
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AT, AR SG AW 5K, H 59 7B Z 14”7, occupy more land XJ Mk
Tt eating away the fertile farmland. fH/EfEHIX—IRWTIE T OREZEEND
B2, MEAAI AR ER, BT /2 dscatehing, FRoR “RKIEEF M ERY K
X — LG B A IEAE S R 2 K R

]

D) Rich countries are doing little to address deforestation. [ )5 S AH i<,

JFS A PG 5 B SR AR AR T BUROAGEER . ]

52. Which countries have the fastest forest growth? [Efi{Eas B&E—4)]
A) Those that have newly achieved independence. [ 42344 1 [E Z AT )

B) Those that have the greatest demand for timber. [V G 224 AM K]
C) Those that used to have the lowest forest coverage: [places that historically
had rather few trees, historically fll used to &#t, few A lowest & k]

D) Those that provide enormous government subsidies. [ $2& 21 44 1] UM £ )

53. What has encourage forest growth historically? [Ef/fEEE =& 0], ¥
EAANERE, — & the abandonment of farmland, —>f& government policy
and subsidy])

A) The government’ s advocacy.

B) The use of wood for fuel.

C) The favourable climate.

D) The green movement.
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54. What accounts for our increasing desire for forest? [ENAESHE =EHE N
#1)-F because J& i ]

A) Their unique scenic beauty. [¥A#E24 1050 ]

B) Their use as fruit plantations. [¥EATHE2IKHE ]

C) Their capability of improving air quality. [they (#84% forests) suck. in carbon
pollution for the air. WIS SHIIRIG S, FIFE LA < & & k]

D) Their stable supply of building materials. [ GHE2IEFIE]

55. What does the author conclude about the prospects of forestation? [EfV
el —BG W AR AT AR, 1R B8 2 UEOH IR ]

A) Deserts in sub—Saharan Africa will diminish gradually. [#1)5 CHH< ]

B) It will play a more and more important role in people’ s lives. [IFHZ
%, HiRR]

C) Forest destruction in the developing world will quickly slow down. [#N
JR SO ]

D) Developed and developing countries are moving in opposite directions. [The

growth of Western forests seems almost as unstoppable as‘deforestation
elsewhere. (V477 [E ZRAMATIG KA A0 At b 7 R AR AR — FEAS R REES D, 1407
FAEWK, HABESAERAR, MR TT KR ]
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